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Relax with the ELA Times

Glendale, CA At Roosevelt Middle School in Glendale, 
CA, seventh and eighth grade English students have been 
writing their hearts out. They have crafted narratives, 
songs, poems, puzzles, comics, persuasive essays, responses 
to literature and more. 

In this final issue of the ELA Times, you will be privy to
several student creations from a variety of genres. Sit back, 
pour yourself some tea and enjoy the experience. 

EETT Technology Grant

This year, Roosevelt has had the thrilling opportunity to 
participate in the Enhancing Education through Technology
grant. With the grant money received, Roosevelt
purchased, among other electronic goodies, four laptop 
carts housing a total of eighty laptop computers. On the
laptops, which were rotated among all English classes, 
students wrote and received immediate feedback on
numerous essays, using the web-based program My Access!

The two overarching goals of the grant were: 1) to increase 
the use and awareness of technology among teachers and
students and 2) to positively affect student writing. 

The quantifiable goal for Roosevelt with regard to student 
writing was that 60% of the seventh graders would 
improve their My Access writing scores by one point from 
the baseline to the final. 

Indeed, Roosevelt students exceeded this goal. In fact, 83% 
of seventh graders improved their scores by one point, 
while 30% improved by two points or more. What does 
this mean? This means that we should all be very proud.

Go My Access!

One of the best features of the EETT technology grant has 
been the use of the web-based essay evaluation program 
Vantage My Access!

One of the greatest features of My Access! is the opportunity 
to revise essays over and over and see ever-progressing and 
impressive results. 

One student enjoyed the revision process so much that 
even after he got a score of “6” on an early draft, he 
continued to revise his essay thirty-seven times. Other
students performed fewer revisions and still achieved 
admirable results. Following is one student’s essay after just
one revision:

Soda Machines by Andranik Malikian

Did you know that 30% of children and adolescents ages 6-
19 are overweight and 15% are obese? One of the causes of 
this obesity, I believe, is the presence of soda machines at 
schools. One soda has 140 calories of pure sugar, and that is 
just too many calories.  I think that soda machines are bad 
for our schools, and they should be eliminated from our 
schools for three reasons: 1) soda makes you fat; 2) soda 
hurts your teeth; and 3) sugary soda makes a mess at 
school.

When people drink sodas, they get fat. When people get 
fat, they can get type 2 diabetes. Federal statistics estimate
that 18.6 million children have type 2 diabetes because of 
obesity. Type 2 diabetes can cut your life in half. Type 2 
diabetes is caused by your body not being able to process 
sugar. Type 2 diabetes is a life-long disease.

When you drink soda, your teeth get cavities. Cavities rot 
your teeth. When the teeth get rotten, they fall out. When 
you drink soda, the sugar gets stuck to your teeth, and, if 
you don't brush your teeth, the sugar will stay there and 
eventually give you cavities. Many parents have argued to 
soda machine companies and school districts that sodas 
should be eliminated from schools. Many parents have also 



said that only 100% apple or orange juice should be sold at 
school. 

Soda machines should not be allowed at school because they 
cause a mess. They cause a mess with behavior and with 
insects. Soda in the classroom bothers the students because
every second the kids with soda would want to drink their 
soda, and others who don’t have soda would want some. 
Furthermore, when soda spills, there is going to be a big 
mess. Ants and other insects are going to come because the 
soda contains sugar, and ants and insects like sugar. If that 
happened, the room would smell bad, and it would be a 
terrible mess. Also, when you spill soda outside, bees 
might come and sting you. 

Some people argue that soda is sometimes good for you; it 
gives you energy. Actually, soda is really bad because it 
causes type 2 diabetes, it hurts your teeth and it makes a 
mess. Some other people, like maybe teachers, say that 
soda machines get the school a lot of money for books and 
other supplies that the school needs. I say Who needs money if
our children are in danger?

In conclusion, soda machines should be banned from 
schools. Soda should be eliminated from our schools for 
three reasons: 1) soda makes you fat; 2) soda hurts your 
teeth; and 3) sugary soda makes a mess at school. 

Spending Money by Jordan Gutierrez

Should children earn money or receive an allowance? I 
think that children should earn their money by doing simple 
chores like cleaning their room, getting good grades in 
school and doing their laundry. The first reason why I 
believe children should earn their money is because then 
they’ll realize what they're going to have to do when 
they're adults. The second reason why I believe children 
should earn their money is so that children will understand 
what the true meaning of "a penny saved is a penny 
earned.” The final reason is so that instead of kids being 
inactive, lying down watching TV, they can earn a couple 
of dollars by doing something easy like vacuuming the 
living room carpet or fixing their bed. 

The first reason why children should earn their money is 
because it shows them what they will do when they become 
adults. If they don’t learn now and see what it takes to earn 
a dollar, they might never understand. They might become 
greedy and spoiled for the rest of their lives. If they just 
receive money, they might just ask for more and more. But 
if kids earn their money they'll realize the work that goes 
into it. That will prepare them for being adults. 

The second reason why kids should earn their money is 
because it will show them the true meaning of "a penny 
saved is a penny earned.” It will teach them that they should 
save their money and not spend all of it in one day or use it 
on something they will never use. Working for money
makes you appreciate it. Making children work for their 

money teaches them what things they can do when they get 
a job, and it will make them realize what the money is 
worth.

The final reason why kids should earn their money is so that 
they’re more active and more gentleman-like. Kids are so
full of energy, but they are so inactive. They lie on couches 
all day and watch TV. Earning money gives them a chance 
to get off the couch. It shows that they are capable and 
responsible enough to handle the world and take on jobs. If 
kids are too lazy to just clean their rooms, imagine when 
they're adults. They’ll be too lazy to get a job and support 
their family. 

Even if you don’t get paid money for cleaning your room 
it's still nice to have a clean room and know where your 
stuff is. It’s better than having a messy room and misplacing 
your stuff. Cleaning is a good way to kill time, and it's 
something your mother and father would be proud of you 
for. You should always have a neat room, because if you 
want to go outside, your mother will most likely tell you to 
clean your room first. It’s not like it takes a whole hour to 
do it; it’s very easy.

Some kids might argue and say "We go to school, isn't that 
enough?" or "We are just kids, we have plenty of time to 
worry about work” or “We deserve a reward for what we 
do.” I believe that school isn't enough. Besides, everything 
we do is for us. The point is to learn at school for our 
future and to work and earn money for our future. Like I 
said before, it doesn't take long to clean your room, and it’s 
an easy way to make money. Yes, we are kids but anytime 
is a good time to learn about the future and prepare for our 
careers. It's not like it will kill you if you clean your room 
or earn money once in a while.

In conclusion, I say children should work for their money. 
There are many reasons why kids all over the world should 
work. It helps them prepare for being adults, it teaches 
them the meaning of “a penny saved is a penny earned,” and 
it keeps them active. Furthermore, kids should have easy 
but useful jobs. Although kids are too young to work for
companies or do manufacturing, there should be jobs for 
kids that help the world, like picking up trash at a local 
park. That would be an easy way to make a few dollars and 
help the community.

