
Writers Workshop Essay Feedback and Resurrection Plan 
 

Write about one idea at a time (typically one idea per paragraph) and fully flesh it out.  
 

 In a personal narrative, that means one scene (with one place, one time, one set of people and one set of very closely 

related events) with the people and objects described in rich detail and the events in a logical order 

 In a persuasive essay, that means one reason FULLY explained, not just an opinion statement simply repeated. The 

elements of an effective persuasive body paragraph include: a transitional word or phrase, a topic sentence where you 

make your point, some solid evidence including examples to back up your point, the evidence further explained and 

applied, and a concluding sentence to wrap it all up 

 

EXAMPLE: 
 

Furthermore, it is important that students bring into their arguments convincing evidence.  Evidence is convincing 

when it is provided by an authority on the subject, such as a government agency or expert in the field. For example, in 

arguments involving specific populations that inhabit certain states, the United States Census bureau would be an 

appropriate and convincing authority.  For arguments involving statistics on recidivism (prisoners ending up back to 

prison), the United States Bureau of Justice would be an appropriate and convincing authority. Contrarily, in arguments 

involving either of those two subjects, a random citizen’s personal blog or publically edited encyclopedia would not be a 

convincing authority. Basically, when putting forth any argument, it is important to back up all claims with evidence and 

data that are supplied by a reputable authority.  
 

Don’t take short cuts. Don’t write numerals in place of numbers (unless they are two or more digits), and don’t use text-

message lingo. Don’t write “u” for the word “you” or ampersands (&) for the word “and.” 
 

Use punctuation, and use it correctly. Use the information previously provided on simple, compound, complex and 

compound-complex sentences to guide your use of punctuation. You may not make up your own rules. The only exception 

to this is when you break a rule for style. But this should be rare and only after you have established your credibility with the 

perfect use of punctuation.  
 

Proofread your paper before submitting it. Read it aloud to see how it sounds. Double-check spelling. When you are 

confused, see how the experts do it. Read similar stories and essays by established authors, and take note of their techniques.  
 

Use 12-pt font, preferably Times New Roman, to make sure that your essay appears complete. Don’t fudge by enlarging the 

font or by using a font that smacks of fancy.  
 

Resurrection Plan Grade 6 
 

Choose one essay, either personal narrative or persuasive essay, that you have already written for this class (a new one if 

you haven’t written any) and revise it FULLY to make it follow the above recommendations. 
 

Also, write a new (or additional) essay, either personal narrative or persuasive essay, that follows the above 

recommendations.  
 

See the previous assignment sheets for ideas, and make sure to do your own work (not the work of others). 
 

Cut and paste your two texts into a single email and send to resurrect@webstaclecourse.com  
 

PLEASE DON’T SEND AN ATTACHMENT, AND USE THIS EMAIL ADDRESS, OR YOU MAY NOT RECEIVE CREDIT. 
 

Resurrection Plan Grade 10 
 

Do the above assignment for Grade 6 but ALSO put ALL of it in MLA format and print it out and bring it to class Nov. 7. 
 

For MLA format (if you have forgotten) visit https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
 

DUE DATE:  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 AT 11:59PM (Grade 10 MLA copies due in class November 7) 
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