Imagery: Language that evokes in the reader a strong sensory response (involving any of the five senses)

Image: A word or phrase that creates imagery

Literal imagery is akin to sensory details in that it involves detailed description. 

An example of literal imagery might be in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness: “…those heads drying on the stakes under Mr. Kurtz’s windows...”(ch. 3).

Figurative imagery is NOT the same as sensory details in that it involves metaphors, similes, metonyms and/or other tropes. It typically describes some abstract concept that cannot be described literally, scientifically. 

An example of figurative imagery might be found in Emily Dickinson’s poem “Hope.” “Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul…” (1-2).
Notice the imagery in the following poem. Write a paragraph of commentary analyzing how the imagery (state which kind) supports the central theme(s) whatever you think that theme/those themes are. 
Root Cellar by Theodore Roethke 1948

Nothing would sleep in that cellar, dank as a ditch,

Bulbs broke out of boxes hunting for chinks in the dark, 

Shoots dangled and dropped,

Lolling obscenely from mildewed crates,

Hung down long yellow evil necks, like tropical snakes.

And what a congress of stinks!

Roots ripe as old bait,

Pulpy stems, rank, silo-rich,

Leaf-mold, manure, lime, piled against slippery planks. 

Nothing would give up life:

Even the dirt kept breathing a small breath. 

In other words, what is the poem saying, and how do the images function in support of that theme or themes?

Practice on a separate page and/or here:

