Poetry

PerspectivebyAdrin Marinez

Look into my eyes

Look from my perspective

So many lies

Everyone is selective
Between the ocean and the sky
Everything is so expensive
Every truth every lie

Negatiwy is so effective
Economy is down
Societysinfected

A mile for a frown

Iflife i s a gameé
Casider me ejected

Thi s sopanfaddicsld
And justkeaveme rejected

As | getverld

Pain comes unsuspkcted

The world is what you let it be

It's ctd and heartless

But that's just me

Ard novedays everything needs a degree
Yo u c avaittand sgeu s t

Money makes the worlé @and
Controisevenying below and abgraund
Onceyouielostyou'll never be found

It's dlinthe hea@remember when ywere crownéd
You see thisgpur vay,your state of mind
You see eveliyity, bustillchoose to be blind
Because teverything you sesoi&ind

Lifeisno movie, there is no rewind

When look inthe mirror $ee no reflection
| sea@ young man mitosense dlirection

Heelsby Stacie Catana

They are tall

They are pretty
Somewhat small

Yet so risky

Some may hurt

But we bear tpain

Be alert

Using themmot a game

Stick out your chin

If you want to look upright

And endure that pain close to your shin
Beware of their might

Inthe pursuit of good deals
You can find some great heels

BreathebyDaniela Becerra

You feghe world coming to an end
Youdre all alone
Not even a friend

You feel the walls are closing in

A thousand thorns pricking your skin
You try to run away

And hide

Running, Running
Trapped inside
Stop!

You feel your heart is about to pop
Blad rushingprough your veins
Juswant to stop

All thispain



Hey! Hy!
Calm down a bit
Dondt throw yourself

Into a bttomless pit
Might be rough
Might be tough
But justteathe

My friend

Just breathe

DreamerbyJos& amayo

Growing up indéico

Life was okay

But seeing and hearing my parents argue
Was nasty

It was wrong for a young boy

To see disaster
Mymothee f f i n o
Wanna be a gangster
When mi jefa had enough
She brought me to Los Angeles

H.P.

The craziest city

Lots and lots of Mexicanos

a\ Salvantefios

4RM

The marasaltrucha

To theMexican Mafia

No gang was unknown here
ComdaFlorencia

Hasta brown pride

Everyone throwing up gaams
Growing wasnodot easy
Because some pendejos tried to be sneaky
Running through the streets

Acting all crazy

Effiromothereffers never catch me sippin

fat her

I dm no gangster

Butlaidt no joke

Dondt come around and try
Li ke youdre a cholo

I &m just chillino

Like a believer

| t & &l Drmamer

laughi nd dahosepentdeos al a s
Some migbefunny and seactdumb

But no one is smart like the one above

and

The Distance of Lové A Sonnet
by Adn Carbdjand Ms. Kittelson

How fato go to save the one you love?
D 6 y fght to death ordetorelievahem?
D 6 ygosow i dtetdst® youwwwn spilblood?
D 0 y let a spidéissyou with its venom?
Yes)] hae gone througtanyof thespains
The love | feel expaindgleny heart
The thougluf herstagfast upon my brain
Thouglactionsfhersare stwo-lanetart
Andwhen picturemebesidéersplendo
Not havingernear mdrivesallmypassion
Iflhavelearnrad t hi ng 6tis | ove i
Why does she thginon me some compassion?
Shé s thdwensam | am waathold
My love for her is worth more might than gold

Fction

The Box byAnonymous

OWhy do you even care?06 W,
just the sound of stress, | stopped stacking the books,
sighed and turned around. | grabbed the two handles on
both sides of the book cart to support myself and leaned
forward. With a hiaf annoyance, | asked Matthew one

more time the same questi
figure out myself for weeks.

OWhy do you give a crap a
guys?6

He looked exasperated and backed away a little, giving
him room to pace back and forth. | looked at this guy, this
guy that | 6ve been in | ov
nine months may be short and small, they were the
sweetest moninhmglifel dve ever

But Matthew was the worst thing that ever happened to
me, and as of right now |
fram the mament | met him he has been shoving his
opinions and beliefs down my throat, and even though |

refusetolet myselfactul y admit hebs r
inside | just candt be haj
Heds twisted all my negat|

now everything seems blank. Everything | believed in,
everything he showed me, the beauty of the world, all tha
wonder and cusity might go away in the blink of an eye.

Matthewbds head snapped up
in the eye. He stared at |
the gaze. He was the only guy | could stare at forever
because | actually loved him.

He sighedhot of exhaustion but of relief. Then he walked
toward me, put his hands over mine and stroked his thun
back and forth over my fingers, which sent an electric



shock all over from my head to my toes. | looked into his checked the cabinet once more. | checked the bottom of

brown and beautiful eyes that everk af love and the sink, not hsdesgndstill | ook

compassion, but that as of a month ago started to show nothing. When the dodrtseig, | ran to my room.

pain and agony, which | had felt determined to takeaway. 6 1t candét be. 6 | was fl us

81 care about what you do to cav\gn me)//;)rgatnlrég Iope:l]el?ythed or The fld‘Sé'[l’élng II
) . p, "

you, and before | met you | was just like those guys who

followyou around. All they want is to hook up because I moved my left arm behind me.

they dondt know anything e, g vy wvvn unuwves 3t an

incredible feelidd hat once you exper'FLeyr‘ﬂ voanall newvar

want to | et thgsweéesof mfacedrmbbesdyYoudre early. o
0Oéwer . 0
_ His smile went away, but soon candubadiferently
Il smil edgh oY&w@ayr, edlhloy donddandhelooked atme strangely.
bemad at me. 0

o0Babe, itds exactly eight
He let go of my face and moved his hands around my waistne.
as | wrapped my arms aroun e~ o~ e ,
| i ketogethe®or el smi | ed bi g becalod\'soqhtltsok;nré;vggbc{)tl', c}fL:\;/aBeST/azl
knew that was true.

W W N kindofbugyl ooki ng for somethin
ONbhat 1 6m saying or asked_ . ..., .o <. <. ..-geth
| just want you to understgﬁanpng/ lyg{hydr%gspls%é blglhtebr?v
eyes. |
y sweaterlneededvtmrtmlcb myhand | sti ||
OWhat? 1 tds true. 6 | | au g hfiadkthe Bapids. IIookedmyleftwristéclosely It
6Just shut the hell wup.?o %'?P%%ee%”% {ehﬁpa%‘é’aSF”SWQ'? Butih

was still an open Woun | did something to cause it to

and his mouth came down on mine. | tried not to give in;

my lips were unyielding at first. But | hated that | could bleed again, who knew When it woud stop

melt under his touch. | haebbédtmy grey eweatdr,itied thé belt thatwwent with &,
before thi s whhtlhada midd once wes wang puteinasion thahid me from the world. | hid

saw each other adaiat at the library. | tried to push myself from people, including the people | loved.

him away before | lost my train of thought, but he just Especially the people | loved.

held me tighter. | moved my palms to his chest to give us
some distance.

*k%k

| listened to Michael rant on and on about some teacher

0OYour gonna g edagaimsthiglipst e d, owhlo wWhiissspeesr ehni m of f . | tds |

dand | dond6t even get pai dpayatéentiohdnyntore.0

He smiled, stepped back, and took my hands in his. oSvido you care what she t

0 Okfaiyne. 6 hate it when he gets like this. He gets all worked up for

o181l call you later when nloﬁtn{?'dnogneftoarklpn Opa |VY1'\/ ndt'
donot ev de 1

the books. 0 .
causes himo r e st re S|sten toamed/hermle W

00Okay. 6 He smil etddteabtk me o ntel hiin hesduse he thinks, | kribidgaét he still
away while still holding my right hand. But before he let  comes to me.

go, he kissed it lovingly and gently. | felt all the blood rush | | dondt! 6
to my cheeks. He turned around and walked straight ahear® ’

toward the lower level of the library, running his fingers 6 Then why are we talking

on the book®aj the way. 5You Whawéver . 6

-, e e e i - i f 0
0Dondt sthamtt a.I¢chteitMouglet?yh
sound likeveryother teen wihgets all pissed off when

0By the way, 6 he called ba
get paid. 6

0Shut up.6 | muttered mosttlhye yt od omysstedd ¢ to mt hh epitorkdemslal ya. t
door as it swung in and out once Matthew left, and | your friend who doesndt w:
smiled to myself. lameat t i t ude. 6

*k%

Where did | leave those-Bads® | looked at the time; it
was only 7:30. | still bahilel ran to the restroom and

0GdAddm .bdadt ymean toumged Mo
looked at me sidewaysYu okay ?6



whatever. When was the last argument you got into with

ol 6 m f i washarshiMiyl cauld @aee less. your parents?6

0So0. 0 0This morning. ¢
0So what?o AVhat was it abBub
&o,pt hi ng. Not hing. 6

Without even looking at Micha&eluld hear all of the

Hesmiledt me . | dbathjostlovékhiso w wh e :
smile.tlalways puts maigood mood, and he knows §§/mpathy in his voice.
thatand uses it against me. ol have to go.o6 | walked
| smiéd back anything else. | exited towards the back of his house,
' passing the perfect white wood gate, and walked to the
He leaneddlack against his caswwhng his legs up, and nearest street light that would tatemmehouse. |
puthis hands over his hemassitting next to hjreo he waited till | got to the light actraer. | missed the
puthis feet right on top of my lap. walk sign. turned red again.dited. | looked at the red
. ) hand, waiting fortdt stofblinkingand every secaohait
0Say aew guys?o went by it got more bluirplinkedletting the liquid
| looledat him and laggh run down my olée The lighdwitched tawalldand |

. i crossed the street.
oWhat ?6 .He chuckl ed _
My parents didndt even no

Mylaugh fadexit. turned up the music tilféwneaut the sound of my

OUgh! Donét even ask abou tpar W%ammgt'wyywpn@wqu@\ﬁ'amﬂe ed. 6
y backpack in ohyset. I reacheuter my bezhd

oHey! 186m a guy.o6 tookoutthebox

OYeah. | fdenyi dedt Huti eynadu 5gidat doveoh Mpikdpanethe box, | glanced

di fference. o overatmy desk and saw the pink tulip Méatildeyiven
SWhat diff 2 We & |me xsed the box. Cutt
° a ! erence eore h%gfgrnmw I dialed Matthew

