
Personal Narrative Feedback 

 Too many stories are really just lists of actions spread too far apart in time rather than one event blown 

up. This is the most important flaw across the board that really needs to be addressed. Azeez did an 

amazing job of fleshing out one event and using loads of detail to create tension and suspense.  

 There is admirable use of details in certain places in all of your essays. Now work on using details 

consistently throughout. 

 There is generally good consistency in tone. If you start sarcastic, you remain sarcastic. If you are formal 

and dramatic, then you remain so. Good job! 

 All students need to work on mechanics – spelling, grammar, verb tense, capitalization and punctuation. 

Resurrection Plan for Those Who Did Not Meet the Deadline 

Write the personal narrative as originally assigned (true story of 800+ more words about a life-changing event) 

AND 

Write another personal narrative, also at least 800 words, about your most memorable holiday. It could be 

Christmas, birthday, quinceañera, Easter, Ramadan, or any holiday that stands out as remarkable for some 

reason. Be sure to write about the most striking aspect in detail. Build up tension and suspense so that by the 

time your reader arrives at the climax, he or she is satisfied. Don’t simply write a list of “This happened, then 

this, then this, then this and then this…” spread over a lot of time with no clear point or message. Then again, 

don’t worry TOO much about getting it right. Just do it! As Steve Jobs would say, “Go!” We learn through doing.  

SUBMIT BOTH ESSAYS ELECTRONICALLY, either emailed as an attachment or cut and pasted into the body of 

the email, or even from your phone, to ak@webstaclecourse.com by Wednesday, September 11 at 11:59PM 

(one minute before midnight).  

It is important that you don’t have your parents or older siblings do the typing and/or emailing for you. It is YOU 

who must meet the technology standard, not them. If you don’t have a smart phone or computer, use one of 

the many computers at school, including mine, after school, or go to the public library. You may not use the 

excuse “I don’t have the internet” or “I don’t know how.” That is the reason why this assignment exists – so that 

you LEARN how . 

 Don’t wait until the last minute. I will not be sympathetic to your last-minute emergencies. 

 Late papers will NOT be accepted no matter the excuse and no matter who offers it.  

 This is an opportunity to still earn an “A” in the class. Rather than mark down late papers, I have you 

write two for the price of one. I replace the “F” with the average score of the two make-up essays.  

 This is the ONLY chance to make up these particular essay points. There will NOT be a four-for-the-

price of two option. While second chances are helpful, more chances enables poor study habits.  

 If you don’t take this opportunity, you will earn an “F” on the progress report, which will likely lead to 

NOT graduating. Why would you want that?! Why limit your life options so early on?! You have NO IDEA 

what’s in store for you in life, so keep your options OPEN! If you are purposefully failing to get back at 

someone or something, don’t, as it is YOU who will pay the price, not them.  

 If you need help, come and see me after school and let me help you. I would be honored to help. If you 

are embarrassed about your lack of skills, please don’t be. There are a million things that I, too, am still 

not very good at. If you keep trying, even just a little, you will absolutely improve. GUARANTEED!      


