Name ___________________________________________ Date ___________ Class ___________
Denotations and Connotations
Denotative meanings are direct and explicit meanings.
Connotative meanings are implied or associated meanings.
Next to each word, write both the direct meaning and the connotative meaning. 

For the connotative meaning, simplify the answer by writing either “positive” or “negative.”

1. Magazine – 

Denotative: A periodic written publication containing articles, photos and advertisements, usually about a particular theme and geared for a particular audience.
Connotative: Positive
2. Tabloid –

Denotative: A newspaper that is shorter in length than typical newspapers and that is heavy on photos and sensational stories.

Connotative: Negative

3. Play –

4. Frolic –
5. Sound –
6. Noise –
7. Curvy –
8. Voluptuous –
9. Unintelligent –
10. Stupid –
11. Renowned –

12. Unruly –
13. Assertive –
14. Pushy –
15. Authoritative –
16. Bossy –
17. Inarticulate –
18. Dumb –
19. Indefatigable –
20. Wonderful – 
Choose one of the above words and explain why its connotative meaning is either positive or negative. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

On a separate page, write a note to a set of parents telling them directly that their child is very poorly behaved in class. Use lots of words that have negative connotations.

Then re-write that same parent note using language that has more positive connotations and that is therefore more diplomatic.
