Sample Persuasive Essays – What are their Strengths and Weaknesses?

My Plan to End Homelessness 
Have you ever wondered what the causes of homelessness are and what you could do to solve the problem? Well, I have. In order to end homelessness we have to understand the causes of homelessness. It seems to me that three of the causes are untreated mental illness, ever-progressing drug addiction, and under-employment. I plan to at least curb the homeless problem by addressing these three underlying causes. 

First, to solve the problem of untreated mental illness, I would offer mental health education and counseling to kids in primary, middle and high school, not just in college, so people of all ages might better understand the issues surrounding mental illness. I would also offer low-cost mental health care to all people who need it and who don’t have health insurance. I would solicit volunteer counselors to visit homeless shelters; I would ask drug companies for cheap pharmaceuticals; and I would encourage volunteers to deliver the pharmaceutical directly to the people who need them. Treating mental illness – or, more pointedly, encouraging and cultivating mental health, should greatly diminish the rate of homelessness. 
Second, to solve the problem of drug addiction, I would offer free drug rehabilitation to anyone who needs it. I would pay for it with a tax on alcohol. Some people might argue that drug rehabilitation might not last because addicts, without close monitoring, will fall repeatedly prey to their addictions. I refute that we could offer long-term in-patient care, then subsequent out-patient care followed by transitional housing with a dedicated staff, and that we would hence gradually replace the addictions with new healthy habits. Furthermore, to help solve rampant drug addiction, we could start education about drugs and alcohol early in school before people develop a problem. If drug education were to be offered in tandem with mental health education, kids would be less inclined to seek street drugs to self-medicate their depression, anxiety or other mental health problems. 

In addition to mental illness and drug addiction, there is the rampant problem of under-employment. Under-employment is when someone is working in a field or at a level other than what is appropriate for his or her skill-level and/or is making a wage lower than what he or she needs to live on. We can address this problem by increasing the minimum wage, increasing property taxes and modifying rent control so that people can live in greater proximity to where they work. There are some cities like Santa Fe, New Mexico, where an office manager makes $10 per hour but the cost of rent for a two-bedroom apartment is $2,500 per month. How can a worker provide for his or her family in that situation? If we make it possible for people to live on what they earn, they won’t be squeezed out of their living situations. Some people might argue that this would be quite expensive. I in turn ask them “Isn’t the cost worth it?”
Another way to solve homelessness is much more radical but I think more inclined to work. It is a national system that could end the problem once and for all. I call that program “Foster Care for Adults.” We have a system in place for orphaned children, but we have no similar system for orphaned adults. Why is that? Instead of warehousing the homeless in shelters or setting up expensive programs, with the mere hope that homeless people will access those services, why not give tax breaks to tax-payers for taking a homeless person under their care? The tax-payer wouldn’t invite the homeless person into their home, necessarily, which could potentially demean the homeless person, but the tax-payer could sponsor the homeless person. Such sponsorship might include contributing to a certain portion of the homeless person’s housing costs, taking the homeless person to his or her doctor and counseling appointments, making sure the homeless person takes his or her medications, and more. The sponsor would also agree to spend major holidays with the homeless person. This system could be governmental or private. It could run like Foster Care or like Big Brothers and Big Sisters. Either way, it would really work to not only address the main causes of homelessness but to generate understanding. It would, without a doubt, lessen the feelings of alienation many homeless people feel. 

Moreover, having the kind of one-on-one attention that such a sponsorship would provide would help to alleviate feelings of alienation that lead to depression and ultimately to drug addiction.  Having that one-on-one attention would make sure that the government programs already in place were effective. Instead of repeating intensive drug rehab every few months, a person would go once and would then get ongoing care with a higher rate of success. The addict would have a sponsor watching over him, taking him to meetings and appointments, making sure he stays clean. He would also have a reason to want to stay clean. He would have people in his life who care. 

In conclusion, I firmly believe that homelessness can be diminished if we address the underlying causes of homelessness. Those causes include mental illness, drug addiction and under-employment. If that is not sufficient to end homelessness, we could try my “Foster Care for Adults” plan, which I think would ultimately eradicate homelessness. But no matter which plan we try, we must try something. 

The Case against School Uniforms

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to go to school where students were allowed to wear whatever they wanted? Well, I have, which is why I believe that students should be afforded free dress at school.  I believe this for three reasons, which include the average student’s inability to afford a school uniform, a student’s desire to express him or herself, and a student’s absolute need to be an individual. 

The first reason I believe that students should be allowed to dress freely at school is that many students cannot afford school uniforms. It seems to me that if you have to buy additional clothes for school that you cannot wear anywhere else, then you will be taking money from other more important needs, such as shelter and food. According to the United States Department of Education (2013) it is likely that the average family required to buy school uniforms spends $249 per year per child on uniforms resulting in those families not spending that money on a safe place to live or on healthy food. Therefore, because of the potential for financial stress, students should be afforded free dress.
The second reason I believe that students should be able to dress freely at school is that students should express themselves creatively. It seems that if students express themselves creatively, then they will be happier, which would mean that they will have a better attitude toward school. According to child psychologists Isenberg, Jalongo and Bacon (2010) it is certain that creative expression increases a child’s aptitude for symbolic thinking, which results in enhanced learning. Additionally, expressing oneself creativity through fashion starts conversations, which increases socialization. Therefore, free dress enhances both academic and social performance and should be allowed. 
The third reason I believe that students should dress freely at school is that students need to explore their individuality. If students are allowed to explore who they are at all levels, then they will develop fully into whom they are meant to become and will afterward be able to aptly contribute to society. This would lead to a better society for everyone. According to the authors of “The Good Society” (1991), one of the reasons why people remain in a state of dependency relying long-term on outside institutions for their care is that they have surrendered their individuality and have taken a passive approach to life. People should instead take more ownership of their individual lives. If we explore our individuality at school, it is likely that we will explore our individuality in the world, which will result in increased independence and a more positive and optimistic society.
Some people might argue that free dress at school leads to increased teasing because some people who have more money to buy fancier clothes will tease others who don’t, but I say that teasing will exist whether or not free dress does, and students ultimately need to learn ways to navigate through it. 
In conclusion, I believe that students should be able to dress freely at school for the several aforementioned reasons, and I hope that you now believe it too. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions to Ask and Answer about Each Sample Persuasive Essay
Does it have a thesis statement?


Does it list reasons in support of that thesis?
Does it discuss those reasons in the body paragraphs in the same order it introduces them in the intro?


Does it back up its claims with credible evidence that is either personal/anecdotal or scientific? 


Does it include at least one counter-argument and then refute it?
Does it logically flow, and is it hence relatively easy to read?
Is the argument convincing?
Does it follow the template, and if so, to what degree?
In what ways could it be stronger? 
Does it help you more fully envision your essay?
