AP English Literature and Composition Exam Preparation Outline
I. Plays 
A. Greek Tragedy
Title: Oedipus Rex (Oedipus the King)
Author:

Date of Performance and/or Publication:
Setting:
Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

Central Theme:

Additional Themes:

Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:
· Basic Tenets of Aristotelian Tragedy
· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

B. Shakespearean Tragedy

Title: Hamlet

Author:

Date of Performance and/or Publication:
Setting:
Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

Central Theme:

Additional Themes:

Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

Title: Macbeth

Author:

Date of Performance and/or Publication:
Setting:
Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

Central Theme:

Additional Themes:

Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

· Basic Tenets of Shakespearean Tragedy

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

C. Existentialist and/or Absurdist Drama
Title: Waiting for Godot

Author:

Date of Performance and/or Publication:
Setting:
Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

Central Theme:

Additional Themes:

Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

Title: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead
Author:

Date of Performance and/or Publication:
Setting:
Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

Central Theme:

Additional Themes:

Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

· Basic Tenets of Existentialism

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· Basic Tenets of Absurdism

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

D. Modern/Realistic Drama
· Title: Death of a Salesman
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

· Basic Tenets of Modern Tragedy (especially the anti-hero)
· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· Basic Tenets of Realism

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· Title: 
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

E. Multi-Cultural Drama
· Title: Yellow Face (or Other)
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

· Title: Topdog/Underdog (or Other)
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary and/or Theatrical Devices:

II. Novels

A. Medieval/Renaissance
· Title: The Canterbury Tales 
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:
· Title: Gulliver’s Travels
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

B. Romantic 
· Title: Pride and Prejudice
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

C. Gothic
· Title: Wuthering Heights
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:
D. Bildungsroman (Coming of Age)
· Title: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

· Title: The Catcher in the Rye
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

· Title: 

· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

E. Adventure/Mythic/Symbolic

· Title: Don Quixote (Qualifies as a Translation)
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices

· Title: Moby Dick
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices

F. Memoir and/or Fictionalized Memoir
· Title: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices
· Title: Angela’s Ashes
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices

G. Modern and/or Feminist and/or Multi-cultural
· Title: The Awakening 
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:
· Title: A Room of One’s Own (Essay)
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices

· Title: 
Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices

H. Political/Social Commentary

· Title: The Great Gatsby 
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

· Title: 
· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

· Title: 

· Author:

· Date of Performance and/or Publication:
· Setting:
· Main Characters, Traits and Struggles:

· Central Theme:

· Additional Themes:

· Literary Devices:

III. Poetry –Authors, Titles and Short Explications (form, speaker, audience, situation, themes, tone, devices) 

A. Epic

B. Ballad

C. Lyrical
D. Romantic

E. Ode
F. Sonnet

G. Villanelle

H. Free Verse

I. Confessional

J. Elegy

K. Dramatic Monologue

L. Soliloquy

M. Other:

Ideas for authors to explore: Christopher Marlowe, John Keats, Emily Dickinson, Dylan Thomas, Robert Frost, Sylvia Plath, Luis J. Rodriguez and of course many others, both British and American.
IV. Overview of Genres, Styles and –Isms
A. Basic Tenets and Titles of Tragedy
· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

B. Basic Tenets and Titles of Comedy/Romantic Comedy
· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

C. Basic Tenets and Titles of Satire (Including Horacian Satire)
· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

D. Basic Tenets and Titles of Romantic/Romanticist Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

E. Basic Tenets and Titles of Gothic Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

F. Basic Tenets and Titles of Bildungsroman
· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

G. Basic Tenets and Titles of Feminist Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

H. Basic Tenets and Titles of  Marxist Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

I. Basic Tenets and Titles of  Existentialist Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

J. Basic Tenets and Titles of  Absurdist Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

K. Basic Tenets of  Nihilist Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

L. Basic Tenets of  Other Literature

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________

V. Books of Reference

A. The Power of Myth
B. The Book of Genesis
C. The Book of Job
D. Others

VI. Terms to Remember:
See previous list of 160+ literary terms 
Know for sure:

primary, central theme

secondary theme

tertiary theme

motif

archetype

prototype

literary element

literary device

rhetorical device

tone

diction

sensory details

imagery

symbolism

allusion

figurative language

metaphor

simile
allegory

personification

juxtaposition

irony

paradox

foot

meter

rhyme scheme

prose
verse
