Essay Assignment: An Important Change
Write an 800+-word autobiographical narrative about a significant life change. While this is to be a true account, it should follow the format of a typical, compelling fictional narrative with set-up (the initial setting in detail); rising action (the first action); climax (the big change); and resolution (life after the big change). 

Steps:

Brainstorm a list of possible life-changing events.
Choose one change and get started writing a brief outline.
Have your outline consist of four sections: set-up (moment before the change); rising action (first small action either toward the change or in the opposite direction so as to add suspense); climax (the change) and resolution (life after the change). Write a short sentence or two summarizing each section.
Begin writing the set-up. Describe the setting in detail with sights, sounds, smells, tastes and feelings (both physical and emotional). Do not give away the event yet. Merely suggest it with foreshadowing.
Write 200+ words (approximately one page) each for set-up, rising action, climax and resolution. 

Reread your 800+ -word story, checking to see that it is suspenseful, detailed and interesting and that it evokes in the reader the emotions that you want it to.

Check your mechanics: 

· Proper paragraphing (new paragraph for new person, place, time or topic)
· Standard spelling

· Correct use of punctuation
· Audience-appropriate diction
· Other
Revise as many times as necessary/possible.

Final draft not yet due.