Pointed Persuasion

In addition to writing essays for the purpose of earning a 
score, students write essays to express their points of view 
and to affect change. One such essay is offered here:

Lunch by Randi Robins

Isn’t lunch the life of your day?  Don’t you think you 
deserve some more lunch time?  I believe that our thirty 
minute lunch should in fact be extended by fifteen minutes, 



therefore making it forty-five minutes.  It would be very 
beneficial to all students, teachers, and staff.  By increasing 
our lunch time, students wouldn’t have to rush to finish 
their food. They would be able to play outside longer 
(which is better exercise), and teachers would get a longer 
break from students, which they undoubtedly need.  
Extending the lunchtime period is surely a win-win 
situation for everyone.  

It is a fact that the lines to get food are ridiculously long.  It 
takes almost ten to fifteen minutes if you don’t sprint to be 
first in line.  Hence, students spend almost half of their 
lunch waiting in line.  With fifteen minutes to eat, students 
are forced to eat much faster just so they don’t have to 
spend all of their lunch in the cafeteria.  This is a definite 
problem and is OUTRAGEOUS! 

In addition to students having to scarf down their food 
because of ridiculous lunch lines,  some people do not get 
to play sports at lunch due to the fact that lunch is simply 
too short.  If a student would like to eat before a basketball 
game, they would have to wait in line for ten to fifteen 
minutes, eat lunch and then wait a little bit for their food to 
digest. That would leave them with a mere twelve minutes 
of play time, provided that it takes ten minutes to wait in
line, five minutes to eat, and three minutes to digest.  It has 
been established that students need a minimum of thirty 
minutes of exercise per day.  A thirty minute lunch is not 
satisfactory to the idea of eating and exercising and does not 
tend to our needs.

Lunch is not only a time where students get to eat, play, 
and take a break from class, it is a time where teachers also 
eat, socialize, and prepare for their next class.  They need 
time to replenish their creative thoughts and just take a 
break from the stress of managing a class full of children.  
An extra fifteen minutes would be ample for teachers 
because it would allow for either a longer break from class 
or more time to better their teaching materials or 
curriculum.  It is almost necessary to give the teachers a 
longer lunch, especially the ones who do not have a 
preparation period, because their lunch time is used as prep
time.  

To many people on campus, lunch is the most looked-
forward-to part of the day.  An additional fifteen minutes 
would be sufficient for all students, teachers, and staff and 
would have their best interests in mind.  If given a lunch 
extension, students would not have to scarf down their 
food, they would get more exercise, and teachers would
have more time to enhance their materials for the students.  
From whichever prospective you look at this situation, 
everyone would benefit from a forty-five minute lunch.

Response to Poetry 

One of the state’s requirements is that students learn to 
proffer an argument in the form of a persuasive essay. 
Another requirement is that students learn how to analyze a 
work of literature. At Roosevelt, students are assigned 
works of literature to “respond” to, and once in a while 
they are given free reign to select their own favorite works. 
Following is an analysis of one student’s favorite poem: 
Edgar Allan Poe’s The Raven:

The Raven by Rachel Samayoa

In 1845, Edgar Allen Poe, the famous poet, wrote the 
classic poem “The Raven.” He had written poems, such as 
“The Bells,” “Annabelle Lee” and “To Annie,” but I chose to 
discuss “The Raven” because it is my favorite. The message 
in “The Raven” is: Never run away from sorrow. You need to face 
it and move on.

It all starts on one stormy night inside the mansion of a 
lonely man. The man is mourning over the loss of his 
beloved Lenore when suddenly he is interrupted by a knock 
on his door. He looks back and sees nothing. Then he hears 
the tapping again coming from his window. The man walks 
over to the window and sees a raven just sitting there. At 
first, the raven seems harmless, but later on the man gets 
frustrated by the bird’s irritating way of saying, 
“Nevermore…nevermore…nevermore…” over and over 
again. The bird never leaves; it sits there for all of eternity. 
The bird is like the man’s sorrow. 

A key element to this story is point of view. The point of 
view is first person. From the man’s point of view, 
everything is a little bit scary. The raven seems inescapable. 
If the poem were written from the second person point of 
view, the fear and mystery would get a little too intense. 
From the third person it would be distant and the man 
would seem cowardly. The first person point of view gives 
the story just the right interesting and twisting effect.

Another key element that affects the poem is rhythm. The 
poem rhymes and follows a pattern, which means it has 
rhythm. The rhythm makes the reader want to follow along 
with the story. It makes the reader not get bored. The fact 
that this tale is in poem form and has rhythm gives the story 
a friendly but mysterious tone, which keeps the reader 
interested. 

’But the fact is I was napping, and so gently you came rapping; 
And faintly you came tapping, tapping at my chamber door,
That I scarce was sure I heard you’ -
Here I opened wide the door;
Darkness and nothing more.

As you follow along this melodic pattern you begin to feel 
more curious and more engaged. You want to see where it 
all leads. 



The setting is also an important element in this poem. The 
way it’s described gives you the idea it is somewhere in    
another century in England in a mansion, and mansions are 
usually depicted as creepy and haunted. The windy and 
stormy weather gives the atmosphere an eerie effect as if 
the man really is unsafe and the raven really did fly out of 
hell. 

This poem relates to my life in two ways. The first way is 
that sometimes, even in my own home, just like the man in 
the poem, I don’t feel safe. I hear noises. I like to tell 
myself it’s nothing. Sometimes, I think that one day a raven 
will start to appear at my window. The second way the 
poem relates to me is that I know some very annoying 
people. Some stop being annoying when I say to stop, but 
others, just like the raven, continue, and like the man in the 
poem, I go crazy. 

The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe was written in 1845. The 
message is “Never run away from sorrow. Either be 
haunted by sorrow or move on.” The author uses key 
elements like first person point of view, rhythm and setting 
to capture his readers. All this is why I think The Raven is 
the best poem I have ever read. 

Responses to Music

Literature doesn’t just come in the form of stories and 
poems. The world’s literary canon also includes songs. 

Nina’s “Someday” by Kathryn Paguio

Have you ever waited for love so long that you just gave 
up? Have you ever wanted someone to love you but they 
wouldn’t, so you tried to find someone else? In the song 
"Someday" by a Filipina singer named Nina, that’s what 
she’s saying. The message of this song is that you don’t have 
to wait so long for someone to love you. You just have to 
try to find someone who already does. You shouldn’t either
think that you’re so cool you don’t need anyone at all. 

There are many elements that help me find the message. 
The elements that help me find the message are: mood, 
dialogue, and character. 

The song is about a girl who likes a guy who won’t love 
her. The guy won’t love her because he thinks that he’s too 
good for her. Since he won’t love her, she tells him that 
she’s going to find another person that will love her like she 
wants. She also tells him that someday he’s going to see the 
real her. She says that she’s going to forget about him and 
someone else is going to replace him. Inside of her, she 
feels sad, and she’s secretly crying. She tells him that 
eventually she will stop crying, and all her tears will 
become dry. She won’t have to cry anymore because she 
will love and be loved.

The singer’s mood while singing the song really helps 
express her message. Her mood is sad but strong. Her 
mood helps to reinforce the message. We know she’s kind 
of sad, mad and disappointed but she doesn’t want to wait 
anymore.  She tells the guy that she can forget about him. 
In the song, the chorus is where the mood is mostly shown. 
The chorus says, “‘Cause someday, someone’s gonna love 
me the way I want you to need me. Someday, someone’s 
gonna take your place. One day I’ll forget about you; you'll 
see. I won’t even miss you. Someday, someday." That’s 
how mood really shows the message.

Dialogue is another element that helps show the message. 
Many parts of the song show how she feels and tell us what 
she’s telling him. She’s always telling him that she could 
forget about him and that she’s going to love someone else. 
She directly says that she’ll forget about the guy and she’s 
going to love someone who already loves her. Dialogue is 
one of the important elements used to enhance the 
message.

The singer’s choice of characters is great to help show the 
message of the song. The characters of this song are the girl 
who wants to be loved and the guy who thinks he’s too 
good for everyone. The main character of this song is the 
girl. The girl is the person who is hurt because the guy 
won’t love her. The guy is the one who won’t love the girl 
because he thinks that she’s not worth it. The girl tells him 
that someday he’s going to see something good about her. 
The choice of characters helps express the message of the 
artist.

If I had to relate this story to my life, I would tell a story 
about my friend. My friend really liked a guy who wouldn’t
like her. She tried really hard to make him like her. For 
example, she did things that would make him happy, and 
she stood by him all the time. Finally, she asked him if he 
liked her, and he said, “No.” He thought that she was just a 
regular girl. He told her that he wanted an exciting and fun 
girl. My friend gave up and stopped liking him. After a 
month, a different guy started to have a crush on her, and 
he asked her to be his girlfriend. She said, “Yes,” and they 
were happy together. The guy she used to have a crush on 
saw the two holding hands, and he got mad. He realized 
that she was fun and exciting. That’s how this song relates 
to my life.

Therefore, the song "Someday" by Nina has a great 
message. It could also be used as advice for people who are 
experiencing the same thing. The message is that love 
doesn’t always come like you want it to. Even though you 
work hard at it, you can’t always get it right. If the other 
person doesn’t love you, you should just let go and find 
someone who does. The singer’s mood, use of dialogue, 
and choice of characters helped me find the message.



Luv Addict by Don Cortez

The band members of Family Force 5 send a message to their
listeners that there is no cure in the world for love. The 
song entitled "Luv Addict" illustrates that exact message to 
its listeners. Throughout this song, the band uses metaphor
and rhythm. Through these literary elements, the band's 
message is clearly shown.

The authors’ use of metaphor helps send their message to 
their listeners. In the song “Luv Addict.” the band says, "It 
seems I'm head over heels, a case of L-O-V-E...Hey I'm a 
symptomatic love addict…” The band uses the word 
“addict” to represent their strong obsession similar to an
addict's obsession. Furthermore, the band uses the word 
“symptomatic” to symbolize love addiction as if it were a 
symptom of an illness. 

The band uses medical terms to symbolize their feelings of 
love. The phrases, "I got a fever, oh yeah, the prescription 
is love…Look out now, ‘cause it’s so contagious…Doctor, 
doctor, I've got an emergency…" compare love with 
sickness, which captures the band’s feelings about love. The 
band portrays love as if it were a contagious disease. By 
comparing love to a contagious medical condition, listeners 
can better visualize the band’s message.

The band’s use of rhythm helps convey the band's message 
to their listeners. Along with rhythm are rhyming and 
alliteration, which makes the song fun and interesting. By 
using rhythm, rhyming and alliteration, the band's listeners 
are more moved to listen to the rest of the song. Phrases 
such as, "It's like I'm glowing inside…Yeah, a light I can't 
hide" makes the song catchy. Because of rhythm, rhyming 
and alliteration, the band's listeners are more hooked to the 
song.

When I listened to this song for the first time, I could relate 
to their message about love. Their song describes, exactly,
my feelings for my first crush in elementary school. I could 
not hold it in. I could not stop thinking about her. Just like 
Family Force 5 said, "It was like a contagious virus." I could 
relate my life to their song, and I clearly understood their 
message.

Artists often use figurative elements to enhance and aid 
listeners’ understanding of the message. In this song, Family 
Force 5 is trying to convey their message through metaphor 
and rhythm. In conclusion, Family Force 5's message is that 
love is a sickness, and there might be no cure.

Remember the Name by Manvel Kapukchyan

The song “Remember the Name” by the group Fort Minor is 
about how doing what you love is more important than 
making a lot of money.  The group uses an ingenious 
character, a brilliant display of rhyme and rhythm, and a 
well-built mood to express his ultimate message.

This song is about an underdog rapper who wants to 
become famous.  He is nicknamed Ryu and has a goal of 
becoming a legendary rapper.  Ryu does not rap for money 
but for fame.  In this song, Ryu is a hard working man: 
“Nobody really knows how or why he works so hard, it 
seems like he's never got time, because he writes every 
note and he writes every line.”  He does not care what 
others think of him or of the passion he has chosen: “That 
many misjudge him because he makes a livin’ from writin’
raps.”   

One of the main literary elements Fort Minor uses to 
support their message is characters.  The one and only 
character they use is a rising rapper nicknamed Ryu. Ryu is 
a shy character: “Who the he*& is he any way?  He never 
really talks much.”  The character is a man who is 
extremely passionate about his career. He would rather 
have no money and just be able to rap. “It’s not about the 
salary; it’s all about the reality and making some noise.”  He 
also shows how to be a person who knows exactly what his 
next step is, and his reasons are made clear.  He shows that 
he will stop at nothing to reach his goal of becoming a 
famous rapper. “He's not your everyday on the block; he 
knows how to work with what he's got.” These lines help 
the listener to better comprehend the song.

Rhyme and rhythm are key elements to making the 
author’s message understandable.  Like when the author 
says, “He doesn’t want his name up in lights, he just wants 
to be heard…whether it’s the beat or the mic…” The 
rhyme and rhythm of this song are a way to make the song 
more audibly enchanting.  He also put in some phrases like
“Rocking the booth. He’s spitting out fire” these phrases are 
just there to continue the rhyme and rhythm of these songs.  
Continuing the rhyme and rhythm of the song are essential 
to the flow of the song.  If the song has a good flow, more 
people will want to listen to it.  If more people want to 
listen to it, then more people will get the message that 
pursuing a career in what you feel passionate about is more 
important than making a lot of money.

Another important literary device is the overall mood of 
the song.  The mood of this song is a large part of the 
author’s message, because it affects your thoughts of the 
song.  The mood of this song is like a type of energy.  This 
song really gets you pumped up and ready to play or work 
out.  This energetic music helps to get you focused on the 
message behind the song.  This kind of energetic mood 
really gets you to comprehend that what you do is a lot 
more imperative than making plenty of money.

This song is an exceptional song that teaches all listeners 
that doing what your heart desires is immensely more 
important than making copious amounts of money.  Fort 
Minor uses several literary devices, including an exceptional 
character, an energetic mood and an extravagant use of 
rhythm and rhyme. Personally, I hold that everyone should 



hear this song at least once in his or her lifetime, because it 
massively affects, in a great way, everyone who hears it.  

Eminem’s “Stan” by Leo Olmedo

Do you love any specific song or famous singer too much? 
The song “Stan” by Eminem is mainly about love and 
obsession. It’s about a guy named Stan who has so much 
love and obsession towards Eminem. Ultimately, Eminem’s 
message in this song is to not have so much obsession
towards a person because who knows what that could lead 
to. For Eminem to bring this message through, he uses
three literary elements. They are point of view, dialogue, 
and plot.

The song is about a fan named Stan who sends letters to 
Eminem. It talks about how Stan and Eminem met in 
Denver and Eminem was willing to keep contact with him 
if he wrote to him. As the months passed by, Stan sent tons 
of letters saying how he loved Eminem. But after Eminem 
ignored him, it led to something horrible. Eminem was too 
busy to write back, and Stan couldn’t except that fact so he 
turned furious and started doing things out of the usual. It 
eventually led to Stan killing his wife, son, and himself 
because of his obsession towards Eminem. Then, at the 
end, Eminem repeats, in other words, that having so much 
love and obsession towards someone can lead to something 
horrible.

In order for Eminem to bring out his thesis, the first 
literary element he uses is point of view. In this song the 
point of view is not as easy to follow as it is in other songs. 
Eminem uses two different points of view. First, he acts as
if he were Stan, the obsessed fan, sending letters to 
Eminem. That is first person point of view. The second 
point of view Eminem uses is third person limited. It affects 
the song because if the song wasn’t written in these two 
points of view it would change the whole mood and 
understanding of the song. Since it is written partly in first
person point of view, it is easy for me to understand what 
Eminem is trying to say. I can relate more easily to his 
message, which is to never have so much obsession towards 
someone because it can lead to something horrible. 

The second literary element Eminem uses to tell everyone 
his message is dialogue. In the song “Stan,” there are two
main characters Eminem, the famous rapper, and Stan, the 
one sending obsessive letters to Eminem. In the first verse,
which is about the first letter Stan sent to Eminem, Stan 
sounds like a really calm person who just likes the way 
Eminem sings. We think he just wants to keep in contact 
with him. In the second verse, which is about the second 
letter he sends to Eminem, Stan is a little worried that 
maybe Eminem didn’t get his letters or that Eminem is just 
ignoring him. The way he talks makes his personality 
change a little because he starts getting a little loud. He still 
has the same mood, but he’s louder. In the third verse, 
which is about the last letter he sends to Eminem, his 

personality changes completely. He starts yelling. He gets 
mad at Eminem because he knows that he is just ignoring 
him. He says that he is not his favorite rapper anymore. He 
starts saying things that a psycho would say. He starts saying 
he is going to cut his wrist and things like that. The way he 
says that changes his personality completely. In the last 
verse, which is when Eminem decides to reply to his 
letters, Eminem sounds calm. By the way he says things it 
makes his personality nothing like Stan’s personality. In the 
song, the dialogue really affects their relationship. 

The last literary element Eminem uses is action, or plot. In 
this song there are so many surprising twists. Stan starts 
saying that he and Eminem could have been great together.
That is something that I would have never imagined and 
didn’t the first time I heard this song. There is absolutely so 
much suspense in this story toward the middle and end. 
Stan, at first, had the calmest personality, but he ended up 
turning into a psycho. That definitely kept me on the edge 
of my seat. 

There are some parts of the song that have foreshadowing. 
For example, Stan says, “I should cut myself too.” That may 
lead to him dying or doing something horrible. Also, there
is another part where Stan says,” We could have been 
together, but you ruined it now.” That shows that Stan is 
mean-spirited and might be willing to do immoral things,
which he eventually does.

This song has more flashbacks then foreshadowing. There
are parts when Stan says, “Remember when we met in 
Denver, you said if I write to you, you would write back.” 
That shows an event that happened in the past. Also, 
there’s a part when Eminem says, “I didn’t mean to miss 
you, I was just too busy with other fans.” That shows an 
event which happened in the past. This enhances the 
author’s message because it gives details to the story.

This story relates to my life in that it reminds me of when I 
used to be obsessed with someone. That person was one of 
my very close friends. I knew this person since the first 
grade. After so many years of friendship, I don’t know 
what happened, but I suddenly wanted to be just like him. I 
was kind of obsessed. I certainly didn’t get as bad as Stan, 
but it destroyed our friendship for about a year. As the year
passed, I lost that obsession, and, now, after so many things 
have happened, he and I are good friends again. That 
experience wasn’t one I was willing to go through, but it’s
something unforgettable and something I will never want to 
happen again. 

Therefore, in the song “Stan” by Eminem, the main 
message is that you should never have obsession toward 
someone because it can destroy friendships or lead to 
something horrible. The way Eminem brings this message 
through is through three literary elements: point of view, 
dialogue, and plot. 



Responses to Fiction

Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed by Randi Robins

Have you ever been afraid of change?  Have you ever tried 
to stop it?  The science fiction story “Dark They Were and 
Golden Eyed,” written by Ray Bradbury, is a narrative 
about change.  This story tells a lesson which applies to all, 
that change happens for good and for bad.  Ray Bradbury 
creatively uses vivid and distinctive characters, a strange 
setting and imagery words to make his message clear.
In this science fiction story, Harry and Cora Bittering move 
to Mars with their three children Dan, Laura, and David.  
Running from an atom war on Earth they settle into the 
unwelcoming surroundings of Mars. In spite of the urge to 
go back to Earth, they settle down in their cottage home 
and begin a not-so-typical life.  As bombs hit New York, 
they no longer have the option to go back to Earth.  
Surviving on cattle and crops from their farm, they stay
“safe.”  One day, Mr. Bittering realizes that abnormal 
events are starting to occur: the grass turns soft lavender, 
the blossoms of the garden become mysteriously different, 
and the cattle all grow three horns.  Harry is frantic and 
notices that the people of the city are growing thinner, 
taller, darker, and golden-eyed.  He speaks Martian words 
unknown to him, and his children insist upon having 
Martian names.  Harry does his best job to fight it off, but
his family becomes more and more Martian.  Harry fails to 
stay an Earthling; these unknown and unwanted changes fall 
upon him.  Changes occur to everyone, and they are unable 
to be fought off. All the Earthlings turn to Martians.

The author uses interesting characters to tell his story. A 
crucial part of this story is the main character Harry 
Bittering.  This distinctive character has many traits which 
define the message of the story.  In this story, Mr. Bittering 
is not open to change. He remains uneasy and is somewhat 
scared of what Mars is doing and what it will continue to do 
to him: “Sweat poured from his face and his hands and his 
body; he was drenched in the hotness of his fear.”  Harry is 
observant to the changes which occur to everyone around 
him. As change is brought upon his family, he feels more 
and more alone. “He put his hand to his head.  He thought 
of the silly rocket, himself working alone, himself alone 
even among his family, so alone.”  Harry shows that 
although he does not want to grow tall, thin, dark, and 
golden-eyed, it will happen anyway – even if he does his
best to stop it.

In addition to distinctive characters, Ray Bradbury uses a 
mysterious setting to enhance his message.  As the Bittering 
family is on Mars in the future, a very strange setting is cast 
upon this science fiction narrative.  As they continue to live 
on this strange world, Mr. Bittering’s hunches grow. As the 
grass turns to spring-flower violet, and the peach blossoms 
grow to be different, he feels something is amiss. In the 
setting in which they all live, everything seems to be 

turning into something different: “He looked with dismay 
at their house. ‘Even the house.  The wind’s done some 
thing to it.  The air’s burned it.  The fog at night. The 
boards, all warped out of shape.  It’s not an Earthman’s 
house anymore.’”  Harry is convinced that Mars’ features 
are wearing them down.  The setting is significant to the 
author’s message because it requires all of the change to 
happen.

Other than characters and setting, imagery and figurative 
language are together a fundamental aspect of and 
reinforcement to the story’s thesis.  In order to describe 
the character’s emotions and the mystifying setting, many 
imagery words are used. They create the overall impact.  
The text is rich with vivid adjectives, such as “Summer 
burned the canals dry” and similes, such as “Summer moved 
like flame upon the meadows…Rubber tires upon which 
children had swung in back yards hung suspended like 
stopped clock pendulums in the blazing air.”  The sensory 
words and figurative language lay a strong and vivid 
foundation for the thesis and allow it to become more real.

This story highlights the idea that change occurs no matter 
what precautions you might take or how hard you try to 
stop it. Change will happen anyway.  I can relate to this 
because I, myself, am afraid of change.  My mom has 
always told me that I am afraid of change and that I always 
try to stop it, which I can see is true.  For instance, in fifth
grade I was chosen to join the pilot program here at 
Roosevelt for sixth grade.  I did not want to come at all, as 
I was situated at my old school and had many friends there.  
My mom did not let me get my way because she thought I 
needed a change.  I ended up coming to Roosevelt, but 
unlike in this story, the change was immediately good. By 
reading this story and interpreting its message, I was able to
understand change from a different point of view.

As you can see, change happens to everyone.  In the science 
fiction narrative, “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed,” 
written by Ray Bradbury, this very thought is expressed.  
Ultimately, the author’s message is that change happens, 
whether you want it to or not. The message is addressed 
using distinguishing characters, a unique setting, vivid 
imagery and figurative language.  

Amigo Brothers by Bryan Guijarro

Have you ever wondered how it would be to box against 
your best friend? Have you ever wondered if you would 
still be friends after the fight? Piri Thomas, in his story 
“Amigo Brothers,” which is a story about friendship, 
addresses these very questions. Ultimately, his message is 
that friendship is more important than a medal. 

In this story, Felix Vargas and Antonio Cruz are best 
friends. Both of them love to box, so they join the Golden 
Gloves tournament. Felix and Antonio win every match 
until they box against each other. When they are up in the 



ring, they fight, but they eventually leave because they 
know their friendship is more important than the fight. 

The author’s use of setting helps the story. If the setting 
were a basketball court instead of a boxing ring, there 
wouldn’t be a strong thesis. The story is better in the ring 
because in a ring you are your own. On a basketball court 
you would play on teams and then the rivalry wouldn’t be 
as strong. On a basketball court, Felix and Antonio would 
possibly have to play on the same team. 

The author’s use of characters enhances the story. The 
characters in this story are very important because they are 
best friends. If they were enemies, the fight wouldn’t affect 
their friendship. It wouldn’t matter. That’s why these 
particular characters are important. 

This story relates to my life because I also have a best 
friend. Just as the characters Felix and Antonio love 
boxing, my friend and I love one-on-one basketball. Like 
Felix and Antonio prepare to go against each other, my 
friend and I have gone against each other. One tournament 
was just like a boxing match; it was one-on-one. In “Amigo 
Brothers,” Felix and Antonio fight and stay friends; in my 
life, my friend and I versed and also stayed as friends.  

In conclusion, the story “Amigo Brothers” is a story about 
friendship – about keeping things the way they are and not 
giving up your friendship. The author’s message is that 
friendship is the most important of all. 

A Retrieved Reformation by Maryann Adraincem

Have you ever experienced change? Has it ever had a big 
effect on you? Well, the short story, “A Retrieved 
Reformation” by O. Henry addresses these two questions  
and the theme of change. Ultimately, O. Henry’s message 
is that everyone experiences change. He shows this message 
though characters, symbolism and action, or plot.

In the story, Jimmy Valentine is a criminal of breaking into 
safes. After serving nearly four months of a four-year 
sentence, Valentine is ready to start a new life. He opens a 
shoe store and becomes known as Mr. Ralph D. Spencer. 
Mr. Spencer’s shoe store flourishes, and he lives a good
life. He falls in love with Ms. Annabel Adams, daughter of 
the owner of the Elmore bank. During breakfast at the 
Adams’ house, Annabel’s niece, Agatha, gets stuck in a 
newly invented and complex safe. At a moment of 
desperation, in order to help out, Mr. Spencer cracks open 
the safe. Once he does, he turns back into Jimmy 
Valentine, the criminal. From there, he flees, never to be 
seen again by the Adams family. 

O. Henry uses characterization to help enhance his 
message. In this case, the main character is both the 
protagonist and the antagonist. Valentine experiences
change from being a bad guy to a good guy. He seeks a 
better life from his past life of being a criminal. O. Henry 

uses Valentine to show how people change to fix what has 
happened before. Valentine succeeds until he is needed to 
crack a safe to save a loved one’s relative. He then returns 
back to being a criminal, realizing that his true path in life is 
being a criminal. This also shows that everybody can change
to lead a better life, and also people can relapse. People 
choose different paths in life: "He thought of the shoe 
business . . . ", but it does not always turn out great at the 
end: "With that act, Ralph D. Spencer passed away and 
Jimmy Valentine took his place."

In addition to characters, O. Henry uses symbolism to
enhance his message. "Mr. Ralph Spencer, the Phoenix that 
arose from Jimmy Valentine’s ashes…remained in Elmore 
and prospered," is an example of symbolism. In this quote, 
Valentine is being symbolized as a phoenix. A phoenix is a 
mythological bird that lived for over 500 years, burned 
itself to death and then rose out of its ashes to live another 
long life. The life of the phoenix shows how Jimmy has 
chosen to live his life. The phoenix is the perfect animal to 
symbolize Jimmy because the long life of the phoenix 
represents Jimmy’s long life of being a criminal. Having the 
bird burn itself to death represents Jimmy serving the 
consequence of being a criminal in jail. Finally, having the 
bird rise from its ashes to live another life represents Jimmy 
learning from his mistakes and vowing to restart and lead a 
better life. O. Henry’s choices of having a phoenix 
symbolize Valentine truly help to enhance his message. It 
helps the reader know how to expect and experience 
change. 

Furthermore, action, or plot, also helps O. Henry’s 
message. As the story goes along, Valentine notices that a
loved one’s relative is stuck in a safe that he knows how to 
crack open. In this situation, it is not a crime, but in 
general, cracking a safe is. Valentine has a choice. He 
decides to return to being Jimmy Valentine. He leaves his 
life of being Mr. Spencer. During this surprising change of 
events, O. Henry leave the readers thinking of change and 
how it sometimes does not work out in the end. It shows 
that change may not even be necessary, either. Moreover, 
this plot twist is backed up with foreshadowing. Valentine, 
early on, is shown as a criminal safe cracker: "He set his 
suitcase on the table, and opened it flat . . . In a minute, 
Jimmy’s pet drill was biting smoothly into the steel 
door…Jimmy Valentine put on his coat, and walked…He 
never hesitated."

The short story, “A Retrieved Reformation” reminds me of 
one of my personal experiences. During summer school, I 
took music class hoping to learn the flute. Since many 
people wanted to learn how to play the flute, names were 
picked out of a hat. Unfortunately, my name was not 
picked so I was forced to play another instrument, which 
was the oboe. I was very reluctant of the change and 
thought I would not have a great summer. On the other 



hand, as summer school went on, I became good at the 
oboe. I adapted to the change. This is related to Jimmy 
Valentine – adapting to his new life. Then, after summer 
school, I stopped playing the oboe. This is also related to 
Jimmy – returning to his original life.

In conclusion, the short story, “A Retrieved Reformation” 
is about change. Through characters, symbolism and action,
O. Henry succeeds to deliver his message to his readers. 
Change happens to everyone. It may not always work out 
in the end, but everyone has at least one experience of 
change. Have you experienced one lately?

Fictional Narrative

It is one thing to enjoy and cogitate on someone else’s 
literary endeavor. It is quite another to craft your own. 
Here’s one student’s homage to the Greek myth:

The Slave and the Dark Room by David Hernandez

One day, at the top of Mt. Olympus, the great and 
powerful gods were planning a feast. At the time, Athena, 
the goddess of wisdom, told Zeus the King god, that she 
would like to find the cleanest-hearted human in the world.  
Zeus approved of the idea. He sent Hermes, the messenger 
god, to Athena. Athena then told Hermes that she would 
turn him into an old rich man when he returned with a rich
boy, a rich fisher boy, and a slave boy. 

First, Hermes landed in the city of Athens in the kingdom 
of King Domino. Hermes, who was then an old man, went 
to the gate of the large kingdom. He asked for some help 
from the guards at the front of the gate. The guards denied 
him; he was forced to leave immediately. While leaving the 
castle, Hermes saw the King in his carriage, celebrating 
with his son. Hermes used his quickness to reach in and 
capture the King’s son. Hermes then took the Prince to a 
part of the abandoned island called Rhodes. The Prince was 
left in a dark cave as big as a building but as dark as the 
inside of a closed metal box. The Prince knew he had been 
kidnapped by a god.

Hermes then went back to Mt. Olympus to tell the gods of 
the Prince’s capture. Zeus told him to go to the island of 
Crete to find a noble fisher boy. 

Hermes got to the island of Crete, and once there he went
to the busiest harbor.  While he was looking around on the 
hot island for a noble fisher boy, he saw a boy giving to the 
poor some fish he had caught. Hermes knew at once that 
this was the boy he has been looking for. Hermes then 
asked Athena to change him to his human disguise. Then,
with the power of his golden winged sandals, he raced to 
the boy to ask him for some directions. Once the boy 
reached to touch Hermes’ hand to bid him farewell, 
Hermes grabbed the boy and put him into a sack made of 

silver. Hermes took the boy to Rhodes where he was
introduced to the Prince of Athens.

Hermes then returned to the home of the gods and told 
them that he would need some type of weapon to capture 
the slave boy. That was because a slave couldn’t be taken 
without permission of their owners even if the Gods were 
in need of him.  

Zeus ordered Athena, also the goddess of handicrafts, to 
make a special watch to stop time so as to allow Hermes to 
get his slave. By the time Athena finished making the 
watch, Hermes had been waiting for days. The watch was 
silver and gold with one emerald button. Athena also gave a 
necklace to Hermes. “This necklace will allow you to be the 
only thing moving when the watch is in effect. To make the 
watch stop time, press the emerald button. To return to 
the original time, press the gold button,” said Greek 
goddess Athena. 

Hermes took the watch and left for Corinth to look for the 
special slave.  As soon as Hermes got there, he clicked the 
gold button, and time stopped immediately.  Hermes had 
previously dreamed about what kind of person he would be 
looking for. Searching quietly, he found him. The slave was 
tall and buff. He was helping an old man get around town. 
Hermes quickly took the slave to Rhodes. 

Once he landed at Rhodes, he pressed the emerald button 
and took off, leaving behind the slave, the Prince and the 
fisher boy. 

Hermes then traveled to the home of Zeus and Hera where 
he told them he was ready for the challenge of the mortals. 

Zeus followed Hermes Rhodes, to the cave with the three 
mortals. “My three sons, you must be wondering why I 
have brought you here. You have been chosen to compete 
for a feast with the gods and me. To win, you must find the 
chosen weapon in the forest. But you must be quick,
because the wrong path will have quicksand that will bury 
you alive. Now, you will all have a turn to go through the 
forest maze. You shall go first, Prince of Athens.” Zeus 
explained all this in his deep and powerful voice. 

The prince entered the maze with pride and walked
patiently until he came to a fork. On one side he saw a dark 
light and on the other a golden box. Of course, being a 
greedy Prince, he took the way of the golden box. The 
Prince, thinking to himself It has to be the gold. How could 
gods love anything else? stood by the box and waited. 

With excitement, the Prince cheered. “Now I will feast 
with the gods like I was born to do…” As he finished his 
sentence, he realized he was sinking. He muttered as the 
brown and gold sand filled his mouth. The Prince died –
some say of his greed.  



Zeus could feel that the prince had lost, so he told the fisher 
boy to enter the maze. The boy hunched down as though he 
were about to fight a bear. Upon entering, the boy 
stopped. A fork in the road appeared. The previous two 
forks were the gold and the dark. Now there was a third 
involving mermaids. The fisher boy had been with the 
Prince for a while, so he knew about his greed. He knew 
that the prince would have chosen the treasure. The boy 
followed the mermaids. 

The gods loved beautiful women, he thought, and 
mermaids were the prettiest. The boy ran to the mermaids, 
but when he was about to reach them, he fell into a 
bottomless hole. It was too late to realize that the 
mermaids were a mirage. 
Now Zeus had only one mortal – the slave boy. Zeus patted 
the slave boy on his back to give him a morale boost, and 
sent him into the maze. The slave got to the three roads. 
He was so excited about the money and the beautiful 
women. All of his life he had only dreamed of such things. 

But, he remembered what his master had told him: “The 
best things in life are the hardest to see.”

That was when he turned and noticed the dark and scary 
path. The boy swallowed his fears and followed the scary 
path. The boy eventually came to a brightly lit room with 
the fanciest furniture and crafts. Athena appeared and told 
him that this was his new home and the place where the 
feast would take place. 

The boy had conquered his fears. He had also learned that 
the good things in life involve no short cuts. If the short cut 
is taken, there will be consequences.    

Expository Elaborations

Roosevelt students don’t just study English; they also study 
math, science, P.E., music, art, technology, history and 
more. Because Roosevelt students study a myriad of 
subjects and are required to manage all that knowledge, 
they are often asked to write about what they learn. Here’s 
what a few students had to say about knowledge they 
recently acquired in subjects outside of English:

Take Me Out to the Ball Game by Adrian Alvarez

A game called Pok-a-tok seemed to have special significance 
to the Maya. To win the game, teammates shot a rubber 
ball through a stone ring that was suspended twenty feet in 
the air The ball weighed a bit over five pounds. Hands and 
feet could not be used; the ball had to be hit by the waist, 
chest, elbows, wrist or padding on the hips.  This game 
does not sound easy, does it? Pok-a-tok was not all fun and 
games. Those who were good at it became rich and famous, 
while those who lost were sacrificed for religious reasons. 
The Mayans believed: “Sacrifices will keep the sun shining.” 
As you can see, the Maya were not peaceful star-gazers. 

Instead they were people who went to war, and, even 
during games, had a habit of sacrificing. 

The Mayan Calendar by Maryann Adraincem

The Maya is an ancient civilization that lived long ago in 
Middle America. This civilization had a very complex 
calendar. The Maya used astronomy (stars and planets) to 
map out days and time. In fact, the Maya were very 
interested in time. The calendar told the Maya when to 
farm and harvest and also when to perform religious 
ceremonies. Furthermore, the Mayan calendar was very 
accurate. It is currently off only 33 seconds from today’s 
modern calendar. 

The Mayan Prophecy by Don Cortez

Over the years, more and more people are becoming more 
aware of the Mayans’ prophecy of the end of the world. 
Some think it’s untrue; others think it as the real thing. 
Many non-Mayans have predicted the end of the world, yet 
they have so far been wrong. The Mayan Prophecy, on the 
other hand, is the real deal. The Mayan created a calendar 
that still shocks people today. Their predictions of solar 
eclipses were only thirty three seconds off! This is what 
makes so many people believe in the Mayan prophecy 
today. The Mayan calendar tells us when the end of the 
world will happen. So when will this doomsday happen? 
Only five years from now. December 23, 2012 is the date 
of this supposed catastrophe. Will it happen? Only time 
will tell.

Credits: Personal notes from Mr. Lester’s history class. 

Musical Musing

Notes on Notes by Justine Bote

Do you know what instruments there are in the string 
family? The basic string family consists of the violin, viola, 
violoncello (cello), and the double bass, or bass for short. 
The violin and bass have the same exact strings, but the 
strings just produce different sounds. For example, the 
bass produces a very low sound, while the violin, on the 
other hand, produces a very high-pitched sound. The viola 
and cello also have the same exact strings, but the cello is 
an octave below the viola. One thing all of these 
instruments have in common is that they all require a bow 
to produce the full potential of their sound. Even though 
these instrument have their differences, when you put them 
all together you get a beautiful sounding string orchestra.

Scientific Snippet

Waves by Karina Ortega

A wave is a vibration or disturbance that travels and 
transmits energy. It transmits energy through matter or 
space. Waves travel and transfer energy from one point to 



another, A wavelength is part of a wave. A wavelength is 
the distance between one point on a wave and the 
corresponding point on an adjacent wave. The number of 
waves produced in a given amount of time is called 
“frequency.” There are high and low frequencies. A short 
wavelength goes with a higher frequency, and a long 
wavelength goes with a lower frequency.

Do you know what an electromagnetic wave is? Well, I 
know. It is a wave that can travel in either space, water, 
glass or more. Radio waves are electromagnetic waves. 

Credits: Personal notes from Ms. Petrosian’s science class. 

Biographical Bit
Yes, Roosevelt students create and analyze fictional works 
and certain expository texts, but they also perform primary 
and secondary research in order to write biographies. 
Here’s one student’s answer to the assignment: Write a 
400-word biography of someone you admire:

Biography of Jamie Thomas by Jonathan Kim

Essays and biographies seem redundant these days, but I’ll 
write a biography of one of my heroes, professional 
skateboarder and business owner Jamie Thomas. Thomas is 
the president and founder of Black Box Distributions. He is 
also the owner of several highly successful skating brands. 
He has earned quite a reputation for himself in the sport of 
skateboarding. 

The start of Thomas’s career was back when Thomas was 
eleven years old. He had just started skateboarding. 
Thomas practiced over the years and at seventeen took his 
first big step in the skateboarding industry. Thomas had 
always been distracted from school by skateboarding. He
grew up in Alabama and had wanted to travel to California 
where his career might take off. Before he left for 
California, he bought a small skate shop. After a while the
store went out of business, so he got a job at Burger King.
He worked there until he could save enough money to go 
to California.

In 1992, when Thomas was still seventeen, he moved with 
a friend to San Francisco. Once in California, he didn’t 
have many resources nor did he know many people. 
Without any plan of action, he just slept in the streets, 
homeless. He eventually got a job with pro skater Jim 
Thiebaud. Over the next few years Thomas received 
sponsorships by a few small companies and later moved to 
San Diego. In the summer of 1994, he got a call from 
professional skateboarder, Ed Templeton. Ed was 
recruiting riders for the skateboard company Toy Machine. 
Thomas accepted the offer and built upon his potential. 

While still skating for Toy Machine, Thomas started his 
own apparel line. The distributors of Toy Machine handled
this line until eventually Thomas switched to a distributing

company that would later become Black Box. After getting 
used to the business side of the skating industry, Thomas
owned his own independent company that oversaw top 
brands, such as Zero, Mystery and Fallen. So, from 
homeless to success, Jamie Thomas became King of his own 
castle.

Inviting Interview

Emerging ELD students are encouraged to converse as 
much as possible in English, and as a support they are given 
banks of phrases and plenty of opportunities to speak with 
students they might not otherwise speak. 

One of the best ways to encourage extemporaneous speech 
in English is to create situations where English is necessary –
for example, when a student from one country is asked to 
interview a student from another:

Interview between Arayik Nahapetyan and Luis Marquez

AN: I hear you like sports. What sport do you like best?
LM: I like soccer. 
AN: Do you practice soccer?
LM: Yes, I go to soccer, and I am a good player. 
AN: How long have you played soccer?
LM; I have played soccer for three years. 
AN: Why do you like the sport of soccer so much?
LM: I picked soccer because I like running and kicking the 
ball. 
AN: What soccer player do you like the most?
LM: My favorite soccer player is Ronaldinho.
AN: What team does he play on?
LM: Ronaldinho plays for Brazil. 
AN: Is that your favorite team?
LM: My favorite team is Barcelona. 
AN; Does anyone else in your family play soccer?
LM: My father is a good soccer player. 
AN: During the week, how many days do you play soccer?
LM: I go four days a week. 
AN: Do you choose what days?
LM: Yes, I choose the days. 
AN: Are there both boys and girls on your team?
LM: My soccer club is just boys. 
AN: How many boys are in your club?
LM: There are ten boys. 
AN: Did you play soccer in Mexico?
LM: Yes, I played for two years in Mexico. 
AN: Would you like to one day be a soccer coach?
LM: Yes, I would like that.  