0The differenceyadws, |Dw ey mmeredfodtmemr'Stemg_ wi t h
not retarded to me. o

OHevy. Il was just thinking

00kay? whabysappened now that 6s 0 [ N _
you more of a flirt?é 1 s m:ﬁn@Llllgedngt hqh}éan%qlhg\%f@atfelthkafew
0 Wh at 6 switefol iwrtoin ? | just I ike havin fun. 6

nag : oKat he r\f eg> You still the
oKatherine, when are you p % stop stomping al/l
guysd he a stdysitsaonme oancet uyaolul &yl | ° 1§ &P O
and maybe |l ove?¢ Ols everything okay?6
o0l dondt want to. o o1 yloow.ed
oThat i s a Iwheybuatbewagyow youy|knoowe you too.6 | smile
are. You have teofthesegugsegaun, | dve seen som
date and some have actually fallen in love avith you, ol godta go
when they dgou break their heartsleane them. Just | left my phone on the bed and opened the box.
I i ke wehabotttoylowitl®Matthew. | get that you _ _
got your heart broken once before Kathy, but enough. ~ The Legend of Morphedesuaditby Melina Almanza

OHow did you know about MaAsthe suwag atthe peak of the famous Mount Olympu
a mortalvokeupto make sure that the sun was bright and

BN

ol saw it in your face therpdmdgdtandnada oVedr thestin ak dtrong as°
seemed to have a | ot on yoMgiorRdr Pefbve® ocean, which strmithetbre her
d0h. 6 | looked down, afraibRPCO% was aoina to see rig

. _ _ _ _ mother would love her children.

0l s s o0 met thone gg&dssihoobstressing a

you out? {ou want can he|p you with homework or Her fatheron the other halﬂnbughthather lovevas
anobsessi@nd wasatheticHe wantedgdaughter to



marry garticularich man who was nearly 65 years old.

The other wives envied her. Medusus paid aitigntion

Janel refused, for her heart belonged to the great depths ofo her andad more love for tlean evedanel did not

the ocean athbfiere brightness of the sun.

As for Poseidon, he would watch her admire his kingdom
the seand his heart grew a dgoeahess and love

toward hetdethoughshe was the most beautiful and

kind mortal to ever set eyesgmf his waters

ButHelios, the sun god, also fell in love wittHEanel.
saw her as an angelic woman. He loved that she
understood the greatness of the sun.

As Janel grew older, her father pressuméa her
marryindMedusus. Medususmneag 69 yeasld who

had a laif power in Greece. He had threealvady

but he felt the need to have a younger bride. Medusus
wouldauglatandexpresanger toward the gods ever
since they condeminisdiece Medusdo be @errifying
monster.

One day, &ausiswasvisiting- or d Di t e 0 s
palace, he tried to convince and seduce Janel into
matrimony.

0Come my | ov elwilpledse yoowith mar r
all the goods in the worl d
oYou

anywhere. Your paladdled with darkness and sin.

Herel have the majestic ocean and the warmth of the sun.

Thesare my passi@my most prizgdo s sessi ons

@ o n b tidioh Ban &doi know how much power |
have in this world? | have the power to destroy your
wortHess sun and your filthy water. | would suggest that
you come with me if you
would be a shame to abselutely nothinigeyelled.

Fearing that Medusus was right, Janel agreed to marry
hi m. She di dndsttloveghe seaand er t
the surntp be destroyed.

Poseidon and Helios were wrathful to see their gorgeous
mortakakeraway from them. Thegreno longer

privilegetb seeher appreciation forwemtiof their

waters athe brightnesstioéir sun or to fedbve

greater than any mortal hadefaegiven them.

They had to do something. After all thossilyears

Janel was smiky developedatualove for her.

Both of the gods knew that they shared a strong affection
andhey decided to follow her anywhere she was.

At thewedding ceremony, Janel felt miserable. Anyone
could notice how melancholiwateShe felisgusted
to have to kiss tgadss pedophile.

As the months passed, fétnabre and more

S n

feelthe same way. She would rather have been dead that
be in thatold, darbklace.

When the gods heard her wish to be dead, it worried
them. They did not want such a maghificamnt to go
to waste.

OWe can grant her a chil d
suggested Poseidon.
OA chil d helpat peami ¢ys dr e

The next morning, the gods vikitegih her palace
whileMedusus wiaghe city of Athens. The douwisd
heron her balcostaringff into the city. She was
startled btyvomenwho appeared as if from nowhere
She recognd the necklabateachvore. Helios woee
necklace with the sun on it, and Poseidameckiace
that heldreshwater.

Janel'smiled, knowtinatbefore her stotiietwogods
she had long admired and loved. She kissed them both o
the cheek and welcomed them into her home.

T’hg gods told her that they were willing theraake
offer. They would grant her a child, but thawdtild

di s g ulsvould mayer golwidh your e e p ! overthrowedusus by the age of 17. Janel did not like

Medusus for many reasmasof them beihgiteven
thougtne wamarriedhewould seek the company of
toficubineSo Janel agreed.

After nine months, Janel gave birth. Medusus was
suspicious as to howl tamceived a child without them
having any relations. Medusus promised himself never to

d o lové suchva disgtacemilicreatuesr He ailsp made japeénar

the child after him. She insteathgadaughtesnly a
part of his name.

Moopheglusadite ad s e i d ebludeyesantl e a n
Hel i 0s0 ciharsemedasdak.i n and

As Morphedusadite grew sliedevelopte: most

angelic voice. And she had the ability to control others,
which she never used in a negative way, and she could
controkhe element of fire. Morphedusadite knew that she
was a daughter of the gods. No human could possibly
possesuctpowers.

Poseidon and Helios were proud of their daughter. She
helped others. She sang for charitfekg8fadve for

the Earth. The gods reminded Janel about their
agreement, and she did not forget.

One a day during which Morphedusadiié 1asanel
spoke to her abbetpaspromise

OYou have t o.lbavetokedpmp w Me

depressed. She would rarely catch a glimpse of the sun angromise because | love Poseidon and Helios and hate yo

would never evpeek at the ocean. ded kept her
inside. He did not want other men to witness her beauty.

father Medusus. He took me away from what | loved and



abused me for several years. Please believe that you are ¢She pickagp her mom atabk her into her arrier
strong and independent gi r momwasdead. Morphedusadite cried tears of grief.
Suddenlyhree girits appear@thosef her mother,
Poseidon and Helios.

0So, t hen, this is what WeO\?é'lT'bel“f”Er”med a great ac
As the women plotted, outside of their door, Medusus said Poseidon.

overheard everything and was infuriated. He needed to
protect his land and his powearomtmcted a plan.

oYes, Mot hertolmaké lydw a

0OYou can choose to be wit
Helios.

He arranged an ambush. Hd tvave a grand party in
the city. He would reveal his daughter to the world. He
made an agreement with Hades, the god of the
underworldde demanded Hades to ecteadepths of

hell into the city, killisgeryonexcepdanel. ol f that i s Rgnembehatwilloi c e,
always be here for you, and you caedimgvhere

your mi mMbrgheidiussa.dd t eds m
sweetly.

Janel handed Morphedusaditdklaceontaining bit
of each of théfiree souls. From then on Morphedusadite

0l woul domewmgr mpiste val ued wapconsidesed to lerbothsa hero and awpoddess

AWhilel would love to be with the gods, | would rather
stay here abd a herforthe cities of Gregcé
Morphedusadite replied.

Hades agreed to sumtbthe village with flames but
wanted something in return. He wanted Janel for himself.

Medusus offered one of his precioumgeatbut
Hades wanted Janel.

Medusus argued. reigned over all of Greece.
0Then alk ewiylolur soul . 6 Drama
Knowinghe strength tife flaras of hell and not being You Changed Meby Judith Estrada
able tdathonthe powers of Morphedusadédusus
agreed. Act 1 The Sub
At the grand party, everyone seemed joyful. Medusus  Judittgoeso her BperiodAlgéra 1 classpecting a
called for everyoneds att egqgn@Hadeelingiewil benice. Too nice maybe? The
0 Thank y o uyotrmd allithade years, buin e day before, the students anGadardsad galk.

: L A
now you all must burn in t Iur%ézgrgk%ttenhug.d’m%rfromygueinII lae' hav?ng a
As soon as he said the word hell, flames came from subl t dng to bedViGarciaHeworit be meaut
everywhere and burned down houbesidings he isét going to tolerageur bad behavior either. Be
Knowing he had to ultimately defeat Medusus, good

Morphedusadite jumped offaleerty and concentrated.
Whil e she knew how to cont $oeéstubidaigge She wasnot sure
could contrdd e ffire.6 s

StudentdVhy are you going to be abSenCazar€s

As she turned, she saw a flaming rocket come from the h|IIWhere are you géinhagre yogoing to

near their house and head toward her mother. She had to
fight for Mom! Mr. Cazaredlothingl &siti going to be in school just

She closed leges and felt the pain of the flames. She not in class with y@ur T.A. MrGarcihas agreed to
stretched her arms to the sky and pushed all the fire into teach the classyfou.
the ground. Everyone watched as they knew she was a
hero sent from the gods.

Medusus was angry. Morphedusadite gathered all the =~ Mr.Cazares B e enaaing ® be irba meeting the
flames of the city aodhed them into the ground making ~ wholeday. IGtllseearoundgchoahough.

a large hole that led to the underworld. While gathering ,

the flames, shsoacollected Medusus. He catrbed as The bell rings.

he burnetb ashefnthe blink of an eyetlad flames :

were gondeavindpurned houses amuble anthe Student$ye, Mister.
smell of burnt skiEveryone stayed quiet until cheers The next dayé
erupted. Morphedusaiteto the palace to save her

mom.

Student8But whyMister?



Judith Hi, Mr. Garcia
Mr. GarciaHi Jd i t h

Judith P r et jusyhawng alittlé probleith my
boyfriend .

life treatingvy@is

Mr. GarciaReally ? Do you want to talk after class ?
JudithSureif you have time, Mister.
Mr. Garcia(With a big smileK.

