
After reading Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, write a literary analysis essay that states the novella’s central theme 

and analyzes the literary elements and/or author’s use of literary devices according to the following outline: 

 Introduction that states the form (novella), title, author and central theme 

 Short summary of the text (optional) 

 Analysis of literary element or device #1 

 Analysis of literary element or device #2 

 Analysis of literary element or device #3 

 How the novella relates to your life, to another text or to the world (optional) 

 Conclusion, which restates the central theme 

SAMPLE ESSAY  

 

When Men Behave Like Animals by Anna Abovyan 
 

The novel Animal Farm is a fairy story written by George Orwell. It entertains its readers as well as gives them a very 
thoughtful message. By using animals and people as fictional examples, George Orwell illustrates the true concept of 
betrayal. The theme of the story is always be loyal to friends and never trust your enemies. Orwell teaches that people 
should never betray true friends who are faithful to them and should not head off to the enemies' side when the 
enemies have proven to be unreliable. In order to make his theme profound, George Orwell exploits literary elements 
such as plot, characterization and details. 
 

In the beginning of Animal Farm, George Orwell writes about the unfairness of Mr. Jones, a farm owner, and the anger 
of his animals. When the animals do not get fed enough, they get together and sling Mr. Jones out of the farm, along 
with his whole family. They realize that human beings are their enemies, and they even change the name of the farm 
from "Manor Farm" to "Animal Farm.”  Then, they make rules to not have any relationships with people and to stay 
away from people as much as possible. They all become trustworthy friends and elect Napoleon, the smartest animal of 
all, to be leader of the farm. They work hard in order to provide themselves with food, water, and everything they need 
to live. After many years of living together, Napoleon and some of the other pigs, who are considered to be the smartest 
animals on the farm, break their own rules and start to have good relationships with people. The novel ends by 
describing how the pigs invite people to play cards with them and end up in a horrendous, ironic fight. 
 

A literary element that stands out in Animal Farm is plot, specifically suspense. For instance, there are some parts of 
great suspense that keep the reader on the edge of his seat wondering what is going to happen next. One of those parts 
is in the beginning of the story, during the set-up, when Orwell writes about the anger of the animals. A speech is given 
by a twelve-year-old pig called Major. Major says, "Is it not crystal clear, then, comrades, that all the evils of this life of 
ours spring from the tyranny of human beings? Only get rid of Man, and the produce of our labor would be our 
own"(30). In this passage, Major obviously suggests to get rid of people, more particularly, Mr. Jones, who is the one 
who is mistreating them. While reading this, the reader starts to wonder whether the animals are going to really fight 
against Mr. Jones, or not. Therefore, the reader eagerly reads on to find out.  
 

Another example of a striking plot element is situational irony, which takes place by the end. It is when the reader 
learns about all the hard work done by the animals, their triumphs, their windmill, and their freedom from people. After 
reading all that, the reader might think that the end of the story will be happy and that the animals will have the life they 
had always wanted. However, everything happens the opposite way. The windmill that the animals built after so much 
hard work gets destroyed, and the animals’ rules get broken by their own rulers, who ironically establish good 
relationships with people. This enhances the theme of the story, because in the beginning, the pigs start convincing the 
other animals to get rid of people, but in the end, they betray the other animals by lying to them and making peace with 
people. This irony supports the idea that betrayal is bad and most power eventually leads to betrayal.  
 

An additional literary element that is noticeable is characterization. Orwell’s characters are unique and interesting 
because they change during the story. In the beginning, the protagonists of this story are all the animals together, and 
the antagonists are the people. Some idiosyncrasies that the animals have in this story are talking, building, singing and 
making up their own rules, poems and songs. The main struggle of the animals is external, which is to have freedom 



from people. They go through many obstacles in order to get freedom, and some of those are wars with people, food, 
weather, and too much work. The animals get over those obstacles by being extremely diligent. By the end of the story, 
some protagonists, mainly pigs, turn into antagonists: 
 

"Twelve voices were shouting in anger, and they were all alike. No question, now, what 
had happened to the faces of the pigs. The creatures outside looked from pig to man, 
and from man to pig, and from pig to man again; but already it was impossible to say 
which was which" (139).  

 
The new antagonists start taking advantage of the fact that all the other animals on the farm trust them and treat them 
as the smartest. The pigs then change the rule from "All animals are equal" to "All animals are equal, but some are more 
equal." The pigs start to feel superior to all the other animals. This shows that the good guys become the bad guys, 
which eventually happens because all power eventually corrupts.  
 

Beside plot and characters, George Orwell includes details to make his story vivid and comprehensible to the reader. 
There are many passages containing details in this novel, and one of them is when Orwell describes the "Battle of the 
Cowshed." Orwell clarifies:  
 

"The three horses, the three cows, and the rest of the pigs, who had been lying in 
ambush in the cowshed, suddenly emerged in their rear, cutting them off. Snowball now 
gave the signal for the charge. He himself dashed straight for Jones. Jones saw him 
coming, raised his gun and fired. The pellets scored bloody streaks along Snowball's 
back, and a sheep dropped dead. Without halting for an instant, Snowball flung his 
fifteen stone against Jones's legs. Jones was hurled into a pile of dung and his gun flew 
out of his hands" (57- 58). 

 

This passage is an excellent example of details because Orwell describes every single thing that happens. He includes 
every detail, making sure not to skip anything. Hence, this passage surely creates a clear picture of the war in the 
reader’s mind. The reader might imagine the shouting and running men, the sudden approach of the animals, the fire 
and the blood, the flying gun, and many other things described by the author. Orwell describes the Battle of the 
Cowshed so clearly in order to make the reader understand how much damage the people caused the animals, how 
hard the animals worked for their freedom, and to bring up and prove that the people were enemies of the animals. 
 

This text relates to almost everyone in the world. There are always people who betray true friends and make good 
relationships with their enemies. Usually, people do that when they feel that they are too special to be friends with the 
people they used to be friends with. They start to consider their enemy as someone who is more powerful or superior or 
who has other positive traits that they feel like they want to have too. Then they become identical to their enemies. 
They forget everything good their old friends have done for them and everything they have been through with them. 
Most of the time, the people who go to the enemies' side later regret doing so, because they get harmed by those 
people in some way. In life it is true that an enemy can become a friend. But it is also true that one should never betray 
his old friends.  
 

In conclusion, the novel Animal Farm by George Orwell teaches a significant and useful life lesson, which is to stay 
devoted to your friends and to treat them the way you would like be treated. It also shows that when people get into 
power, they change. The literary elements exploited in this novel are very powerful, and they make the readers easily 
comprehend the theme. They also make the story entertaining and fun to read. Betrayal is never good, and people 
should always remember everything their friends have done for them. 

 


