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Gr. 10 English Exam I

1.  What are a few of the nouns in the following sentence?

Kiss performed an amazing concert in Detroit using only guitars. 

A. Kiss, amazing, Detroit
B. amazing, Detroit, guitars
C. Kiss, amazing, concert
D. Kiss, Detroit, guitars
E. Kiss, concert, only

2. Which of the following is a reflexive pronoun that functions in the following sentence as the object of a 
preposition?

They wrote questions for themselves.

A. questions
B. themselves
C. they
D. for
E. none of the above

3. How many pronouns are in the following sentence?

I need you to help me finish my project. 

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4
E. 5

4. Which of the following is both a pronoun and an adjective?

A. my
B. his
C. her
D. their
E. all of the above

5. Which of the following is a reflexive pronoun?
A. him
B. herself
C. himself
D. both B and C
E. none of the above
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6. Which of the following is a possessive pronoun?
A. him
B. herself
C. himself
D. both B and C
E. none of the above

7. A predicate nominative is a verb complement that appears in the predicate. What else is true about the 
predicate nominative?
A. A predicate nominative appears only in sentences with linking verbs.
B. A predicate nominative appears only in sentences with action verbs.
C. A predicate nominative has nothing to do with the subject of the sentence.
D. A predicate nominative refers to and provides more information about the subject.
E. both A and D

8. What is the predicate nominative of the following sentence?

A ship is a very large boat.

A. ship
B. very
C. boat
D. both B and C
E. none of the above

9. Which of the following sentences contains a linking verb?
A. He is a teacher.
B. The athlete jumps high.
C. Everyone knows her.
D. Nothing matters.
E. Everything matters.

10. Which of the following contains a prepositional phrase?
A. All the students were there.
B. The monkeys were all in the barrel. 
C. All the puppies in the yard were barking.
D. A, B and C
E. B and C only

11. Which of the following contains a direct object?
A. I have the flu.
B. Everybody loves a smart alec.
C. Can you believe it?!
D. A, B, and C
E. none of the above

12. Which of the following contains an indirect object?
A. Do you think so?
B. Nobody came to the party.
C. We all gave her a funny look.
D. I do that all the time.
E. none of the above
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13. Which of the following is the verb “sing” in the infinitive form?
A. sang
B. sing
C. to sing
D. to dance
E. all of the above

14. Which of the following is the past participle of the verb “eat”?
A. ate
B. eated
C. aten
D. eaten
E. all of the above

15. You use a past participle with an auxiliary verb like “have” or “had” to write phrases in what verb 
tense?
A. simple future 
B. gerund
C. infinitive
D. past and present perfect
E. past and present progressive

16. You use a present participle with “is” or “was” to write phrases in what verb tense?
A. simple future 
B. gerund
C. infinitive
D. past and present perfect
E. past and present progressive

17. Which of the following sentences includes the past progressive tense?
A. As soon as she gets home, we will share a nice dinner. 
B. I am standing in an uncomfortable position.
C. Have you eaten yet?
D. I was calling you, and you didn’t answer. 
E. none of the above

18. Which of the following is a compound sentence consisting of two independent clauses?
A. She is a talented athlete, so I think she will be offered a scholarship. 
B. When I was young, I played on an ice hockey team.
C. Eat more broccoli. 
D. Everywhere I look, I see stars.
E. none of the above

19. Which of the following is a complex sentence, consisting of one dependent (also called “subordinate”) 
clause and one independent (also called “main”) clause?
A. Until it’s time to leave, we should all stay seated. 
B. If I were you, I would turn in my work on time.
C. When he was young, he practiced the piano six days a week. 
D. We will eat dinner after Dad gets home. 
E. all of the above
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20. Which of the following is a declarative sentence?
A. I am excited to take this test.
B. Are we there yet?
C. Help!
D. Do you think there will be a substitute tomorrow?
E. all of the above

21. Which of the following is an imperative sentence?
A. I am excited to take this test.
B. Are we there yet?
C. Ouch!
D. Do you think there will be a substitute tomorrow?
E. none of the above

22. Which of the following is an interrogative sentence?
A. I am excited to take this test.
B. Are we there yet?
C. Ouch!
D. Do you think there will be a substitute tomorrow?
E. both B and D

23. Which of the following is general and universal enough to be the central theme of a novel?
A. Life isn’t fair.
B. When you love someone let them go; if they love you, they’ll come back.
C. Two girls, Tammy and Tanika, played golf on opposing teams. 
D. both A and B
E. only B

24. What is the point of view of the following short-story excerpt?

He would walk home from school via the cemetery where he would stop and chat with the dead. He 
especially liked to visit his late uncle Bernard. Bernard had a penchant for Tootsie Rolls. Oscar would set 
one down and walk away. Within seconds he would return to find only the wrapper.

A. third person objective
B. third person limited (also called “limited omniscient”)
C. third person omniscient
D. first person
E. all of the above

25. Which is an accurate description for the point of view called “third person objective”?
A. The narrator tells the story as a news reporter might, mentioning only what is said and done, not what is 
thought or felt. 
B. The narrator is someone who has insight into the thoughts and feelings of just the protagonist.
C. The narrator tells the story as an all-knowing or god-like figure wherein he or she divulges what is said, 
done, thought and felt by all the characters.
D. The narrator is the author, publisher and reader.
E. the narrator is goal-oriented
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26. Which of the following represents an internal struggle?
A. A woman finds a bag of potatoes and is then followed by the mafia.
B. A man finds a bag of potatoes and wonders if he should report it to the police.
C. A child finds a bag of potatoes and plays with it.
D. A goat finds a bag of potatoes and eats it. 
E. A raccoon finds a bag of potatoes and takes it home and puts it under his bed.

27. Which of the following represents an external struggle?
A. An elderly gentleman gets evicted from his apartment because he doesn’t pay the whole rent for six 
months straight. He writes in the memo of his checks: “My pet ferret will pay the rest when he is able to 
write checks.”
B. An employee is fired for refusing to do the work. He tells his boss to stick a pear in his ear.  
C. A skateboarder is ticketed for doing absolutely nothing illegal. He then fights the ticket in Court.
D. both A and B
E. A, B and C

28. Which of the following uses the semi-colon correctly?
A. She left home at age 12; she was not accustomed to rules.
B. He usually arrives at around 5; but not today.
C. If you get there before I do; tell them I will be late. 
D. Please go to the store and buy; paper towels, lettuce, soda, bread and flowers.
E. both C and D

29. Which of the following uses the hyphen correctly?
A. She told her long-lost friend, who was twenty two, to please get an e-mail account.
B. The 35- year-old man put all seventy-seven books on the bookshelf, so that he might more easily find 
them in the future.
C. Did you send sixty seven text messages in one day?
D. both B and C
E. all of the above

30. Which of the following is a definition of “denouement”?
A. the set-up of a story
B. the climax of a story
C. the resolution of a story
D. the subgenre of romance novels wherein the lovers are cartoon characters
E. any story that is set at a Denny’s

31. Which of the following is an example of situational irony?
A. a student says to his teacher, “I am SO happy to be here” and then rolls his eyes.
B. an eighteen-year-old senior in high school wins the lottery and consequently drops out of school to start 
her own organization regarding education 
C. a sheep who hates being shaved for wool later opens up his own sweater shop.
D. both B and C
E. A, B and C

32. Which of the following is an example of dramatic irony?
A. a student says to his teacher, “I am SO happy to be here” and then rolls his eyes.
B. an eighteen-year-old senior in high school wins the lottery and consequently drops out of school to start 
her own organization regarding education 
C. a sheep who hates being shaved for wool later opens up his own sweater shop.
D. all of the above
E. none of the above
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33. What is the definition of “inference”?
A. the drawing of a conclusion based on evidence
B. the figuring out of something that happened without it being directly stated
C. a meeting between parents and teachers wherein a student’s progress is discussed. 
D. both A and B
E. A, B and C

34. What is the definition of “connotation”?
A. the direct and literal meaning of a word
B. the conclusion of a story
C. the theme of a story
D. the associated or ancillary meaning(s) of a word
E. none of the above

35. Which is an example of a paradox?
A. You must work to fully enjoy play.
B. Sometimes the death of a person or people is what brings people together.
C. Boundaries are liberating. For example, the locks on your doors make you feel free.
D. Plants and animals must die for other plants and animals to survive.
E. all of the above

When you finish, double-check your answers, place your test OVER your answer document, set them both in 
the corner of your desk, and then read, write or draw silently. 


