Timeline Project and Grading Criteria
Create a timeline of English Literature that includes authors, genres, forms, titles, historical connections, -isms and more, according to your ingenuity and discretion (while keeping in mind that in order to earn a high mark you should go above and beyond, not simply do the least amount possible). The goal is to further understand the trajectory and impact of English literature. 
Include the titles of works written in languages other than English if those works have greatly influenced English literature.
Choose a vehicle for your timeline that is fitting, clever, unique and interesting. That could mean a metaphoric mind map where you choose an extended metaphor to map the various aspects. For example, in order to show the connection between and among rock and roll bands over the years, a designer laid them out on a map of the London Metro (see rockandrollmap.tumblr.com). Resist the temptation to create a simple poster or PowerPoint presentation, as they are clichéd and unimaginative and might not be the most fitting.
Research and apply your research (don’t cut and paste; the goal is knowing, not appearing to know). Go through the process of filling in the gaps in your knowledge. The resulting products will be your enhanced understanding and a cool and informative thing to show others in order to enhance theirs.
Be detailed, precise and accurate, especially with regard to the items you place “under a microscope.”
Place under a figurative microscope at least seven particulars where you describe at length and in detail their most salient features. For example, for each title you place under a microscope, name the author; date of publication; genre; key influences, including other texts, historical happenings, social movements, and the author’s own life experience; central theme/thesis; additional themes; symbols; motifs; plot; setting; main characters; and any additional aspect(s) that make that text special. Again, don’t copy and paste this info. Provide the info in your own words and with graphics, where applicable, of your own design.
Make your timeline accessible. Make sure that your penmanship, artistry, diction, tone and other elements show a respect for both the work and the audience. Make it easy—and perhaps necessary – to give you an “A.”
The purposes of this assignment are multiple and include: to learn; to inform; and to practice integrating critical and creative thinking.
Deadline: Friday, April 26 at the start of class (or before). An absence between now and then, including on that day, will NOT extend that deadline, so plan ahead and perhaps even finish early. There will be no make-ups. 
Points: 500
Grading Criteria: In order to earn a high mark, complete the aforementioned seven tasks to the furthest reaches of your capacity, and go above and beyond. 
Collaboration: While you may brainstorm, share ideas and discuss your project with others, you may not “work with a partner.” Each student must create his or her own unique timeline.
Further instructions will be provided along the way in class and on the class website webstaclecourse.com.
