
Name ______________________________________________________________________ Date _______________ Period __________ 
 

Literary and Rhetorical Terms Test – Complete the sentences using words from the word bank. Use each word exactly once. 
 

1. An _______________ is a force against which the protagonist must struggle in order to achieve his or her goal.  

2. _______________ has a few meanings, including the central message of a text and the topic of a text. 

3. _______________ is the explicit and direct definition of a word. 

4. _______________ involves the use of images, which are basically words or phrases that evoke a strong sensory response. 

5. _______________ is a form of extravagant exaggeration, for example, “You never listen” or “You always do that.” 

6. _______________ is a provable, objective “truth.” 

7. _______________ is the author’s attitude toward the subject matter, the characters and/or the reader.  

8. _______________ is the order of words within a sentence. 

9. _______________ is the perspective from which the narrator tells the story: first person (use of the pronoun “I” in the narration); 

third person objective (no thoughts of feelings of the characters, only words and actions); third person limited omniscient 

(thoughts and feelings of just the protagonist); or third person omniscient (thoughts and feelings of all characters). 

10. _______________ is the rival whom the protagonist just can’t seem to beat. 

11. _______________ is a surprising twist of events like when a cop lands behind bars or a dropout opens a school.  

12. _______________ is an associated meaning of a word and is often considered to be either “positive” or “negative.” 

13. _______________ is an author’s word choice. 

14. _______________ is an inappropriate slant toward one side of an issue; prejudice. 

15. _______________ is another way of saying “sarcasm.” 

16. _______________ is when a word’s name mirrors its sound, for example, “buzz” or “meow.” 

17. _______________ is when human qualities are attributed to non-human entities. 

18. _______________ is when something is unclear and may be interpreted in a variety of ways. 

19. _______________ is when a material object represents either a larger, more complex object or an abstract idea, for example when 

a red cap represents independence of spirit, a cage represents slavery or an eagle represents freedom. 

20. _______________ is when sounds, usually beginning sounds, are repeated, as in “Pink Peter Piper picked poppies for Penelope.” 

21. _______________ is when the reader or audience knows something that the characters do not.  

22. _______________ is when the setting suddenly shifts to a place and time in the past. 

23. _______________ is when the writer gives you a clue early on as to what will happen later in the story.  

24. _______________ is when you come to a conclusion, based on evidence, about aspects that are not directly stated. 

25. A _______________ compares two dissimilar things, often using words such as “like” or “as.”  

26. A _______________ is a character that helps bring into light the most pertinent attributes of the protagonist. 

27. A _______________ is a word or phrase that has become over-used and trite.  

28. A _______________ suggests that one thing is another thing, offering profound insight, for example “Ignorance is prison.” 

29. The _______________ is right after the set-up. It is when the first action occurs. 

30. A _______________ is an apparent conceptual contradiction or when something is both itself and its opposite at once.  

31. An _______________ is a belief that has yet to be proven as fact (except in Law where it is the judge’s ruling). 

32. An _______________ is a term or phrase that is contradictory, such as “cold hotplate” or “jumbo shrimp.” 

33. The _______________ is the ending of the story wherein all the complexities are unraveled (much like knots are untied). 

34. The _______________ is the heightened part of the narrative during which the protagonist overcomes her biggest obstacle.   

35. The _______________ is the main character of a story. He or she is also often referred to as the hero or heroine. 

36. An _______________ is an indirect reference to something outside of the text. 

37. An ______________ is an extended speech from one character to an inanimate object or to someone or something that isn’t there.   

38. _______________ is when a consonant sound, usually ending consonant sound, is repeated for style as in “Barb and Abe.” 

39. _______________ is when a vowel sound, usually middle vowel sound, is repeated as in “Homostrophic Ode to Conan O.” 

40. An _______________ is a symbolic narrative intended to provide insight into a parallel narrative or historical event. For example, 

the children’s book “The Terrible Things” is an allegory for the Holocaust. 

41. _______________ is a rhetorical device wherein beginning phrases are repeated as in “I have a dream…I have a dream…” 

42. A _______________ is an inoffensive word that takes the place of a potentially offensive word. 

43. A _______________ is an extended speech from one character to another or to the audience. 

44. A _______________ is an extended speech from one character to herself.  

45. 45. An ______________ is when ending phrases are repeated as in “of the people, by the people, for the people.” 


