MacBeth Movie Questions
Please discuss and answer the following questions. Write your answers in complete sentences on a separate page.
1. What is the benefit of watching the movie after reading the play?

2. Would it be better to watch the movie first?

3. What are all the reasons you believe Roman Polanski made this movie?

4. What is the benefit to having a movie version of the play at all? Should we stop producing Shakespeare movies?

5. How does a cinematic adaptation of the play differ from a theatrical production of the play?

6. How does THIS cinematic adaptation of the play differ from the text?
7. What lessons are in the play that a modern film audience might benefit from?

8. Did the movie illuminate anything that was unclear to you in the play?

9. What do you think about the way Lady MacBeth is portrayed in the movie version vs. the play version?

10. What do you think about the way the witches are portrayed in the movie version vs. the play version?

11. What is the purpose of the voice-over narration on behalf of MacBeth and Lady MacBeth? 

12. How does the soundtrack affect the story?

13. How does the weather affect the story?

14. If you were to direct a film version of this play, what choices would you make? Discuss setting; set, costume and sound design; casting; character interpretation; violence; etc…

15. What aspects of history were made more clear for you in the movie version (if any)?  Was the movie historically accurate?

16. What role does conscience play in the movie vs. the play? Does it play the same role to the same degree? What role does conscience play in Hamlet, Oedipus Rex and Don Quixote?
17. How does this movie’s portrayal of women differ from Shakespeare’s overall portrayal of women (if at all)?
18. How does this movie’s portrayal of murder (and violence) differ from Shakespeare’s portrayal (if at all)? 

19. How does the play’s depiction of murder and violence differ from today’s depiction of murder and violence in the media?

20. If you were to reduce the play to five words – unrelated and not in sentence form – that capture the play’s essence, what would they be? How about the movie?
21. Write and answer your own question.