They talk after classplanned. Judith relidvessstress
so she cantgdher next class

Act 2 Getting Lid Off

Judithhearshat MrGarcigsgoing to géired. &e
wonders why and goes looking for him to ask.

She sees himthe hall
JudithMr. Garciagis it trug h a t

Mr.Garcia We 6| | talk | ater.

The dagoes by, aste thinkebait the rumor3.he
bellrings and Judith goes to.I@tEhtas to have fun
with her friendbutshecdn because she
goingo mis her favorite teacher friends notitteat
shedsdoemdt bsanl thagetirediofibn g
silence and on¢hafmasks . . .

Esmerald&Vhais wrongJuditR? Are you sad because
they firethim?

JudithWellyeah h e 6 s |sbastattyaang and

good thanks to hite always helps me whégsad or
mad and h e nhaving pnoblems with otbachers.

donot t hi

tleys daut |

Esmerald®amnthatsucksg, u s t

Judithlb m goi ng to
outside

Esmerald®K.let s go

Theystepoutside to enjoy the slnlith hears sonmeeon
calling her mee . ShehetfiendDsvid |t 6s

Shagyoeand hangsit with David and & fethes.
She sees MBarciatanding at the door.
Judith Hi, Mister.

Mr. GarciaHiJudith , how is your day §oing
JudithNot good, Mister.

youodr e goir

Mr. GarciaWhy?Whab s

Judith | d o n OleavewNistel. yno g ot @ g
miss ydyShe smiles big.)

the matter?

Mr.Garciadd m goi ng otJou dnitshs, ybouut

worry.l 61 I come and vdlasses or
JudithWhen Mister?
Mr. GarciaWhenwe come back from wilbter e a k . [

goingtosubforN#sl or es & cl ass.

Judib: Oh, OK, thenldm going to go visit you every

period and shaiy

Mr. Garcial h antcéaod yquudith

Judith: I know, huh, Misté8he giggles.)

Mr. Gacia Yeah

I at

Judith: Well, 6 | | y ou

L .- x

t a | Mistet. o
Mr. GarciaOK, Judithsee you latéhen

Judith goes backer fiendsPavd, Ramon, Andy,
Romaimand AlexMr. Garciaotices that Judih little
serious and calls her over whilei§ragding her

quA....-. ~ L

Mr. GarciaJudith . . .
Judith: Mande, Mister.

Mr. GarciaCan you please come over here? | need to talk
to you.

David: No, Misterh&calht g o
into hiarms.)

.¢He pulls herh e r

Mr. Garcia(SmilingDh excuse me, Davididh 6 t
mean to take your girl away

Judith: Girl2Vhat the hell, Misterotdven[She
dRyisdt know.

David: Ha ha! Just kidding, Mister.
Mr. Garcia T what| thaught. Ha ha.
David: (Smilg) Whatever, Mister.
Judith walks over to Karcia

Mr. Garcialdn noticing that for the firstyymee u d r e  n «
smilingWhad s up ?wi th t hat

Judi t h: Wel | , Mi st er . | d

Mr. GarciaAre you going to misghmaénuch that
youdre not smiling ?



Judith: Yes, Mi st er . Yo udr leromtherde dhatwgs thieielitla insitleverizene de

Mr. Garcia A w, that o6s sweet, b u\{vou“ﬂ péjqu;[ atsh|§ tleeith woalsgnljlenatghlmtthg W&B/e
~ : he said to

aroundldn not goingnywhere

That day Judgbego class withcasual attitudghe

d o e knawowthat to expeand she dstually kinof

Mr. Garciawell | know but he school is on a budget scared to find out the truth aboutMci@as . j o b

cut so they gotta do what they gotRgiho ?

Judith: | knoviput it still wod t be.the same

Judith: Mr.Cazaress it true that MGarci#s going to
Judith: Well, yedbut why yquf youie a lot of help? get fired
They could have fisetheone elsauvhel@ lot of

Mr. Cazaredr. Seides going to come in and tdheto
classes

clasaboutit in a while

Mr. Garcial tn 0 f It that t . . < e o e
Garcid tn@o dy 6s au a Alltle studenfEhat "means yes. We

Judith: I know. But sfilltm@an andbits not fair | eave. Wedre'lall going to

Mr.Garcial t 6 s ,ndtdsmgarstifet he wa Wr. GarcWell, if Ishave to, then | have to. | have no

isrd fair,butyou still have to live with it choice. |ltkils their deci si

Judith Yeah! know, but it sucks & lot Mr. Garcia(Whispering to MCazargSi nce it 0s
daywhgondét we jut |l et them

Mr. GarciaYeahbutther@ s n ot hda hut we can
doné6t want to see you downMr.CizarePK e aBlea tddeddliféaibrr i ng i

Judith(Smilingyhy Mister? during advisory to have timeywith

Mr. GarciaBecause every boy in this school would rather Mr.GarciaThat 6s .a good idea

see you smile tifiamwn.A smilanakes every girl look Thekids talk with MGarciand MrCézaress they

prettier waitfor Mr.Seigsl 0 ¢ o me t agoikgtoa b o ut
Judith: Not every girl, Mister, because some are just ugly. happen

(She laughs.) Judith opense door and cheaksee if MSeigdk
Mr.Garcia That 6s ,Judith ni ce to s %orylng/et

JudithButits s . ¢Shewgiggles.) Heis,soshestepdackendtells evepneto be quiet

Mr. Garcial gueslsom yarr perspective it is. Mr. Seigeballs in Everyone is quiet.

Judith: Yeah Mr. Seiggl Y allb&en eearingqu.Garciés .
getting firedtd s  n.drbe truth isutieat the school is

Mr. GarciaJussmile fome ad you can go with your experiencir@udgec risis, S 0 weor e

friends. Mr. Garcids still goingtosuf he wants to

Judith gives Mearcia big smile. Mr. Garciaods yes.

Mr. GarciaSmihg with your teeth is better. You should Mr. SeigelAny questions3ilence) Nowellf youhave

try it. anything you want to talk alyoutcan come apeak
witheithe me or M<GarciaThank you. Have a nice

Judith laughs and smiles with her teeth. showing g
ay
Mr.Garcia That 6s better. Thank - '
Act 3 After he News

Judi t hwelcome, Misterrgithing for my favorite

teacher It is a Wednesday6'lperiod and College Readiness

therearetutorialsJudiths inamath group witkibert,
Judith walks back to her frightise  t r i es but g,qne$z0eflel Krystahbriana and a tthersMs

enjoy what should be fun. She look<Gatrdlavho Flore saythat sireit is MrGarcid s |, atsdentsd a y
smiles at heshilepointingo his teeth



arewelcome to hang out with him. So Judith and her
friend J&go.

Theyall jushang out, talk and Hane
Judithislyingdown on the charglookslittle down.
Mr. Garciaotices

Mr. Garciawhats wrongJuditR You seem sad

Judi t h:wrNoontgh,i nMjGsst e r . | 6 m

Mr. GarciaStayed up last night talking to your boyfriend
agaiphuh ?

Judith: (Smilingyhat makes ythink that (She
laughs.)

Mr. GarciaThatsmie pretty mudills me you digHe
smiles back.)

JudithWell, no, nothis timg  brudtll tiréd &
Mr. GarciaRough day? Having proBlems

Judith: (Pointing) That Albert.
Mr. GarciaAlbertMirde®
Judith: (Blushing) Yes!

Mr. Czares and Mbarcidookat each other and,nod
saying togeth&vell he ight b ad.

JudithWhat do you mean hé ksa®

jMu. &drciaa Hleidtstklna tti iar dydhdt . we O 1

Judith: Oh, weleahl think he SOcute
Mr. GarciaDo you talk to hfm
Judi th: .No, hebds shy

Mr.Cézaressreyousue heds t he ?shy

Judittemiles.
JudithNo, sshkyfe never talks to.me

Mr. Cazares We | , S i n amnotyeud s

|
Judith: 1| just didnot sl ee¥M¥edquoaddakigl@ . ¢ o ¢
0s

|l &m having a bad hair day

Mr. GarciaYou knowd@ not all about looking o d . It
about paying attention in class.

Judithlknowl mean | dondausecar e
either way | look pretiafld | 6 m j ust ki ddi
was just sayingé

Mr.Garcia Do n owr ogregg. meou bdton ot

itd s bett ento yduknohjustdookrgootd h a
Mr. Cazargeins theonversation.

Mr.Cazares He 0 smergig/oight like y&u for
your lookgyut most gajook at how good you are up
here(He taps hirad.)

JudithYeah, | know. Hey, Mister. You know who | think
is cute?

Mr. GarciaTherere two Misters herehigh orfe
Judith Both ojou!

Mr. Cazare©Kwh®

Judith: Albert

Mr. GarciaAlbert?!

Judith: Yedlbert

Mr. Cazare§Vhich Albert ?

Judith  But he
(,juqst how shy he is

not gaiusg

Mr.Garcia | t wonot hurt to

Aftemthe kalk, | Jiel, vk Gabciand MrCazardsave
Kiystal pilesitssdéne cupcales as a syiiavehel.
Juditkchats with her friefaséAlbet and his Friend
Ambori%nﬂ cal!)ogeé I[Barcialheyaresitting close to
where Judith ahosé@retalkingso since everyone
knowshat Judith and Aldiée each othelpsé&alls
him over. At that point, Marcifinishetalking to
Ambrianandsits with Judith.

Mr. Garcialudithd i d n & tyouyhought Alkeery was
cute?

Judith(Blushing) Umo!

Mr. Garcial thought you said you viestry antthat he
was the shy one

t

(

h

or
tlo

t

Judith1dm not shyand hesthe shy one because lee nev

talks to me

Albert What? Not evdrdo talk tter,but she never
says anything

Mr.GarciaDo n d e shsealild youdr e

Judith:Heisle 6s only tal king
you put me on the spdister.

t
t

ro

h e

o



Albertlaughs.

Al bert :
look at me

Nah, Mi stadt . e8bad

Juan: Come,dool vy alwaysrtadking about her
sayingow pretty sheaisd how cute you think she is.
Jug tell her face to face already

Jose Y eah tohdotbl@ays saystoatie . Y

Albert laughs and looks at Judith.
Mr. GarciaYou picked a good, gkibert
Albert: | knowhuh

Judith smiles.

Albert lookatJudith.

AlbertYou dr e slodybeaut i f ul

Judi t htérsredec Sheleokssaway then turns back
and smiles.

Judith: Thank you.

Mr. Garciawhy did you turn aroudddith? He told
you something nice.

Judith: | said thank you, Mister.

Mr.Garcla That 6s al I?? No hug

Judith hwplbert ad walks away. Tiedl rings.

They alfjoto the lzick top for a fire drill and stafpout
abouten minutes

Judithiswith her friend Mitzi whbeysee MrCazares
talking to MiGarciaThey gapand talk to thedudith

and Mitzil o rieél tike going back to clastheysk

Mr. Cazareend MrGarcid they can hang oubirt

class and just heavalk. The two teaclanee so Mr.
Céazardslls Mr. Navarro Miatndi dsdi t hds
teacherthat thegregoing to be his claggelping him

out with some stuffelied,butt h akayvath the girls.

Mr. CazareMitzi, JudittKrystahnd MrGarciare
walking to MiCézarés c | as s.

Mr.Cdzared m going t osous.e t he
Garciaf youcan please open the door and watch them.

Mr.GarciaYeah dondt worry about

Theygo nside, and #iree girls start writing on the
boad.

s G ,fo%Dno ngo t

Theyodore writing stuMi | i ki

gy I%eunaopw eeo._qq]ahpned boeYs t
As thewrite, Mitziasks MiGarcia question.

Mitzi: Mr .Garciawhy is MrCazareslways sad

Mr.Gaca How do you know heds

Mitzi: Well, he always lookslIsémbks like he wants to
cry or somethirgnd his eyes always look watery

Krystal: [ k @apareswayh doesdosk t r |
sad

Judith: Yeah | i ke i f h etldhés vidhaat v i n g
i ke i f heds stressed out

Mr. GarciaWell, maybeoy girls slutd ask him when
he comes back.

Krystal But and Whattith sd ceeamsbrad t

want to talk abouR it

Mr. Garciawell,t hat 0 s
hedl |l t.ell you

H iggmettgsire i c e &
guys
Mit zi: I 61 | ask him when |

Mr. GarciaOK then

At that moment, Mtazarasalksntothe class and the

0 irls Ry HeyBrkidof nervous to askihey ay

quiet.

Mr. GarciaMr. Cazareshegirls want to agéu
something

Mr. CazareSure, what i®it

The girlsay serious anid down in front of MGarcia
and MrCazares

Mitzi: Mr.Cazaresve wanted to ask ydhwyyouare
aldvays se sad.y

Mr.Cadzares | 6 m not sad
KrystalWell it seems like youlmease your eyes
always look wateayd i likeyou want to cry or
something

r Jedittt Yead pdie always so seri@uns you look

stressed out .

Mr.tCazar€¥vell, hameteesked out and kind of sad but
not so sad | want ta cry

JudithWhyare youesl, Mister? If weuldk n o w é



Mr. Cazares We ljukt that my wifssgoing through
some problems at her school

Judit h: Sh2eds a teacher
Mr. Cazared\o,s h a f@riscipal at a middle school

Krystal: And what happened, Mi8tetproblems she
going through

Mr. Cazare¥Vell, sheame homegardayand she
almost criedh8 said that a student from her school is

apparently mentallpiithep ar ent s donodt

understand and she has to report it becaudesathe kid
beerthreatening her saying hgouag tdill her,and
he wrote all over theys restroom with his own.feces

Thegirls areo disgustdaljt they undeasi Mr.
C § z paireasddvhais wifénas beegoing through
His eyegetwatery so tiggrls just chandpe subject

The bell rings, so they leave for home.

The next dayriveand Juditieelsveird and sad
knowing théfir. Garciav 0 n &thiere o &eep her from
frowning

ButShel o e ketrthattruin her dapieBnowsvir.
Gardd going to come basSkegoe®n with the rest
her week until winter break.

Act 4 After Winter Break

Judithreturngo school happy becauseshesse all
her friends and desperately wants to s&hiisem
excited to see MBarciaShe will wait tthe daheis
her subThe day finalyrivesand shis happyhghad

toldhim that the daysubss he 6 s goi ng t

and say hi to himfore every period. So she does.

Going to"@peaiod, Judith passes througkMro r e s &

Now, it isFriday and Juditagyotten in trouble with her
Period 3tteacherShal o e end @ptgoing t8Geriod
becauseshes at t h andstefeelnd s of f i

© Secause she n 6 talk to MrE&arcian the last dag

is there.

WhileJudiths in the office during lunicesases Mr.
Garciaoming towatteoffice. Shishappy to get the
chancw talk to him since sgoing tbe irthe office
all dayntil after school

WNIrrGlarcig@pproaches.

Mr. Garcialudithdid you get in trouble again?

Judith(Sarcastically) No, of course not, Mister. | never
get in trouble.

Mr. GarciaTherwhat are you in her&for

Judith: For an award

Mr. Garcia(SarcasticalRgally? Which one?
JudithThe one people get for doing ¢®bd.laughs.
Mr. Chavezludithare you surésitfor th&t

Judith Just kidding M&arcial did gein trouble.
Mr.Chdvez Thatds better

Mr. Garciawhat did you do naudith| thought you
said you wegoing to stay out of trauble

JudithWe | | | & m but isyharchbgcauséi s t €
get mad fagut | did good on my dailyng mm is
going to be kind of happy.

ilio GakcigWell shemightjbg hagpy about that but not
about yogetting in trouble.

Judith: | know.

class where Marcigssulbing andhe sayshi J u di t h g, Chivez Judithcan | ask you something ?

3%and Adperioc | ass is right in
so as she walks to sheagain saysiiih a bigmile

Then, she runsS{‘bperiod,vvhichsher favorite claxs
the day. There she haadishe alwaysesbut she just

¢ a n 6 tbgeto&"ipdriod The bellings and her heart
beats fast. She ruhperiod and sdy$oMr.
GarciaShe tells hitlmatshéhagnissed him

| tadlsursdagindheisgoingo be there on Friday too.
She hdsn téking to hinfor most of the periahd she
ishappy to see him the negxtata

r
Judkh: Yeahwhat Mister?

- -+ - £  AAa_. -1 _ . - . =~ -

Mr. ChaveaWhat wouldoy do if someomartyour
mon?

Judith: Ohhell nol woul dnButthativauld t he
depend aetype of hurt toMister.

Mr. GarciaWell,what ift wasnental hurtifig
Judith: Like wit hghtbaek f e el

Mr. ChavezSqif you wouldint anlybedy hurt your
mo mo s , thenevhyidgmigaosit?



Judit h: But I donodot , Mi st

Mr. GarciaSoyou think your maghappy when you
get in troubk

Judith: Well, ndqutld i dn ot

Mr.ChavezY o u r
feels for you to know

know.she

mom doewshowshehave

JudithYesshe doe&ause then heise will | knv

Mr.Garciatd s ¢ o mmarv i soeursd gg. s e
seeing you in trouble if she dlamys come and fight

for you.

Judith: Yeahknow

Mr. ChavezSgthen why do you d@it
Judi t h: | Mi st

donodt know,

Mr. GarciaWell,y o ugdingeao have to because your

anger s gpiftto take you anywhere in life.
Judith | edrd that dnany times already

Mr. ChavezAnd youhink people say it to bug lyau

theysay it because itods the
fromexperience

Judithlk n o w going td tny harder now

Mr.Garcia D o njsttdoit! r y

Judih :  Twhhaattdsl | earned i n Ms.
Mr.GarciaY eah, wel | é

Judith: OK, Mister.Oilyc ause you said

The bell rings.

JudithMr. Chévegan | lea®e

Mr. Chavezy'es Judith. Have a nice day
Judith: Bye, Mr. G and Blnavez

Mr. GarciaBye Judith. Have a nice weekend
JudithYou too, Mister

Act 5 The Loss Of A Special Friend

The weekend Ipasseaind Juditison her way to school
in a so dad good mood, thosblds running late.

Shayetout of the car.

Momldmorry youodonétl aee
day.

JudithOK. Bye | love youMom

Mom | love you to Bye
Judittgetder tardy pass goédso class.

As soon as giletdthere MRohraddressasr.

9 €Ms Rohtsftidth, tifey redt dute counseling office.

Judith wHineghth h & B K

She walks over thinki@gaibout her grades, like always.

dsagn.terga%d seea?loiotlpeér girthereandvonders

S 1I or ahutdheyahavi® gdeat h e m,

Theyallwalk into a room witls Mimon whohas tears
in her eyes. Sbwith Mr. Zapat#fter le introduces
himselhe says that hedwasething to téllethree of
them At that pointludith iscared amdo e knowb t
what to thinkMs. Lindn.and Mr. Za rt ofby
sea};in'g thégund c?mﬂa?M{:. Gacrc?avr{;?-r%sﬁeﬁthemy
hospitalwvo day®eforeThe only thinudith is thinking
islshe okaly®s. Limén is cryirap she wgorried.

an

Mr. ZapateSorry to sdlis,but we found out that he
passed away Sunday morning.

Yuditirhniedizddely hotdwh feeling BardcBriingP €t
down her cheek. &htbrave.

JudithHow do you know?

Ms. Lindn: His family told us abouiiid they gave us
permilssion te shére tioelsad mesvs with the school. We
wanted yadthreegirls to be the fimtes to know.

Judith: And why us?

Ms.Limoén Well, we asked Mt.azaragMr. Garciaaid
anyting about any specific studentde said that you
threewere the closest to hire.I18bkat Judith.

Ms. Limon: Especially,yow d i tsdrry. Ydu gints

dondt ohawe ctloasgs foftably¢ ou do
going.

JudithWhat if we want to go to class?

Mr. ZaataY o uvielcame to gbut if you need to

talk, you can come back anytaibere will be some
counslors here for you

JudithMs. Lim6ncan ljustgo cl ass? | r e

want to think about it.

fody Msr L[y”qérp]is %Qadhaapierars and just sloer head

understanding what Juslitjoing through. Shnges
Judith a passlbéo class and as Judith walks out of the



office, she looks down and cries. Before getting to class
she sgs at the restroom and lkiesever before.

