‘Response to Literature’ Prompts for Thought, Discussion and Writing
CHARACTER

1. Who is the main character, or protagonist?

2. What are the protagonist’s best qualities?
3. How do you know? What clues does the author give you about the protagonist’s personality traits? 
4. What are the protagonist’s worst qualities?  Is there a personal weakness that hurts the protagonist and/or thwarts his or her journey?

5. What is the journey the protagonist is on? What is she or he trying to accomplish?

6. Who or what gets in the protagonist’s way? Who or what functions as the antagonist?

7. How does the protagonist overcome obstacles? What does he or she do?

8. What personal trait does the protagonist utilize to overcome obstacles? Physical strength? Honesty? Empathy? Courage?

9. How does the protagonist change during the story?

10. If you were the protagonist, what would you do differently?

11. Do you know anyone like the protagonist?

12. Have you ever experienced a similar situation to any of those described in the story?

13. What’s another word for protagonist? Hint: It starts with an “h.”

14. What’s another word for antagonist? Hint: It starts with a “v.”

SETTING

1. What is the primary setting of the story, i.e., where and when does this story mostly take place? What are the other secondary settings?
2. What clues in the story tell you where and when the story takes place?
3. If the story took place in a different setting, how would the story change? Rewrite the story in a contrasting setting and see what happens. 
4. Have you ever been to a place that is similar to the primary setting of this story?

5. If you could choose another setting for this story, which setting would you choose? Remember that setting is both place and time. 

PLOT

1. Write a three- sentence summary of the story. Include one sentence for the beginning (or set-up); one long, compound sentence for the middle (the big fight, conflict or climax); and one sentence for the resolution. 
2. What is the first twist in the action, i.e., what is the first big and surprising thing that happens?

3. What is the second twist in the action? 

4. What is the big climax, conflict, fight or push two-thirds of the way into the story?

5. Have you ever been in a similar situation to any of those in this story? If so, how did you deal with it? How did you solve your problem?

6. How does this story end? Is it satisfying to you?

7. If you could write your own ending to the story, what would you write?

8. What are questions you had along the way? Examples might be “Why is she going into the basement in the dark?” “Will they find the golden nuggets in time?” “Why is he keeping that a secret?” “Who is she afraid of?” 
9. Were all your questions answered by the end of the story? 

10. If the main character was ten years older or younger, how would that change the story? 
THEME

1. If you had to reduce this story to one word, what would it be?
2. What is the human quality that helped the protagonist overcome the biggest obstacle? Honesty? Courage? Acceptance? Sacrifice?
3. Is there a one-sentence message or lesson to this story? If so, what is it?

4. In addition to one primary theme, there may be secondary themes. Are there additional human qualities that help the protagonist overcome minor obstacles or are there other mini-messages to be learned?

5. Are there physical themes – themes that aren’t about human personality traits but about things? For example is there an ocean theme or a party theme? What physical elements repeat throughout?
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE AND OTHER LITERARY DEVICES
1. One of the most powerful components of good writing is rhythm. If you were to change all the compound sentences into simple sentences, how would that change the reading of the story? Try it and see if it affects your emotions or your interest in the story?
2. Does the author use personification? That’s when things act like people. 

3. Does the author use symbolism? One way to know is if there’s a parallel story – a story within a story – where maybe a girl who is abused has a pet bird in a cage and the bird dies. The caged bird would be representing the girl and the death of the bird would be symbolic of the emotional death of the girl. 

4. Does the author use alliteration, where a string of words sounds alike like “Lucy loved to look at the lions?”
5. From what point of view is this story written? Is it written in the first person past? First person present? Third person omniscient? Third person limited? Third person objective? 
6. If the story was written from a different point of view, would it have more or less impact? If it’s a third person narrative, then rewrite the story in the first person and see how it changes. 
 OTHER PROMPTS FOR THOUGHT, DISCUSSION AND WRITING:
