Prosody Primer


Prosody: The study of versification, particularly as it encompasses meter, rhyme, rhythm and stanza form, and, to a lesser degree, sound patterns such as alliteration. 

Meter: The more or less regular rhythmic patterns of stressed and unstressed syllables in verse. 

Foot: A rhythmic unit typically containing two or more syllables in a line of verse. In English verse, a foot usually consists of one stressed and one or two unstressed syllables.

Scansion: The analysis, typically using visual symbols, of poetic meter. (˘, ¯, ^, |, ‖ )

Meter is typically described by the dominant type of foot and the number of feet per line. 

Foot Type/Adjective Form/Stress Pattern:
	Iamb
	Iambic
	unstressed - STRESSED (da - DUM)

	Trochee
	Trochaic
	STRESSED - unstressed (DUM - da)

	Spondee
	Spondaic
	STRESSED - STRESSED (DUM - DUM)

	Anapest
	Anapestic
	unstressed - unstressed - STRESSED ( da - da - DUM)

	Dactyl
	Dactylic
	STRESSED - unstressed - unstressed (DUM - da - da)

	Amphibrach
	Amphibrachic
	unstressed - STRESSED - unstressed (da - DUM - da)

	Pyrrhic
	Pyrrhic
	unstressed - unstressed (da - da)



Number of Feet Per Line/Name of Meter:


	1
	Monometer

	2
	Dimeter

	3
	Trimeter

	4
	Tetrameter

	5
	Pentameter

	6
	Hexameter

	7
	Heptameter

	8
	Octameter


EXAMPLE:

Excerpt from “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night”
A villanelle by Dylan Thomas

“Though wise men at their end know dark is right,
Because their words had forked no lightning they
Do not go gentle into that good night.”

Meter: Five iambs per line of verse, so iambic pentameter



Source: The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms by Ross Murfin and Supryia M. Ray