Shal o e wamt@mybody to see her g@he goes
insidea stall anglipes hdears. She \séer face to
erase thednessomthecrying. Sheé o0 e wamtd t
people to séer.

Shayoedso class acting like everythiokay even
when everyone agks ahagpenethdvhad s

She ignordzem all.

Ms.Rohrgellsthe studentisat MsGarciathe principal,
isgoing t@ome and talk to everybaaygithisthe only
onewhoalreaditnows

Ms.Garciaomes in arsadys she has horrible denith

d o & wantdo hear it againdngt knows sherias
choice. She puter head down andtwiggore what

the princip&saying. She pler head up and everybody
stareat her. Peogt@owthe pain slieeldecause
everyonknowsdow close she was toQdrcia

Judittgoes mwith her unhappy daylguking down.
Shel 0 e snowdhow t& feeh&eeldad dr being in

trouble and for dzpointinlylr. Garciavhen they last
saw each other.

During 2 period, Ise needs someone to tadlo tshe
goes to the coelirsg office amditesa letter tdAr.
Garcids famil y.

Shénhas a neckldca cros8 andgivesdt to his familyrfo
them to put on his grave.

Sheeminisceabouthe timeshe had with him and the
storieshey share8hdeelagthougtshé Isst a brother
or an uncl&hdeeldike a part of hisrgoneandshe
thinksshdasgoing t@o back to her aldyswhen she
would get in trouble without caring whattothegkt

or felt.

Shespeaks to one of her closestamuingnswho tells
herto just live hefdid to not let anything or anyone stop
her from doingell.

Judith: Now that MBarcia s n 0 t her e,

Judith goes on totsay nobody undersdder like he
did ancdho oneeverw i | |
for a fact, MGarciavould be e more proud to see
her keep going and thatiehbél dsoto honor him.

wrong.

The counselor tdiglith tha¥lr. Garciavill always be
watching over her and that he will always bd Hene wit
through spirit

Judithtakegheadvice and decitiekeep goinglthough
sheknowsshés going to havensobad days

Judith iso fardoingvellwithher attitude and her
behavior. She will ALWAYS misSaiicizand sheill
always lovem very much. In fact, when it comes to life
changingtoriesthis is the one stik alwaytell.

R.I.P. Mr. Anthony Garcia

Literary Analysis

J dlattells Hedtlat c ou r

Uniqueness is Beautypy Dehisi @nez

Katy Perry, inersong F i r epeak® thellisteners,

who include troubled teém$ll thenthatthey are who

they are. Perry is letting her listeners know that the only
way to accept who you are is to let your true self come
out. The author uses metaphor, repetition and
onomatopoeia to reach out to teens with her message. W\
shoul dndt Iliarabecauschwe areval uniqgaea
and cannot be replaced.

In order to send her message, the songwriter uses sever:
metaphors. She comparefto fireworks. She lets us
know thalike fireworks, weer e al | beautif
youdr e eomdo rsehwoowr kb,em what
(Perryl7-18). A firework looks dull from the outside, but
when it is lit up, something beautiful comes out. If we
were to lighturselves yaswithselfconfidenceve

would burst into very beautiful ciblarsoore has ever

seen. When Pesryy n g s , oOBoom, boom,
brighter than the moon, mowwon (446) it is her

intention that her listeners understajusstisthe

moon is bright, we are all bright.

In addition to metaphors, Perry uses repgiitove to

her point. Perry usgsetéion to make it clear tthas

we arallboth bright and beautiful. A phrase she repeats
frequently is o0Baby, youdd,!
colors burst.o6é6 She is tryl
insecure inhe they are and help them understand that
they are beautif8heepeatpatterns in the music that
parallel for her listeners the behaviors she wants to them
to repeat.

N 0 b iThe author uses onomatoguefmsefullyp deliver

her message. 8beshis to emphasize the diffevence
carallmake wheme are true to oahgeso B o o m,
boom, boodho (o04h5) oahn!do
something people say when they are surpiised
somethinigbeautiful or when they come to fully
understand samne Perntruly wants teens to
understand that | daptiabesn o1
they should keep true betaeisewill be people who

(19)



will fully appreciate who theywslheen faced with your
inner beautyhere will be people vgo® Oh ! 6

Manyteens can relate to gogg and its message.
Sometimes there are teens who fakeestheir

completely. When they learn that they can change the
world just by being themselvemibhgive a better

i fe. Katy
because it helps teens understand that who they are is
amazing and medas the right to change them. Only
they have the key to open all the doors they need. They
need to see that people will care for them more if they
show their truselves

TheRiver is Our Brotherby Jazin Cecena

Have you ever referred to the Earth as nothing but a piece
OHo

of land? In the speech
by Chief Seattle, | came to understand all the ways of the
red man. They treasured their lanalsolhwas way

more than just a piece of land to them. The speaker uses
imagery, figurative language, personification and
symbolism to convey his message.

Everythingintherechntas | and i 9 hol y
from the smallest insect to the deepeastddn. The
speaker uses imagery to help us understaefebhow
abouthel and. OEvery shining

ndemonstrate

home iseduced ta single senterfaeevery action there is
an equal or stronger rddusidheme is shown through
imagery, symbolism and sensory details.

Imagery is one of the key items anuaetodrelphis
readers visualize what they are reading. Homer uses
imagerwhen2us responds to Heldi

Perr yidissd, mes s ager ev e n gyeukeemsHimg among theatleless gods

and mortal men across the goodayreenb € | 61 | h
racing shi p BawkXlmageryishi t e |
different from details in that they inspire in each reader
something differe®ne reader mighsualize a storm

while another migiete a clear daiethemes

connected herechese it slvs how Zeus redots

Od y s s e hasirig eatdmeeattle of the sun.

Symbolism is an important tool for aothsswhen t he
they want to represent an abstract idea. Homer USGSQhIS

toolwlen Odysseesnds up on Cal ypso
thatheds | eft to pine on an
ny mph Cal dshehads bim thevelbg derce

(Book Y. Theras symbolisim theislandWhernone

thinksof anislandheor sheéhinksof isolation, loneliness

and sadnebte/shecan imagehow Odysseus must feel

and whdteing on an islandst mean to him. The theme

is portrayeldere because Homer uses symbolism to
Odysseusd mpani

every mist in the dark woods, every clearing and hummingcrew. Since Odysseus u |kekem tastcrew fromiregat

insect is holy in the memory and experience of my
peopl e. Gshathhe speaker helgsgeate in
ourminds helip articulatthe importance of the kand
the red man. The lgaaghthemwho they were.

The rivers and ocdaatame so important to tham th
they were then called brothers. The speaker uses
persoificatiorto show how much the red madfoar
and
they quench our thifdte rivers carryraanoes and

f eed o0 u Rivecslla nbtéatually hade the ability
to carry their canoes andcfaketten. The speakses
personification to show that the rivers provide water and
transportation for which he is gratbutiver iskea

brother.

One of the reasons why the land was probably very
important to the red man is that many sdbafidads
and blood for the | and.
the streams and rivers is not just water but the blood of
our ancestors. 6 The water
were made in order for men to be able to enjoy it. The
symbolism makks speeet the mongowerful and
meaningful.

The Odysseyy Adan Carbajal

The Odydsgy{omer tells a story of a man who has been
away from home for over twenty years. He sees his crew
die and his hobmecoméooded by suitors who want to
marry his wife Peneldpel y s straggls td get back

o Ttogethed does somethingdo now affeasat all i

thecattle, Zeus pishes him by destroying his ship,
resultingn Odyssewsnding up dhelonelyisland.

In most high levekts there are no pictures to see what

is going on. Instead, authors use sensory details to descr
the setting and actidome uses sensory details
throughothisepigpoem. Here is a quick exariie
Odysseus aimed and shot Antinous square in the throat,

appreci at e dreduhbeothers, v e r sandthe point went stabbing teaugh the soft neck

a nd (Bowak¢XH). In this scene, Homer graphically
describe®tv Odysseus reacts to the ditogsrhis
home and eating all his fawch details haneeffect
becaudgbey givthe readergutreponse much like that
of OdyssetgnselfThe theme is proven again here
because Odysseus has a big retraticnitoraho
havesucked the lideit ofhis home.

Abig question answeredibdfew ieverything linked

mo
| a tlteseeMdto be triighat we dmight not affect us

right away, but it walifect usventuallywe are all ces
affected by the choices we make. Homer uses imagery,
symbolism and sensory details to prove this Bfe lesson
that for every action there is an equal or greater reaction.




ResearchBased Persuasive Graduation rates avdirceration rates have a pattern.