Cultural Critique

While Response to Literature essays require students to 
exercise a certain degree of objective analysis whereby they 
must analyze the author’s use of literary elements and 
devices, Reviews allow students to be completely subjective 



– to infuse and expound upon their own strong opinions. 
Therefore and henceforth is a movie review:

Spider-Man 3 by Alex Halebian

I think that this Spider-Man movie is the best one they will 
ever make. This movie series never ends. I hope they are 
going to make Spider-Man 4. In Spider-Man 3, I love the 
way the writers and producers make the characters team up 
to fight against each other. I think of the four – Sand-Man, 
the Green Goblin, Spider-Man and Venom – that Venom is 
the strongest. I love how there is so much action. When 
Spidey wants to kill Sand-Man and Sand-Man apologizes 
about killing Spidey’s uncle, Spidey forgives him! One sad 
part is when one character gets hit and dies and someone 
loses his best friend. I won’t tell you the rest. I love this 
movie.

…and herewith a CD Review:

Green Day’s International Superhits by Jonathan Kim

If you want to hear some great modern alternative rock or 
just get away from all the rap and hip-hop nonsense, then 
pick up a rather old album “Green Day’s International 
Superhits.” This album is a compilation of singles and 
greatest hits from Green Day’s past albums, including 
“Dookie,” “Nimrod” and “Insomniac.” There are about 
twenty songs on the CD, so it should cost you around 
$19.98. Green Day is a rather unpopular band around 
Roosevelt, but if you don’t already have this multi-
platinum album, you should give Green Day another 
chance. They’re not Grammy-award winning artists for 
nothing! Also, if you have some additional money, check 
out their latest single, “Working Class Hero,” which is a 
cover of a John Lennon song.

Poetry to Our Years

In addition to essays, stories, expository texts and reviews, 
Roosevelt students also draft poems. Some of the poems, 
like this next one, spring spontaneously during private and 
silent journal writing:

Love Poem by Katherine Marquez

He said, "I love you"
I said, "I love you more than the day before"
He said, "I'll miss you"
I said, "I'll miss you too"
He said, "I need you"
I said, "I need you more"
He said, "I'll never break your heart"
I said, "You could never break my heart 
because it’s yours."

Other poems are written during a lesson…

Students were told that a haiku is a short poem about 
nature or something equally as moving to the writer and 

that a haiku typically consists of seventeen syllables, divided 
into three lines: 5, 7, 5. Students were shown examples, 
including two by me, that express my own point of view 
about both natural and urban beauty. These two haikus 
were created on the spot in front of the students to show 
how the process works – how words are selected, arranged 
and then rearranged on the page. Also, students were 
reminded that while the work should not be clichéd or 
literal, it should have a clear thesis. 

Skipped Rocks by Andrea Kittelson

Rocks skipped over land
Make less mark upon my depths
Than rocks across lake

Enlightened by Andrea Kittelson

Skyscrapers at dusk
Light city and my thinking
Like lighthouse at sea

This is what students afterward wrote:

Killing Fields by Young Jin Kim

Oil and fossil fuels’r
Killing off fish and ozone
We are murderers

Deformed by Young Jin Kim

Deformed animals
Things with six legs; things with none
Nature can be harsh

Wondrous Sea by Cesar Carreon

The wondrous sea
Full of life and strange creatures –
That’s where I desire

The End by Cesar Carreon

Cars, lights make cities
Cities make noise and danger
Cities spell the end

Reign by David Hernandez

Sky looks over Earth
Ocean guards ends of the world
Together they reign

The Maul by David Hernandez with Andrea Kittelson

Rushing through long aisles
Hurrying in stores with sacks
Cursed by jungle maul

I Love the Moon a Haiku by Jessica Ortiz

The moon is quite big



Full of gigantic craters
I love the Earth’s moon

Students were told that a Limerick is a whimsical poem
that follows the pattern AABBA and that like a haiku a 
Limerick is  especially potent when it employs metaphor 
and/or when its last line either has double meanings or is
somehow ironic or surprising. 

Teacher’s Example:

There was a spotted ant from Peru
Who lived on the tongue of a shoe
When the shoe’s owner would race
He would move to the lace
Where the ride was more worthy of a “Woohoo!”

Students’ Reply:

Punk Rock a Limerick by Kariz Alberto

There was a girl in a punk band
Who got kicked off her farmland
For being loud
But she was proud
So she moved her band to the beach sand

Brainless by Adrian Orozco

There was a boy with no brain
Who therefore felt no pain
Every time he took a test
He’d fail like all the rest
But it didn’t bother him because he was plain

Happy by John Castanares

A kid without a toy
Full of pain and not joy
Went to the mall
And bought a ball
So now he’s a happy boy.

Puzzles

It takes a certain amount of brain power to un-puzzle a 
puzzler’s puzzle, and it takes quite another amount to 
create your own. Following are a few students’ attempts to 
puzzle others:

Pythagorean Theorem Problem by Royce Moleno

Bobby wants to know the measurement of the water slide. 
The height of the platform is 28 feet. The measurement of 
the distance from the bottom of the slide to the platform is 
21 feet. How long is the water slide? Hint: Use a2 + b2 = 
c2 and remember the hypotenuse is “c.”

Muro’s Maze by Jose Muro

ELA Word Scramble by Nvard Asatryan

Look for the following words: onomatopoeia, analogy, 
hyperbole, irony, foreshadowing, citation, bibliography, 
memoir, novel and legend.

rniyo _____________________
osfdrhweaonig  _______________
naoooomtpeia _______________
eimmor ___________________
yehbproel __________________
iacttoin ___________________ 
iobbilrgpayh ________________
nlaagoy ___________________
eglned ____________________
ovenl ____________________

Fourth Period Name Scramble by Ashley Muro

daronj _____________  dvrna _____________
ralxae _____________  anihterke _____________
niaeg _____________  eascra _____________
maaserdel _____________ likaen _____________

Syllogistic Logic Conundrum by Andrea Kittelson

All of Trudy’s earrings are metal, and some of her bracelets 
are also earrings. Therefore, all of Trudy’s bracelets are 
metal. True or False: _________ Explain:

Show your equation and your work here:



Comicus Genius

  by Janica de Vera

by Juan Carlos Chaul

by Young Jin Kim

Thanks for perusing this issue of the ELA Times. We hope you have enjoyed the various writings of Roosevelt’s very talented 
students. While you wait for the subsequent issue (next year), feel free to fill your days with magnanimity, industriousness, 
curiosity, and joy. Also, remember the adage: Writing affords you the opportunity to live a life you might not otherwise be able to live. 


