
GRADE 10 SEMESTER 1 FINAL EXAM STUDY GUIDE 2013-2014 

Be sure to know the following by class time on Wednesday, December 18, 2013: 

Sentence types: simple, compound, complex and compound-complex so you know how to use punctuation correctly 

At least 60 of the 86 literary and rhetorical terms 

The 15 questions to ask and answer when dissecting a poem 

How to structure a basic persuasive essay: 

 Introduction with thesis 

 Reason #1 in detail with evidence and an explanation as to how the evidence proves your point 

 Reason #2 in detail with evidence and an explanation as to how the evidence proves your point 

 Reason #3 in detail with evidence and an explanation as to how the evidence proves your point 

 Counter-argument (what your opposition might say) followed by your rebuttal 

 Conclusion that restates the thesis and list of evidence and maybe also ends with some sort of extra special or 

groovy point 

Perhaps consider too how you might include and balance Aristotle’s three rhetorical ingredients: ethos 

(author’s/your credibility), logos (author’s/your logical reasons) and pathos (appeal to emotion)  

How to structure a basic literary analysis essay: 

 Introduction with a short description of the text and what you think the text’s central theme is 

 Lit device #1: How it functions in the text and how it supports the central theme 

 Lit device #2: How it functions in the text and how it supports the central theme 

 Lit device #3: How it functions in the text and how it supports the central theme 

 Conclusion that restates the author’s message (central theme) and use of literary devices to convey that 

message and perhaps thereafter says something poignant or intriguing 

How to structure a basic narrative, either fictional (short story) or non-fictional (memoir or biography): 

 Set-up, or exposition, where the reader gets to know the physical and emotional world before anything starts to 

happen and which is replete with sensory details 

 Rising action where the first thing happens, typically something small that sets in motion a chain of events 

leading to the climax 

 Climax where the biggest thing happens – where the protagonist faces and beats the greatest antagonistic force 

(unless it’s the nemesis, in which case the protagonist might only appear to win temporarily until the next 

episode or sequel ;) 

 Denouement, or resolution, where all the complexities are unraveled and everything is clear and everyone goes 

home (or to someplace new where hope reigns) 

The purposes of journal writing which include to emotionally purge, to become deft at expressing yourself with words, 

to arrive at epiphanies, and to discover who you are 

The purposes of Sustained Silent Reading which include to learn life lessons more quickly than you could in real life, to 

expand your vocabulary, to develop a love of reading, to learn about the world, and to discover who you are 

The purposes of Literature Circles which include to go through the process of unearthing the mysteries of texts 

independently of the teacher, whose point of view is limited, and collaboratively with peers so that you learn the 

material more profoundly and develop your unique point of view more fully 