2.3% of the black population is in jail. .07% of the Latino

Educationvs.Incarceration by Zaira Gganova population is in jail and .04% of the white population is in

For the state of Arizona and many other statgs the jail (Streitfeld). African Americans are the race with the
they predict or estimate the number of prison beds neededlowest graduation rate and the higlaeseration rate,

for the next century is by analyzingduay of their compared to whites who have a lower incarceration rate
third grade students read at grade level. Accthvding t and higher graduation rate. Ultimately, a graduation rate
Washington Bodtreadfaster.com other states like shows which people have more access to education,
California do something similan thegstimatthe including higher education, and are therefore lessening

number of prison beds by the number of fourth graders  their chances okaday being incarcerated.
reading belaheirgrade level. Research Websites

like edtcyber.com she that when a student is far

behind ohisreading level he oftentaisitch up and
consequently dsopit of high school. A large percentage
of those high school dropouts end up being incarcerated

for one reason or another since more than 59&b of feder 13%. For the state of California the poverty rate among

inmates are high school dropouts. In addltlon,. the U.S. African Americans is 29%, Latinos 32% and whites 12%.
Department of Education also states that o0sI Xty per

Americads inmates are il | i Apersawdasmkeigher edncgtion als®earnsdnioife th
them to read -fivepgercentof t e, a naperdomwhp kddaes/not. Across the nation, the average
juvenile offendershavardi ng pr obl ems 6 @&nduadsatliacrey Poofl iacyper son who
Institute). The way a reading level estimates the numberof§ 51, 206 whi |l e for a per sol
future prisoners shows the connection between education $74,602. A person with just a high school diploma earn o
and incarceration and that an education lessens the average $27,915 whil@oduts earn a mere $18,734
likelihood that a person will one day become edtarcerat  (Hal). The more education you receivesthlikely you

. . . are to be below the poverty line, and if gbo\attee

Dropping out of high school increases the chance that you . . D

. : . . poverty. Ilneé/ou are less Ilkt?ly to go to {c;;ul. ,
wi || one day end uplnjall?. Th artircl’e "JOoEvery Nin
Seconds in America a St ud elhaducBiassoimmrsantthenvhyae droppub ratesrso
aypf.org states that students who end up dropping out of high? The facts show that dropping out just causes povel
high school are three times likety to end up in jail and jail the for many. Some students and parents might
than students whadyrated from high school (Grant say that education is just too expensive, but really sendin
Students who graduated college or have had some kind ofa person to jail can be more expensive than sending a
higher education are less likely also. In 1997 about 23% ofperson to college. In 2008, the United States spent 51.7

A personds economic cl ass
that a person will receive a higher education and therefor
avoid prison. According to statehealthfacts.org, the
percentage in the United States of African Americans
living in poverty is 35%, Lattnds% and whi t e

federal inmates had a college degree or some kind of billiont ax payer s 6 dsoOnlawmageiton ¢
higheeducation compared to 59% of federal inmates costs the state of California about $29,000 per inmate for
being high school dropouts. According to an article on one year. A public fgear university in the state of
clms.neu.edu cali&be Consequences of Dropping Out California costs on aver af
of High School during the year200@6boutof 10 have to go to a private, Ivy League university, which can
male high school dropouts was institetiofdle rate cost rare than $45,000 a year. A person in jail can cost
among high schoaldgiates was 1 out of 33 anthfes California about $17,000 more per year than a person in

whohad bachel or s degr ee or uhniigvheerrs,i tiyt. wBays rle coeuitv ionfg b5

(Shaw). The more education a person has the less likely ita high school diploma, a person can go from earning abo

is that person will end up in prison at one point in their $28,000 to earning over @31, There are many

lifetime scholarships and grants out there that can help pay for
higher education. The United States has set aside about

A big factor in education is racedd e average three trillion dollars just for education.

graduation rageross the nation for Asians and Pacific
Islanders was 91%, whileliiest was831%, for So, if putting a person in jail is more expensive and waste
Latinos it was 63% and for African Americans it was 61%. more of tpayershoney, t hen why i s



doing enough to prevent high school students from
dropping out? Once a high school student drops out of
high school, the chandessntiieing incarcerated at least
once imis or hdifetime automaticallsesand here

goes 51.7 billidiollars that could have been spent on
educatioalong witktrategies to keep children in school
and on a path of success.

All things considered, education plays a big role in the
likelihood a person will one day be incarcarated,ibt 6 s
certainly not the only factor. Education is connected with
a personds economic cl ass
up .
likelihood a person will graduate from high school or
receive a higher educatthareducation a person

receives can lessen the chance that that person willoneday Me as ur e

be incarcerated. So, if
inmates are high school dropouts, 60% of inmates are
illiterate and 85% of juvenile offenders have some sort of
readingroblem, it shows what the government needs to
focus on most (Justice Policy Institute).

Instead of the government trying to calculate the number
of prisorells the United States will inabe next

century, they need to help prévemtThe government
needs to focus more on getting more children to go to
college do at least graduate from high school. When 1
out of 10 male dropasisstitutionalizednd dropout

rates among African Americans and Latieag@d&

and A maureiisingrisens rfot education because
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Creative Correo

When shown graphic photos from the Jim Crow

the United States incarcerates more people than any otheiPeriod, students were asked to write letters tor

country in the world, we know we have a problem. If we
continue on the path we are on now, many more people
will increase their own likelihood of onecdayirizp
incarcerated and we wil/
counting prison beds right. More angaomievill

lead lives of failure, poverty and &auole will become

one moreyad statistic. The governdriselping just one
person attend a ursitg instead of a prison will save
taxpayers $29,000.

The government shamNestnore in education and less
in jails. The United States shotidé known for
incarcerating more people than any othericahatry
world. The United States shotd@ddke pride in and
be known faducation

PJust

from one or more of the people in the photos.
Following are two such letters.

Dear Guy Smirking at theKilling by Zaira Gsanova

wondering whatdos 74684
Do you think this is funny? Are you having fun? Apparent
you are because it looks like you brought your girlfriend.
Seriously, couldndtadgfou t
bringing her to a lynching? And, by the way, your
girlfriend or wife is eit!]|
pregnant | feel bad for t|
raised by insecure, racist haters whose ideal world is run
by straight, white Christia

You probably support Jim Crow, the KKK and the messe
up government. Honey, if you would just put yourself in

their shoes and go through all the harassment and

embarrassment they go th
not be t her e .tlestysychmmth whoo u
enjoys other peopl ebds
Youdre probably a-incomefryk
boy. You candét accept chal
that some African American might be more intelligent anc

r
0
pai |
a



successfifilgiven the chance so to keepithemir Zeus) have a son named Telenawhasvife

placé you do t hi s: hang themPenel ope. | 6ve beewould opawid
and have done what | have needed to do in order tﬁ] et

where | need to be. | did it all for the good of my %a i%_rp

sincerely wattt get home to my wife andisén, y o u 6 |

let me.

Seriously, why do you thi
Everyone is born the same way with equal rights.
Hopefully, after you read this, it can heilp yoone

way, to better understand that what you are doing is
morally wrong. I n t he end, Sncerely, out

really hope you grow a l@esobner better than later.

, Odysseus
Sincerely,
After ariveting live perfformanceby Mi ke 0 Th

Girl Who Thinks This is Wrong Poet 6 Sonksen, students wt

Dear Godby Cynthia Hernandez write letters to the city of Los Angeles.

Youbre the one who brings Dear Los Angeles 1 yo

the one who chooses our path. But why would you choose My hame is Jacqueline Cruz, and | am a rkaident. |
foorme t o be bl ack? metdgondt cexpectations for the atyl they are not being met. For

through all this paiallthis discrimination. When will example, | walk through the streets full of garbage and
this end? You dondét know htagging. We are better than that! We deserve to live in a
throughl have so much hateinmyheard | j u st clean environment. Not only will it benefit itsyiiut

do anything about it. Why did you bring me to this world? benefifuture geerationss well. Another expectation |

Did you want to see me sufferrdtmhbme into this have is a school full of students who want to learn and
cruelworld,and all I get from it are hurtful words, being achieve. That expectation is not being met. | walk into
treated like an animal, no respect! public schools that are overcrowded and have horrible
God. all | 6m asking i supplies. It s I.iStu@entiJaeein%

? " our future doctors and lawyers. They are the ones that
twenty years from now will be assistingeusréaiddng’
our place. They should be able to learn as much as the

can. | dondt see that 'Fa |

s f
supposed to want the bes
the opposite! It is said that you love ualigi] bgu
thatds not what youdre pro
then why are we being treated like this?

schools adming their best. Charter schools provide a
So many questions | want t safe cleanenvironmentfor students to learn andnachiese
| hope | get my answers. Los Angeles, you have many positives, but there are a fe
. negatives. We must work together toyowaiidetter
Sincerely, place.
The Hanged Man Sincerely,

As part oftheir Odyssey fina) students were given
the opportunity to write letters to one or more of
the characters.

Jacqueline Cruz

Dear Los Angele$

Dear Zeusby Paty Vasquez You are so popular and awesome. Your hesbigegood

The mi st akes | have mad e acangotothebeadmurskiesIightatnigilihwtars. out
reason | dve done what I6velThe night 1ife iseaty wonde¢e
wanted to get off of Cal y psleepers. The niglillsd with dog howling and police: o
what she wanted. Yes, | knSirens. Youodre the reasaegn
what was ultimatelyhtigCalypso trapped me just and religions to happy smileshon | fdces¥ou ara
because she wanted a husband. place where everyone is equal.

The reason | stayed with Circe is because | had to save m But what kdyou s thecrimeand violence. Thentygs

men. Circe turned my men int6 Ifigsl to save them! | pricemnccar crashes on the freeemple take you for

know that | slept with Circe to free my men. @atce is granted and vandalize you.

like Calypso. Cinceade a deal with me in order to set _

my men free. Calypso just trapped me for seven years. Sincerely,
She&ept me from my home in Ithémasaved me from )

her. You sent Hermes to my rescue René épez



Dear Los Angele$ think you have much point.
pretty or anything, reall)
So, I dondt have any compl
feelings are totally neutral.

Keep up the diversity. | enjoy the peodev e n i f |
know them. They feel close. We share a deep love of this
city. Everyone is really the same. We have our favorite

places. We know giaeterdown on the corner #mel Sincerely,
tacodromElGavilan arkl Pollo LocéWe have our _
fiestas in théapa with primos afus singing, dancing, Valerie Iwamoto

and showing the love. Playing cumbia so loud you can heaSchoIarIyMusings
it four blocks away. People leave their horjuss with

$10sothey can have a remarkable time alongside When asked about the symbolism ifio Kill a

complete strange¥bis is our city. This iswe@reno Mackingbird, thisis how some students responded:

matter what race, ethnicity, color, culture or abnormality,

we ar@llthe same deep inside. We all think alike. We The snow symbolizes chang

share one common thing, and that is love. been snow in a long time, but now the weather is changir
] o o and so are the peopl eéthe

Latinos are the majority here, and beirgiialflove warning that something is going to happen. Té& snow

it We have similar fees. We all get togetaeery positive thing for some peoplea mative thing for

weekend have a carnadgs once in awbindhis others justlike Boo Radlbyilding a relationship with

binds us. We cause a great influemgeesmaryone. Scout and JeixMelissa Calderon

From East to West are the same, yet each of us is

unique. The snow could symbolize the cyadeaofllifiow

everything can chabgeause snow goes through the

You cand6t change usngingbecauyatercycle and changes from gas to wrater. That N @
ourselves. And once someoneyenidrs becomes part shows that peopém alsthanged Marcot dpez
ofyou He feels the balance of love and hate instantly.

The snowman symbolizes two things. The first is black ar

Sincerely, white coming together as one. The second is domination
It is white over black. Snow over dirt. It symbolizes who i

Ervin Wells in chargél AdriarMartinez

Dear Los Angele$ The fire symbolizes not only death but resurrection. Whel
a building is burnt down, something new is built in 'rtns
place to fill up the empty space. Or maybe that some¥hing
good can come out of somethingJaeminin Cecena

I dondt want to say this b
You seem to hateemew people come to,yamd you
dondt al way ssllikemostabowywe T he

Gamestopandsexy §iflsat | dondt | i keEgptismentioned because it wasyassuccessful
houses that you shaadvodiveh er e civilization. gtians made things that people still use to
hereldn sorry about the people who put trésh on this dayimplyindhat African Americansa¥whites
ground. And the peopl e wh oarenotlessthamy are not evequalhey areina -y c |

way superioB Alondra Banuelos

Y re difficult, Los Angeles! :
ou are difficult, Los Angeles Boo Radley functions as a symbol of fear. Fear because

Jim, Dill and Scout are afraid of him even though they
d o medligknow himd Balbina Medina

Ricky Carranza When asked to write phrases in meter, the
following lines emerged:

Sincerely,

Dear Los Angele$ S
A phrase about breakfast inambic pentameter:

| donot really |l ike or hat ) ) neu
know when people grow up and visit their hometown Three cookies in my tummy:
again for fond memories? WOStacieCatana t N

becauséhhtgiou, but | guess because of my overall A phrase about a best friend ifiambic pentameter:
experience here. _ _ _

I love to joke around and laugh with Jecki€azueta
y that s th
n

I real lky id@rsdtt htehicn o
d t h eAphrase about an enemy irambic pentameter: 4 e ¢

t
people youdre with a

isndt relevant, really. | popeyougoandbarellhate ydackigazuetd Y ©
some people love you, but to me what it comes down to is

the memories anderiifng.hely 8¢ Aphrase abouta friend irtrochaic pentameter:



Every day they make me smile with jokes. thing |am noable to tell her. | can trust her with

0 Daniela Becerra anything.

He is cool though heftienlate.d Daniel Figueroa SKIN by Kimberly Torres

A phrase about lunch inanapestic tetrameter ol will take you to the d
Jalapefios on pizza with bread on the side. | said OK and the raey we went. The doctor told my

0 Ariel Hernandez mother that | had to be treated with pills. We were both

shocked. | started to cry. After this, | saw four or five
doctors, and they all told me | was going to die. The sixth
Their love is for eterni§Noheni Garcia doctor sent me to a specialist who saidotiwetr the
doctors were crazy. OYou i

A phrase about love inambic tetrameter:

Personal Reflections

He explained to us that pkadaside showed me
Heroes pictures of how | would improve day after day. | felt that
all my doors had closed on me. The doctor gave my pills

Nina Nellyby Minanyiléguintero that had me falling all ovepltfwe and creams | had to

My personal hero isgogimother. Her name is Nelida, put on before moving any part of my body. The year

but I call her Nelly. She is not my real godmother, but 20092010 was not my year. Those days were the worst
sheds | i ke one. That &8s wh ydaysof my life. But then came all my heroes who helped
guardian. me througd my mother, aunt, uncle, cousin and my

. . _ ) grandpa. Theyystad with me through everything. They
She is very helpful, kind and everything you can think of. g ;fered with me. | am happyHhhsatiad them by my

you need advice, wilbe glatb give it to you. | always side protecting me. I 1 ov
talk to her for advice because her advice is very helpful.  ~5,1d ever repay them.
She gives advice to anyone Know

She is super fun to be with, but when it comes to doing ~ Empathy

_bad stuff, like gra_des, sheyst ri ct .l That ds Broken Down by Rain Sdb

intend to do well in school.

My older brother went to help his friend fix his car. While
thebroken dowal Camiriblsood was open, a cop car
turned the corner.

My nina Nelly has four kids. All of them are successful anc
married. She educated them well. Her oldest son and
daughter work with paintings. It is the son who actually
paintand the daughter who sells the paintings. The As my brother was working on thineeop
scondlaughter works two jobs and gets paid well. The  approached my brother and his friemth&itep on
lastson works with his wife and sons. They all have sons. the passenger siithe caturnedonthebrightightand

. . ~ nearlyplinded my brother. Whmey brotheturned to
Ni na N edotoygollegbutcsimeds very smart. | - ; tep
w o nkdow somethirtgyt she will. Another thing is that check where the light was coming from, tbie

she is brave and wilatything. She is like that because & SIrens:
she says that i f you dondt Thenthegskewhatitwasy brotherand hisfriend t o
you want tga She is respectful to everyone and were doing to thar. Thepegaimterrogatingoth

responsible. She takes care of my siblings and me becausmen My brother felt worfsee because his thoughts at
my mom passed away three months ago. | love my nina the momentwefehney candt do anyth
Ndly so much for being here f@hesis myer-o. | break any law.

love her with all my heart. After the officassketvhose car it was, thereawas

Siger by Salvad@rcegueda silence.

One of my heroes is my sister. The reason she is my hero So, thefficer took my brother into the back seat of the

is that | can come to her no matter what. | can come to heicop car and told him to sit patiently. The officer went bacl
for advice and she eaveby helpful with whatever | to my brotherds friend an
need. She is also very respectful because no matter what
t el | her , she doesndt get
because she graduated from college.

My brot htrstibesr o sr i veenrded sdiJttdoss
hiséandche pointecbmy b r é Ijustecame to delp
him since he asked me to.

To me she is helpful, respectful, loyal, smart, honest, The officer went to my brother and asked if the EI Camin
brave, trustwtiny, confident, grateful, caring, and careful was hi s. My brotheros res|
in many different ways. | love my sister. There is not one



Since the officer wasnodt
took bottmendown to the pddistation. There they

were put into custody and had to wait until Monday to go
to court. All this happened on a Thursday night.

My empathy began Friday morning when | got the news
that my brother was in j&hew what a fadeeusation
fells like.

Fighting, Hungry, Happy, Sadby Alexi©cegueda

During winter break, my mom needed someone to take
care of my little brother
toask. Ifelynqp at hy f or my mom and
care of the kBngsaybdm on

My mom appreciated that | was going to do that for her.

She was even willing to give me money. | put myself in hel

shoes and realized that | could make her happy by doing

her a favor and not taking the money. Even though | knew

the risk | waaking. | say this because my little brother
and sister are two little troutdders. Just like any other
little kids in the world, | guess.

While taking care of Adrian and Zyra, in the first few
hous, they were already fighting and hunigaypjyd

and then sad. Adrian and Zyra were fighting over the
remote control, and after | took it away, they both got
sad. | didndt know what
my mind was calling my mom and asking her for a way to
cheer them up. She said to heakesbmething good to
eatThas ounded easy at first,
know whab cook for them, | started to get worried. |

acted right away and ableedoth what they wanted to
eatandtheya i d,
woutl want Burger King. | only had ten dollars left for the
week, and | was sathatfor Saturday or Sunday. But, |
wanted to cheer them up, so | brought them to Burger
King.

Now | know what my mother goes through!
My Mo t $heeshp Judith Araiza

| went inside and saw my mom and stepdad talking. |

di dnot feel l'i ke i nwentr f er.i
inside my room and etkmyl-pod. | was on youtube

when | heard a hard knock on the door. It was my aunt.
Sheame in with her eyes alllwashe oul dn ot
it either. She had told my sleeshould go toé¥ico to
say one last gdnye to my grandpdy mom agreed to
go. Heflight was going to leave the next morning.

I didndét want mom t o
us?lceitanl y di dndt want my
My mom wdmallyable to talk to me aagivhat was

my
st

o n h e r"wWhikelithmklit woudd be a good idea to go
to M&xico to say one last gngde t o
going 0

t o

| was wo unled

0The reason | dm not | eavi
priority.Even though he is my fathel,and a v e n 6 t
him in twenty yeat®avinfpr a week without seeing

you woulthurt me more than not sée@mgght nowl
loveyouandys si ster . 0O

s h o ¢ k eawant Wiop

| was amazeg what she said, and | felt empathy because
if | were in her situation, raising two children, | would feel
the same. I tried to hol d
cry, but | coul dnot . | a
toldme that it was okay to cry because it lets out all jéd?
inner emotions. | cried for five or so minutes and told her

V that I loved her and that | was blessed to have a mother

who loved her children and would do anything for them.

We stood and walked to be with the rest of the family.
They hugged her and smiled at her so she would feel
better.

Destiny
Destiny Belongs to Udy Daniel Figueroa

| believe that people control most of their own lives. If it
were a higher power controlling us, then all humans
would have one religion. |
somet hing of a religi Qus |
we do. | believe tiaddpushess toward doilagtions’

that better us and othleus it is our decision if we help

or hurt.You might get a feeling to do your homeworlﬁjbptd
then decide to instead walebision.

It doesndt just have to b

0.Bd rlg erre WKe rn gt h o udo. If youreligion believes in evil, evil might push you

toa But it is still your own decision. A person might feel
|l i ke cheating on a test b
follow through

Hu ma n scomaptetelgoid@rolled by higher powers
becaudmumankave brains.

Godis & the Wheelby Marcdsépez

Godistheomhoc ont r ol s peopl eds
would be able to move amiudcle i t  we r e nodgnt,
God knowihe day youeaborn, and he is the only one
whoknows when you are going to die. He is our GPS to

b e guide us to our destination.

Assuagenent
Fearballby ReéLo6pez

| e Many people are cenegl by their fears. Fear can 5 o
,destroy someone by making them insecure. My frignd Pa

had a fear of playing fdotbalvas very good at it and |
told him the benefits of playing football. He was happy bu

mynof at h eonce he saw the players he was freaked out.

