
Persuasive Essay Feedback and Resurrection Plan for Those Who Did Not Submit the Essay by the Deadline (or At All) 

Feedback 

Good, original thinking. Go even further! Think about “what would happen if” AND what would happen “if not.” Solid 

thinking is the foundation of strong writing. For those of you who brought in lots of evidence, EXCELLENT JOB! 

Google is a search engine, not a source of information. It is like a remote control, not a channel.  

Wiki Answers is not a credible source. Use Wiki pages to lead you to other more credible sources. Sites ending with .gov and 

.edu are typically best.  

“Fewer” goes with plurals; “less” goes with singular. For example, fewer dollars and less money. 

“According to my mom” or “according to me” is not good enough. Use credible sources outside of yourself and your family 

to support your argument. If you want to use a personal story, use no more than one and make sure it is fully explained and 

very compelling.    

Don’t repeat the same reason three times. Come up with three distinct reasons. If you can’t, then your argument is too 

weak, and you should likely explore the other side of it.  

 “Because it would be awesome” is not a reason. Explain why it would be awesome.  

Use punctuation, and use it correctly. For ideas on how to correctly use punctuation, see the handouts on “sentence types” 

and/or explore this interactive site: http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_fulwiler_pocketref_2/0,9716,1624410-,00.html 

Don’t copy even one sentence of another person’s thinking/writing. If you want to use their thinking and words, then place 

their words in quotation marks and cite them as a source.  

Resurrection Plan 

If you neglected to write and/or submit your essay by the deadline, then your new assignment is to write, type and submit 

(cut and paste directly into the body of an email) that same essay to ak@webstaclecourse.com no later than 11:59PM on 

Wednesday night AND write (either type and email OR handwrite and bring to class on Thursday) an additional essay which 

is one of the following: 

 Another persuasive essay on another topic (500+ words for grade 6; 750+ words for grade 10) 

 A personal narrative about a trip you took (500+ words for grade 6; 800+ words for grade 10)  

 A two or more page dialogue between two literary terms whose definitions are very clear and wherein they each 

act like their definition.  

EXAMPLE:  

Hyperbole: You always tell me I’m beautiful, and it embarrasses me.  

Simile: Well, you are. Your eyes are like onyx, your smile is as lustrous as a star and your heart is the drumbeat of my 

soul.  

Hyperbole: See, when you talk like that it makes me want to die.  

Simile: Must you exaggerate so? Perhaps it comes easily because your imagination is as wide as the sea. 

Hyperbole: You just never stop, do you?! Stop! If you want me to love you back, you need to not be so, so, so, crazy. It’s 

like you’re a poet or something. A big, ridiculous, relentless poet. The most relentless poet ever!  

Regarding this two-for-one policy, if you feel that this policy, which is stated clearly in the syllabus, which has already been 

put into place, which has been proven to improve student performance and which gives all students, including those with 

unique skillsets and particular needs, the opportunity to replace their missed essay with a make-up task, should not apply 

to you, come and see me privately after school. If you do not come in and/or turn in the make-up task by the deadline, you 

will earn a score of zero. The original assignment came with a template, samples, class time, at-home time, and all handouts 

have been online.  

If you need to use one of my computers, or if you need ideas on what to write about, come and see me after school on 

either Monday or Wednesday.  You can also visit other teachers and the computer lab and get help from other students.  

Finally, rather than surrender to old voices of “I can’t because…” offer “I can, and this is how…” because you deserve it! 
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