QUIZ: Sentence Types and Literary Terms
1. Which of the following is a simple sentence?

A. Balls roll up hill while boxes crumple down.
B. The moon jumps over the cow.
C. The cow jumps over the moon. 
D. both B and C
E. none of the above

2. Which of the following is a simple sentence?
A. Charles is at the mall.

B. Charles is at the mall, but he is not enjoying himself.

C. Charles is at the mall while his brother is at Disneyland.

D. both A and C

E. none of the above

3. Which of the following is a compound sentence?

A. My mom relishes olives.

B. My mom relishes pickles, which puzzles me.

C. Please help me; I am in a pickle.

D. Love is all around us.

E. Pickles are all around us, which makes us all incredibly anxious.

4. Which of the following is a compound sentence?

A. He rode his bike too quickly, so he fell down, which made his leg fall off.

B. My mom named me after a princess who died in a car accident in Monaco.
C. The asteroid played the violin to a sold-out house and then partied like a rock star.

D. The asteroid played the violin to a sold-out house, and then she partied like a rock star.

E. both A and D
5. Which of the following is a complex sentence?

A. It’s raining donkeys, and they’re landing on my car.

B. Margo enjoys going to the beach, but she doesn’t enjoy the salty water.

C. French fries are cool.

D. Money is honey.

E. none of the above

6. Which of the following is a complex sentence?
A. My dog is so tall, that when he sneezes, I need an umbrella.

B. I am so tall because I eat bushels of broccoli.

C. Nana is nauseated by nearby nests.

D. B and C

E. none of the above

7. Which of the following is a compound-complex sentence?

A. While some people slip on banana peels, Charlie slipped on a bunch of whole bananas. 
B. As “Silent Reading” continued, the melancholic but somewhat hopeful student quietly read his novel, and he contemplated all the ways he would change his life by writing his own.

C. Football is a team sport while meditation is not.

D. If I were you, I would tell Mom that I was sleeping, and then I would rock out.

E. both B and D
8. Which of the following is a complex sentence that illustrates alliteration?

A. Bob’s bubble was about to burst, so Bob hoped his bank would be bailed out.
B. As you were fishing, I was soaking in the Jacuzzi. 

C. Cold cars crash.

D. Bob’s bank wasn’t bailed out, which burst Bob’s bubble.

E. none of the above

9. Which of the following is a complex sentence that illustrates assonance?

A. Lucy’s loud blouse stood out from the crowd.

B. Barb’s boots buckled below her.

C. While my outfit was quite subdued, Lucy’s loud blouse stood out from the inbound crowd.

D. all of the above

E. none of the above

10. Which of the following is a complex sentence that illustrates consonance?
A. After we eat dinner, we should go for a walk, and then we should rent a movie.
B. After we eat our grub, we should beg Barb and Abe for a job at Bob’s

C. If only I could understand English…

D. She sang superbly.

E. none of the above

11. Which of the following is a compound sentence that contains an oxymoron?

A. I’ve told you a million times to stop calling me.
B. The earthquake destroyed absolutely everything. 
C. Is that bucket empty?
D. May I borrow your pen? 
E. Is that half-pint full, and, if so, may I have it?
12. Which of the following is a simple sentence that contains a metaphor?

A. Money is very helpful.

B. This basketball is orange.

C. Poverty is prison.

D. This basketball is the ticket to my future.

E. both C and D

13. Which of the following is a simple sentence that contains a simile?

A. Jennifer paid for lunch. 

B. Jennifer is an angel. 

C. Jennifer is like an angel. 

D. Jennifer is not my friend. 

E. Who is Bob?

14. Which of the following is a compound sentence that contains personification? 

A. The tree branches swayed in the wind.

B. If you throw a temper tantrum in here, think of the consequences.

C. The blowing branches bellowed and moaned, and the angry leaves jumped off as if afraid.

D. Ants are small. 

E. I loathe kisses.

15. Which of the following is a compound sentence written from the first person point of view?
A. She never listens to me, and she immediately talks back. 

B. She approached the door; sweat was streaming from her face.

C. We are the world.
D. I am seventeen years old, and I am the bread-winner of my family. 

E. all of the above
16. Which of the following compound sentences is written from the third person omniscient point of view and illustrates hyperbole?
A. She never understands me, and she immediately talks back. 

B. She approached the door; sweat was streaming from her face.

C. You are the world; you are everything.
D. I am seventeen years old, and I am the bread-winner of my family. 

E. all of the above

17. Which of the following is an accurate definition of protagonist?

A. The character in the story against which the protagonist must struggle. 

B. The character in the story that the protagonist just can’t seem to beat.

C. The ending of the story, also called “denouement.”
D. The first part of the story, also called “set-up” or “exposition.”
E. The main character and the audience’s surrogate.

18. Which of the following is an accurate definition of ambiguity?

A. When something is crystal clear and can be easily interpreted in one single way. 

B. When one thing is said to be another, for example “Ignorance is prison.”
C. When something is unclear and may be interpreted in a variety of ways.

D. When something is unclear and may be interpreted in a variety of ways. 

E. both C and D

19. Which of the following is a reasonable definition of situational irony?

A. A kite rips and falls to the ground. 

B. A plane lands.

C. An officer tickets a pedestrian for jaywalking.

D. An officer tickets a pedestrian for jaywalking and then, right afterward, jaywalks in order to save a baby bird.
E. all of the above

20. Which of the following exemplifies symbolism?

A. A lonely man who just lost his wife fishes for upwards of eight hours a day. The fish then becomes a symbol of life. He is fishing for the life that was just lost.
B. A woman burns her scarf – the same scarf that her ex-husband insisted she wear throughout their thirty year marriage – the marriage that was rife with his adultery.
C. A man who likes hamburgers eats hamburgers. 
D. “You’re always late. Why can’t you ever arrive on time?”
E. both A and B
21. Which of the following is an accurate definition of inference?

A. The drawing of a conclusion based on evidence that is not directly stated. 
B. The drawing of a conclusion based on evidence that is not directly stated. 

C. The drawing of a conclusion based on evidence that is not directly stated.
D. all of the above

E. none of the above
