9th Grade Grammar Pre-Final

Second Semester

Directions:  In the underlined part of the sentence, determine whether it contains an error in capitalization, italics, quotation marks, and apostrophes.  If there is an error, mark the corresponding letter on your scantron.  If there is no error, mark E on your scantron.

1.
An article in The Los Angeles Times (A) titled, “The Passing of a Sage” (B) reported on the death of Aleksandr Solzhensitsyn (C), one of the most compelling writers of life under Joseph Stalin; his most popular book is called “Gulag Archipelago.”(D) No error (E)

2.
Watching an episode of 90210 (A) with my Aunt Rita (B) is something I’ll  never do again because she does not like American TV (C) and she claims its (D) corrupting the youth of this country.   No error (E)

3.
I had to look up the word anon (A) when I read Romeo and Juliet (B) at home last night because shakespearean (C) words seem as if they aren’t part of the English language. (D).  No error (E)

4.
In 1922 F. Scott Fitzgerald (A) wrote The Great Gatsby, (B) the film The Jazz Singer (C) was released, and Ernest Hemingway moved to Europe (D).  No error (E)

5.
Nina said, “Bill commented by saying, ‘I (A) was born and raised in the South (B) and we do things differently,” (C) and everyone thought that was strange.”(D)  No error (E)

6.
“Who’s (A) cooking is better?”(B), asked Milton, whose (C) girlfriend was waiting to drive him home after leaving the kitchen of his culinary arts (D) class.  No error (E)

7.
Thursday’s (A) episode of 30 Rock (B) is titled “Tracey Morgan for President” (C) and it’s (D) very funny.  No error (E)

8.
The New York Times (A) had a review of Ian McKellen’s (B) acting in a performance of King Lear (C) that will be very upsetting to anyone who’s (D) a fan of his.  No error (E)

9.
Ron (A) and Myra’s (B) preferences were so different from each other that we decided to ignore both of them and watch the movie  (C) titled Shrek (D)  No error (E)
Directions:  For each of the following sentences, determine which of the four given options is most accurate in its structure, punctuation, and modifier use.  Mark the corresponding letter on the scantron.  If the original sentence is correct, mark E on the scantron.

10.
Ray Bradbury, a prominent science-fiction writer, notes, “We need not be let alone” in Fahrenheit 451. 

A. In Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, a prominent science-fiction writer, notes.  “We need not be let alone.”

B. Ray Bradbury, a prominent science-fiction writer, notes, “We need not be let alone in Fahrenheit 451.”

C. Ray Bradbury, a prominent science-fiction writer, notes “We need not be let alone” in “Fahrenheit 451.” 
D. In Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, a prominent science-fiction writer, notes, “We need not be let alone.” 

E. Correct as written

11.
Camping in the Southwest is my sister’s favorite hobby, but she always makes 
my brother pack them; she claims she’s helping him prepare for the wilderness.

A. Camping in the Southwest is my sister’s favorite hobby, but she always makes my brother pack the camping gear; she claims she’s helping him prepare for the wilderness.

B. Camping in the southwest is my sister’s favorite hobby, but she always makes my brother pack the camping gear; she claims she’s helping him prepare for the wilderness.

C. Camping in the Southwest is my sisters favorite hobby, but she always makes my brother pack the camping gear; she claims she’s helping him prepare for the wilderness.

D. Camping in the Southwest is my sister’s favorite hobby, but she always makes my brother prepare the camping gear, she claims she’s helping him prepare for the wilderness.

E. Correct as written
12.
The young man exited the plane “Spruce Goose” to the nearby hotel, Rexford 
House, walking briskly to the exit ramp.

A. The young man exited the plane “Spruce Goose” to the nearby hotel, Rexford House, walking briskly to the exit ramp.

B. The young man, walking briskly to the exit ramp exited the plane “Spruce Goose” to the nearby hotel, Rexford House.
C. Walking briskly to the exit ramp, the young man exited the plane Spruce Goose to the nearby hotel, Rexford House.

D. The young man exited the plane Spruce Goose to the nearby hotel, Rexford House, walking briskly to the exit ramp.

E. Correct as written

13.
Ms. Louis said, “We’ll be reading The Monkey’s Paw for our short story unit”; the students were delighted.

A.  “We’ll be reading The Monkey’s Paw for our short story unit;” the students were delighted.

B. “We’ll be reading “The Monkey’s Paw” for our short story unit,” the students were delighted.

C. “We’ll be reading The Monkey’s Paw for our short story unit”; the students          were delighted.

D. “We’ll be reading ‘The Monkey’s Paw’ for our short story unit”; the students were delighted.
E. Correct as written
14.
Mr. Tillman discussed the meaning of the words “hark” and “troth,” from the play Romeo and Juliet.
A. Mr. Tillman discussed the meaning of the words ‘hark’ and ‘troth,’ from the play Romeo and Juliet.

B. Mr. Tillman discussed the meaning of the words hark and troth, from the play Romeo and Juliet.
C. Mr. Tillman discussed the meaning of the words “hark” and “troth,” from the play “Romeo and Juliet.”
D. Mr. Tillman discussed the meaning of the words hark and troth, from the play “Romeo and Juliet.”

E. Correct as written

15.
Many famous people have been vegetarians Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher Benito Mussolini, the Italian dictator and George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright.

A. Many famous people have been vegetarians: Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher; Benito Mussolini, the Italian dictator; and George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright.

B. Many famous people have been vegetarians: Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher, Benito Mussolini, the Italian dictator; and George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright.

C. Many famous people have been vegetarians; Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher, Benito Mussolini, the Italian dictator, and George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright.

D. Many famous people have been vegetarians; Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher; Benito Mussolini, the Italian dictator; and George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright.

E. Correct as written
16.
James didn’t mind mailing a package for me at the post office besides, he had
planned to go there anyway to buy stamps.

A. James didn’t mind mailing a package for me at the post office: besides, he had planned to go there anyway to buy stamps.

B. James didn’t mind mailing a package for me at the post office, besides, he had planned to go there anyway, to buy stamps.
C. James didn’t mind mailing a package for me at the post office; besides, he had planned to go there anyway to buy stamps.

D. James didn’t mind mailing a package for me at the post office, besides, he had planned to go there anyway to buy stamps.

E. Correct as written

17.
We started work in order to finish before sunset early in the morning.

A. In order to finish before sunset early in the morning, we started work.
B. We started work early in the morning in order to finish before sunset.

C. In the morning we started work in order to finish before sunset early.

D. To finish before sunset, we started work early in the morning.

E. Correct as written

18.
Mr. Lee’s luggage caught up with him after two days, which had been placed on the wrong plane.

A. Mr. Lee’s, which had been placed on the wrong plane, luggage caught up with him after two days.

B. After two days, Mr. Lee’s luggage caught up with him, which had been placed on the wrong plane.

C. Placed on the wrong plane, after two days, Mr. Lee’s luggage caught up with him.
D. Mr. Lee’s luggage, which had been placed on the wrong plane, caught up with him after two days.

E. Correct as written
19.
Omid was excited after his golf game he scored a bogey, which is one stroke over
par, on the most difficult hole of the course.

A. Omid was excited after his golf game; he scored a bogey, which is one stroke over par, on the most difficult hole of the course.

B. Omid was excited after his golf game, he scored a bogey, which is one stroke over par, on the most difficult hole of the course.

C. Omid was excited after his golf game: he scored a bogey, which is one stroke over par, on the most difficult hole of the course.

D. Omid, was excited after his golf game he scored a bogey, which is one stroke over par, on the most difficult hole of the course.

E. Correct as written

Directions:  Determine whether the following sentences contain errors in the use of modifiers, sentence structure or punctuation.  Mark A for Error, and mark B for No Error on your scantron.

20.
He caught the child running into the street, wearing only his shorts.

A. Error  B. No Error

21.
As they walked home from school, they listened to music on his I-pod.

A. Error  B. No Error

22.
The football player, showing off for the crowd, dived into the end zone and dropped the ball.

A. Error  B. No Error

23.
Jane is the pretty girl standing beside the mannequin buying a dress.

A. Error  B. No Error

24.
There is a very expensive car in the show room which is fifty years old.

A. Error  B. No Error

25.
The boy petted the puppy wearing jeans and a T-shirt.

A. Error  B. No Error

26.
There was a staggering amount of evidence against the man in the file.

A. Error  B. No Error
27.
Donna often thought about the devastation caused by tornadoes in school.

A. Error  B. No Error

28.
There are tires for a variety of driving situations in the storeroom behind the counter.

A. Error  B. No Error

29.
Overwhelmed by its size, Lisa watched a bear climb a tree.

A. Error  B. No Error

30.
He was a famous West Indian musician in the 1950s.

A. Error  B. No Error

31.
Riding horses around the ranch to herd cattle.

A. Error  B. No Error

32.
He swam the length of the pool.
A. Error  B. No Error

33.
The movie went on forever it didn’t have a real ending.

A. Error  B. No Error

34.
The young man wanted to be on TV, he thought he was a better singer than anyone else.

A. Error  B. No Error

35.
The shark refused to eat the bait thrown into the water by the fishermen.

A. Error  B. No Error

36.
The blonde girl baked a cake which was delicious.

A. Error  B. No Error

37.
She tried to make dinner for her boyfriend, he didn’t like the food.

A. Error  B. No Error

38.
Arrested for tagging their neighbor’s house.

A. Error  B. No Error

39.
Car parts that needed cleaning, all over the garage floor. 

A. Error  B. No Error
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1. D


26. A
2. D


27. A
3. C


28. A
4. E


29. A
5. C


30. B
6. A


31. A
7. B


32. B
8. E


33. A
9. A


34. A
10.  D


35. B
11.  A


36. A
12.  C


37. A
13.  D


38. A
14. B
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15. A

16. C

17. B

18. D

19. A

20. A

21. B

22. B


23. A

24. A

25. A
