Discussion Questions for The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
What is the significance of the title?

What is the central theme of the play in one sentence?

What are additional themes, or topics?

What is the tone?

What are the major conflicts in the story?

What symbols are present?

How does Wilde reveal character – what is his literary approach to characterization?

Which character is most like you?

What are three of your favorite quotes and why?

How relevant to today is this story?

How relevant to today are the genre and tone?

How relevant to your understanding of the text is the biography of the author?

What word might one use in place of “importance”?

What does the name Earnest mean?

What does your name mean? Does it fit you?
What is the significance of the name Algernon? Of other names in the play?

What is the role of politeness in both the play and in life?

What might Oscar Wilde be saying about his own experiences in Victorian society?

What do the opening 15 or so lines say about the entire play? How do they provide clues as to what the play is about? How do they function?
Form and answer questions of your own:

