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Literary Response and Analysis AND Language Convention Questionnaire: Course 4, Chapter 4

1. On page 115 of the Interactive Reader, what are the seven vocabulary words you are to focus on in 
Chapter 4?

2. According to page 115 of the Interactive Reader, what is the definition of the word theme?

3. According to Ms. Kittelson and to other academics, what are some other definitions of the word theme?
Place a check next to all those that are correct:

_____ the author’s underlying message                                     _____ the author’s explicit message

_____ a repeated motif or pattern that carries significance        _____ a kind of knot used in sailing

_____ the topic or subject matter of a text                                 _____ a spice used in Italian cooking

4. In order for us to be interested in a story, we have to identify to a certain degree with the main character. 
We have to want to put ourselves into his or her shoes, even just a little bit. In order to identify with the main 
character, we have to understand the main character and his or her traits. List here some of the character 
traits of the main character in the story Catch the Moon:

5. List here some things you like about the main character in Catch the Moon:

6. List here some things you don’t like about the main character in Catch the Moon:

7. How is the main character in Catch the Moon similar to you?

8. How is the main character in Catch the Moon different from you?

9. What is the main problem or conflict faced by the main character in Catch the Moon?

10. Is the conflict faced by the main character in Catch the Moon internal or external? Explain. 



11. Does the main character overcome the main conflict or problem? If so, when and how? Explain.

12. What is the theme or author’s message of Catch the Moon?

13. Why do you think the publishers of the Interactive Reader chose to include this story in their anthology? 
What significance does this story have for American teens?

14. List here all the verb phrases containing past participles on pages 118-119. HINT: The first one is 
should have stayed in and done.

15. From what point of view is Catch the Moon written? Explain how you know. 

16. What is the genre of the story Catch the Moon? Explain how you know.

17. What are the Vocabulary Development words listed on page 117 of the Interactive Reader?

18. According to page 117 of the Interactive Reader, what is the definition of the word relic?

19. The author of this story requires that readers infer a lot about how the main character feels. What can 
you infer about how the character feels about his father? Provide evidence (a quote) from the text to support 
your opinion.

20. Write a four-sentence summary of the story, either here or on a separate page. Use one sentence each for 
the set-up, rising action, climax and resolution. 