It was Day 1 of his practice and he wanted to play
receiver, but he stunk at it.



stuff, you get sad. I tol
depressed because her brother would get mad at her.
When | said that, she smiled. | guasgiinny. She

asked why | was so sweet. | told her that she was my girl

Finally, feer three monthspoéctice, he started playing
guarterback. He was the best in the business. He was
respected by everyone, even the teachers. Ble took hi
team to victory and into the finals

: Love- B
| remembered that | was theoassuabis fear of Love- bos

football. As a resultbeeame good at something, and | LoveDoesndt Co meyCristmVega Bot t |

felt proud. My uncle Pepsed to lowe drink and get druiikis

Falling Fearby Melina Almanza was before he lost whdbbed even more than aldohol

.. hiswife.
OD t a) ~ 1 d AT N o ™M g M \AI N I + WaS

A time | assuaged someone
long ago. | went to Exposition Park. | have a lot of fears. Pegwas an average guyivide in Mxco with his
Some of them are phobias. | have a phobia of flying and offamily. It was him, my aunt Maria, and my céusin Jos

elevators. They all lived in a small apartment. Since my éousin Jos
was anonly chide wa s n 6 tisonlgholyby s o c i

At the science center they had a special exhibition where waslayingideogamdde di dndt real |y

we got to deal with and find out about comnian fears parentand was sfal. | thought he was dirugs

society. There were four rooms: the fear of animals, fear because his eyes were always vealydry

of electricity, fear of noises and fear of falling. | uncoordinatethche smelled likeeedl wasndt

experienced all tlhr®ms. surprised by this,buyy  aunt woul dndt e

talk to hinabout itMy aunt Maria was always locked up
in her bedroom praying. She was a very skinny and
defenseless woman who wasasgllherproblems
andshewvas unemployed.

The one that got me a little more nervous was the fear of
falling. | absolutely hate the feeling of falling. | had to be
strapped into a bed which was standing and then fall. | got
nervous because once you are pushed, nothing can stop
you. As so@s the guy pushed the button and let me fall, She would go to church very often. She also r&tedy ate

| closed my eyes. Ten seconds later it was over. mostlydrank water. Myadha r i @ al so di dr

I't actually wasndot that batggoogtgrpewnhfgmllyﬁ "e e~ my f

falling. | even wished it would have been a little bit more Pepe worked in a plasti&ing factory. He would work
hard core. all day in ordereakeends to meet. He made a lot of
friends at work, but none that were actually helping him,
only ones that would bhimg down even more. His only
When | was in the seventh grade, my childhood hobby was to drink with his buddies. Heywouldat
girlfriendds brother di ed. 100aeho tothg bacandising Karaake flirewitinike  t
news, | cried. He died in the war. | had wanted to become bartender, and drink. He would egdinghomeat

a soldier just like him and serve my country and fight for  2:00 in the morningttimeshewould crash at the bar or

Remembranceby Kevin Alein

the right reasons. e\en sleep on the streets.

Well, the dayfound out, | went to my childhood Yet, other than alcolva lovechyaunt Maria very
girlfriendds house. | as k emuch Attimebdyfaunswowd sugpeat that beitllaso t a
what had happened. another woman. But to that | never knew.

We remembered all the things we had done together. It Until one day my aunt suddenly exploded! One Tuesday
made her feebitmore happy, but you could still see the  evening my aunt justetapacking her clothes,
paininhereyes. Ifeltdi a r ock i n s pac eccessoried,alttier &eligious atihe also packed

what to do. | couldndt f i neverything shecowdef her sbudlibangske calledimy p a
ot her aunt, aunt Margarit.
take it any longer and askéeé couldtash over tiee
Obviously Margarita agreeat, around 8:30 p.m. they

leftd waybefore my uncle Pepe would be home. My aunt

At the end of the day, we started to talk about the only
thing we previously doiild her brother. | bought ice
cream because they say sweet things make your heart

happy. left onlya letter for him, saying howvsisired of him
| then took her home. andhatshehadeft with her sister. She also stated that

) ) theprimaryeasoste left was hasldiction to alcohol.
Her pain was immune to my efforts. | knew that our She also saidwbalddivorcénim within simonths.
conversation wouldnoét make her forget what had just
happened to her brother. Myuncle found the letter and was lost in anger and

Two weeks later | took her to the place where we used to Sadness. His first instinct was to dniekee. He was
play together. | know that when you start to remember



left without any food, any money, and most importantly  recatly moved to Texhst he decided to stay in Lié., h

without any love. hometown.

Once he took thisnmaturely, he went to church. He My brother came to the door when he heard the

went to confess to a prigstame out with the most commotion, andsan dse reached the hallway that
important advice he ever received. The advice was to go tdead to the front door, his face lit up. We all exchanged
an antalcobl program for a periofivmonths. My words angéminisceon the front stepse Were so

uncle Pepe knew this was the only way he could ever caught up with our conversation we forgot to go inside.
regain his family. We soon realized thatshould go tell my mom ahd da

Without a single opposing thought he went directly to the who had come for a visit.

program. He accepted the challengenfiore alcohol. We led Jasonthe kitcherand my mom jumped out of

Hard as it wésnyunclesacrificed most of his money and  her seat to come and give Jason his hug. My mom asked
time tado itd when itame to the end of the program he him totake a seat datk. Soon, we found oat tiot all

was alcohblee. was good for Jason. He explained to mythabtiesr

hal recently been evicted from his apartment because he
hadost his job, and thatvasowliving in hisar. My

mom decided she couldn't have her sister's son living like
that, so she instantly asked/duie like to stay with us.

Nosooner than a day after his graduation, he went to talk
to his wife. They talked for h@drmyuncle wanted

was a second chance. He promised no more alcohol, no
more late nights, and most impoiteptiymised more

love and time for his family. Héhsdifchemessedp Mom treated Jason generéfislyle begalivingwith

again he would leave heahairdorforeverTill this us and it wasn't Idreforéne becamepart of our family.

day he hast lsoken this promise and they live happily My mom was buying him clothes, and she bought him a
together. bed, and she madeswich myoom around so that it

. i could accommodate anothet setnkedikeshe was
Love dStorgT and Agag] Combined? spending more moamher nephew than she was on her

Assisted Resurrectiorby Chris Chavez actuasonsMy br ot her and | didn
thoughit was nickaving him around.

It was amof those morning®en | typically wakethte

sizzling sound of frying batensound of the craziness Momeventuallgecided thaasowas going to get back
going on in the kitchemy only alarm for Sunday on his own two fehe gavdason hundreds of job
mornings like this. applications. Jason actlatiynedne that he thought

was suitable for l@nd sent in the applicatiolMiy
When | gatutof my bed, | séite usu@mymom was thrilled when she heard that he wasggéinghe
standing over the stove, cheoksedf thecoffee was interview. So she went out and gahtérpensive
ready, my father reading the newspapgrodofet m jacketshoes, and pants. Murst hav@ent about five
brother sleeping in his room. hundred dollars on the clothes fartératew.
It has always begyjob to wakkim. Jasogot the job and Mom helped him get an apartment.
That morning had gone as planaéadisat down It was nice sedim risdack ufromtragedy. But it was

and enjoyed the feasnoiper had graciously cooked up still kind of weird seeing Ib'npve. B hadhecomene of
for us. After we had our fill of all the orange juice and eggs US My mothenad beemurturingall of ud guess he had
we could eaty brother antiook to the living room to growrand was ready to leave the nest.

catch some Sunday morning television. Channel after How-To Guide

channehothing on the television seemed to be
interestindt was when we were monotonously staring at  How to Be aGood ParentbyNoel Tenorio
the televisiowhen we heard the dolbribg.

_ Whatyou should do in order to be a good parent:
My bro and | stared at each other and were silently

debating with our eyes who should get the door. Sure 1 Give your kids rewards when they dbbwmelhot every
enought wad whowas given the task of ansiiteting single time or they will get used to it.

walked to the door and trigzktio out of the little

window to make sure itnkasJehovah's Witness trying Il
to convert mall | could see was gwaigtd souldn't
recognize who this figure was, so | thigededr, finally

to catch a glimpse at his face. As soon as | opened the
and got a good look at hkmew exactiyho he was. |
yelled out o06Jason!!¢é and

Supportyourkigfkond6t gi ve up on t|
to have a lot of patience with them when they are small
and try to understand them as they groviitwdgenill

change a lot when they grow. They might be really nice
and kind when theydre smal
|l azy when theyod6re ol der.

Jason was my cousimyomother's side. His parents had
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Discipline your chil.o n 0 $ a P @ dot
because aftelstelmwhi

that 69
l e, they

Be in control and make surechiddistens to you and is 1

obedient.
Parenthoad by Mitzi Fia

Teaclyour chdrenrespect

Teach them how to obey people

Teach them manners

Show them how to brush theirdedtbther stuff
If they want something, ntizdwm work for it

If they disobey, ground them for three days
If they want to go out, they must clean first

If they need advice, listen to them

Do NOT break your promises
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Preparationby Alex Redd
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In order for someone to be a good parent, he or she m
be prepared because having a baby is a great respons T
You have to be responsible. You have to feed the baby1
change its diapers, clothes, etc. Basically, you have to q
with your baby 24ahd alwaysll them you love them. q

Additional Tips & 1
JaniL6pez q
Set rules

Trust your kids

Develop a close relationship with them l

Ask them questionsdikd o wd s school ?6
Give them freedom
Expect theto test you 1

Dondt | anyhingtheewantd o

On c e retout ef ladid, put them back in their place

When they agkur opinion, give them a compliment
first, then say the truth

Gerry Cisneros:

Get along with the whole family
Be playful with your children
Dondét be too

Alwaysa@out with the family
Respect your children so you get respect from them

strict

Kevin Aledn:

Listen to your child

Try to understand

Be nice in hard situations

Dondt ground; just talk 1t
Do activities together like soccer, football, bowling

Give your child money

Do not interrogayeur child

Use moder nWh atg@y® aigre d irkees p
Think like a child

Dondt Ilgecauseu laok ygly when you make that
omad dogd6é face

Make your child proud
Alexis Zepedaging ironic, perh@ps

When your child disobeys in a public place, just smile at

the camera, changet o a | ow, angry
until we get home. 6
Marry a short person so Yy

you.

Write Your Own Guide Here:
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Aspiracy Logosby Jeremy Quezada




